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To  The  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City 
of  Plymouth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  City  of  Plymouth  for  the  year  1957. 


Statistics. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  total  resident  popula¬ 
tion  is  217,900  which  figure  represents  a  slight  increase  over  1956. 
The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  Plymouth  was  22.41  (deaths  under 

I  year  per  1,000  live  births).  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e.  stillbirths  and 
deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life)  is  the  subject  of  intensive  enquiry 
at  the  present  time  and  by  means  of  national  surveys  in  which  the 
department  has  shared,  efforts  are  being  made  to  determine  the 
factors  influencing  this  mortality.  Other  statistics  appear  on  pages 

II  and  12. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  of  children  and  other  special 
groups  has  been  a  major  activity  during  the  year  and  there  are  now 
indications  that  the  government  intends  to  extend  this  scheme  to 
cover  further  ages  of  the  population. 

Tuberculosis 

In  common  with  the  whole  country  tuberculosis  is  a  dwindling 
problem  and  the  hospital  service  is  finding  it  possible  to  reduce  the 
number  of  beds  required  for  this  purpose.  The  number  of  new 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  fell  sharply  to  176  from  228 
in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  1957  was 
0.07  per  1,000  population  compared  with  0.4  as  the  average  for  the 
years  1949-1953.  The  search  for  cases  however,  still  represents  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  necessary  work. 
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Slum  Clearance 


One  of  the  most  satisfying  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  department 
is  to  see  the  progress  being  made  in  the  elimination  of  slums  and  the 
improvement  of  the  housing  conditions  generally.  This  is  one  of  the 
greatest  contributions  the  Health  Department  can  make  towards  a 
permanent  increase  in  the  health  of  the  community. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  recording  the  loyal  work  of  my  staff. 

I  am,  my  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  PEIRSON. 

Seven  Trees, 

Lipson  Road, 

Plymouth. 

July,  1958. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
of  the  Area,  1957 


Area  in  acres  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ...  ...  ...  13,115 

Rateable  value  of  the  City  . £3,017,029 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  (estimated)  ...  £12,341 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  ...  217,900 

Number  of  marriages  in  the  City  during  1957  ...  ...  1,547 

Marriage  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  home  population  7.09 

Number  of  unemployed  persons  in  the  City  as  at  31st  December, 


1957: 

Men 

Boys 

Women 

Girls 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Still-births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths  under  one  year 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 


Age 

18  and  over 
15  to  17 
18  and  over 
15  to  17 

Total 


M 

F 

Total 

1,795 

1,626 

3,421 

88 

106 

194 

1,883 

1,732 

3,615 

M 

F 

Total 

33 

33 

66 

1 

2 

3 

34 

35 

69 

M 

F 

Total 

46 

29 

75 

2 

4 

6 

48 

33 

81 

T  otal 

1,551 

71 

824 

49 


2,495 


Birth  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
home  population 
16.59 

Still-birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births 
18.73 


Death  rate  of  in¬ 
fants  under  one 
year  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
22.41 
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All  Deaths 


M  FT  otal  Death  rate  per  1 ,000 
1,228  1,119  2,347  of  estimated 

home  population 
10.76 

Comparability  factors:  Births  1.01 

Deaths  1 .09 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Total  Deaths  81)  ...  22.41 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  Legitimate  live  births  (75)  21 .93 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  Illegitimate  live  births  (6)  30.93 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ( heading  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s 
Short  list) : 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  Rate 

per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still) 

births 

No.  30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

and  Abortion  ...  ...  1  0.27 

Gastro-Entertitis  (under  2  years  of  age) : 

Deaths  from  Gastro-Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age  ...  3 

Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  0.81 

Cremation  There  were  1,370  cremations  during  1957  and  it 

was  necessary  in  15  cases  to  require  a  post-mortem 
examination  before  authorising  cremation. 

Medical  Exam-  During  1957,  788  examinations  were  made  in 
ination  of  .  .  .  ,  ^  _ 

Council  connection  with  the  Council  s  Superannuation 

Employees  and  Sick  pay  Schemes. 

Of  these  examinations  of  Corporation  employees  or  pro¬ 
spective  employees,  773  were  to  assess  their  fitness  for  their  occu¬ 
pation  and  suitability  for  entry  to  the  Schemes. 

Of  these: 

(a)  606  (78.39%)  were  found  free  from  any  defect  likely  to 
affect  their  service  and  were  reported  to  the  employing 
department  as  fit  for  employment  and  entry  to  the 
Schemes. 
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( b )  9  prospective  employees  (1.16%)  were  found  unfit  for 
Corporation  employment,  the  causes  being  heart  disease 
in  five  cases,  chest  disease  in  two  cases,  arthritis  and 
defective  vision. 

(c)  70  (9.05%)  were  found  to  possess  defects  likely  to 
curtail  materially  their  working  life  or  lead  to  undue 
absence  owing  to  sickness.  They  were  considered  to  be 
reasonably  fit  for  their  proposed  employment  but  not 
for  entry  to  the  Superannuation  or  Sick  Pay  Schemes. 

(d)  88  (11.38%)  were  found  to  have  defects  of  a  temporary 
or  remediable  nature.  Though  unfit  for  entry  to  the 
Schemes  at  the  time  of  examination  it  is  probable  that 
most  of  this  group  would  be  able  to  enter  the  Schemes 
on  re-examination  after  suitable  treatment  or  a  period 
of  observation. 

Of  the  158  in  (c)  and  (d)  above  136  were  manual  workers  and 
there  is  no  administrative  obstacle  to  offering  them  employment 
though  they  are  unfit  for  entry  to  the  Schemes. 

The  remaining  22  were  applicants  for  “Officer”  posts  subject  to 
the  Local  Government  Superannuation  Act.  This  requires  that  the 
employee  shall  enter  the  Superannuation  Scheme  automatically 
after  two  year’s  employment.  Because  of  this  the  Council  resolved 
some  years  ago  that  Officers  shall  be  fit  for  entry  to  the  Super¬ 
annuation  Scheme  on  taking  up  employment.  This  would  usually 
prevent  the  employing  department  offering  Corporation  employment 
to  these  individuals. 

Cancer  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Longstaffe,  the  Records 

Officer  of  the  Regional  Cancer  Records  Bureau, 
for  information  concerning  the  incidence  of  cancer  amongst  Ply¬ 
mouth  residents.  The  total  number  of  cancer  registrations  during 
the  year  was  548  as  compared  with  506  in  the  previous  year. 


Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx 

M 

F 

Total 

Lip 

5 

1 

6 

Tongue 

5 

— 

5 

Salivary  gland 

— 

3 

3 

Floor  of  mouth 

...  — 

1 

1 

Other  parts  of  mouth  and  unspecified  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Oral  mesopharynx 

— 

— 

— 

Nasopharynx 

— 

— 

— 

Hypopharynx 

9 

«  •  •  ~ j 

3 

5 

Pharynx,  unspecified 

15 

9 

24 

13 


Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum 

M 

F 

Total 

Oesophagus 

7 

2 

9 

Stomach 

28 

18 

46 

Small  intestine  including  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

Large  intestine  except  rectum  ... 

17 

32 

49 

Rectum 

17 

14 

31 

Biliary  passages  and  liver  primary 

2 

— 

2 

Biliary  passages  and  liver  secondary 

— 

— 

— 

Pancreas 

9 

3 

12 

Peritoneum 

1 

2 

3 

Unspecified  digestive  organs 

1 

— 

1 

83 

73 

156 

Respiratory  System 

M 

F 

Total 

Nose,  nasal  cavities,  middle  ear  and  accessory 

sinuses 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

3 

Larynx 

•  •  • 

7 

1 

8 

Lung  and  bronchus  primary 

•  •  . 

55 

7 

62 

Lung  and  bronchus  unspecified  primary 

or 

secondary 

•  .  • 

— 

— 

— 

Mediastinum 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Thoracic  organs  secondary 

... 

1 

— 

1 

66 

9 

75 

Breast  and  Genito -urinary  Organs 

M 

F 

Total 

Breast 

•  •  • 

2 

60 

62 

Cervix  uteri 

•  •  • 

— 

22 

22 

Corpus  uteri 

•  .  . 

— 

16 

16 

Other  parts  of  uterus  including  chorionepithe- 

lioma  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

Uterus,  unspecified 

•  .  • 

— 

3 

3 

Ovary,  Fallopian  tube  and  broad  ligament 

•  •  • 

— 

15 

15 

Other  and  unspecified  female  gential  organs 

.  •  . 

— 

4 

4 

Prostate 

... 

14 

— 

14 

Testis 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Other  and  unspecified  male  gential  organs 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

3 

Kidney 

•  .  . 

6 

1 

7 

Bladder 

... 

16 

6 

22 

42 

128 

170 

Other  and  Unspecified  Sites 

M 

F 

Total 

Malignant  melanoma  of  skin 

2 

2 

4 

Rodent  Ulcer 

25 

28 

53 

Other  skin  ... 

12 

5 

17 

Eye  . 

— 

— 

— 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous  system 

7 

7 

14 

Thyroid  gland 

— 

3 

3 

Other  endocrine  glands  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Bone 

— 

1 

1 

Connective  tissue  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Secondary  and  unspecified  lymph  nodes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  and  unspecified  sites 

... 

3 

6 

9 

50 

52 

102 

14 


TABLE  I. 

V IT al  Statisti  cs — Pl Y MO  UTH — 1914-1957. 


Year. 


1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 
Average 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 
Average 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 
Average 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 
Average 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 
Average 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 
Average 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 
Average 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 
Average 

1954 

1955 

1956  . 

1957 


Estimated 
Mid-year 
Population 
(a)  Civilian 
(6)  Total 
Resident. 


212,421  ( b ) 
187,911  (a) 
184,473  (a) 
179,375  (a) 
179,629  (a) 

181,967  {a) 
189,218  (a, 

199.860  (a) 
200,370  (a) 
193,017  (a) 

192  900  (a) 
197,378  (a) 

187.300  (a) 
187,600  (a) 

187.600  (a) 

199,000  {a) 
199,000  (a) 

191.800  (a) 
208,440  ( b ) 

206.200  (b) 

203,450  ( b ) 

203.600  ( b ) 

206.400  ( b ) 
210,460  {b) 

211.800  (b) 

215.500  (a) 

197.800  (a) 

149.300  (a) 

127.300  (a) 
136,530  (a) 

144.700  (a) 
157,580  (a) 
176,070  (a) 

181.600  [a) 
188,940  (a) 

190.860  {a) 
208,960  ( b ) 

219.700  (6) 

218.600  (Z>) 

221.400  (6) 

217.500  ( b ) 
218,000  (b) 

216.200  ( b ) 
217,900  ( b ) 


Birth 

Rate. 


23.70 

19.90 
21.60 
19.39 
19.17 

20.75 
21.62 

26.35 
21.21 

19.65 

19.49 

21.66 
18.16 
18.1 
17.2 
16.5 
17.0 

17.59 

16.5 
15.9 
16.4 

15.59 
15.67 
16.01 

15.7 
15.0 

14.8 

14.6 

15.6 
15.14 

15.6 

16.6 
16.43 
22.12 
23.03 

18.75 
24.03 
24.27 
24.26 

24.72 

21.36 

23.73 

19.75 

16.91 

16.49 
15.95 

16.45 
17.11 

16.46 
16.22 
16.31 

16.59 


Death. 

Rate. 


15.50 
17.40 
16.10 
16.44 

18.90 
16.86 

15.48 

14.48 
12.5 

14.4 

12.7 

13.91 

14.3 
12.2 

12.3 
12.0 
12.0 

12.5 

12.6 

11.8 
13.5 

12.55 
13.23 
12.73 
12.05 
12.25 
12.25 

12.79 
11.95 
12.25 
12.61 

15.72 

23.87 

15.51 
16.69 

16.88 
14.66 

15.55 
13.87 
14.09 
12.25 
14.08 
13.14 

11.72 
12.16 
11.18 
11.03 
11.84 

10.79 
10.93 
11.28 
10.76 


Infant 


Crude  Death-Rates  per  1,000  Population  from 


Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Live 

Births. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Tuberculosis. 

I 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Other 

Forms. 

109.70 

.26 

.05 

.22 

.25 

1.23 

.37 

119.30 

.61 

.04 

.13 

.23 

1.26 

.45 

90.60 

.26 

.02 

.08 

.28 

1.37 

.35 

98.95 

.46 

.01 

.11 

.17 

1-25 

.49 

96.63 

.31 

.03 

.32 

.09 

1.67 

.49 

102.63 

.38 

.03 

.17 

.20 

1.35 

.43 

85.85 

.16 

.02 

.02 

.20 

1.27 

.40 

74.78 

.18 

.00 

.17 

.19 

1.03 

.24 

77.52 

.01 

.02 

.05 

.06 

1.04 

.21 

74.31 

.22 

.01 

.10 

.07 

1.09 

.24 

50.67 

.03 

.00 

.04 

.05 

1.04 

.23 

72.62 

.12 

.01 

.07 

.11 

1.09 

.26 

81.53 

.13 

.00 

.16 

.11 

1.08 

.22 

63.0 

.01 

.01 

.07 

.04 

0.91 

.22 

71.9 

.10 

.01 

.07 

.18 

0.95 

.18 

61.0 

.00 

.02 

.06 

.12 

0.97 

.16 

69.2 

.41 

.01 

.02 

.17 

0.85 

.17 

69.32 

.13 

.01 

.07 

.12 

0.95 

.19 

59.5 

.02 

.02 

.17 

.13 

0.84 

.12 

60.0 

.14 

.03 

.02 

.11 

0.84 

.17 

66.8 

.01 

.01 

.05 

.08 

0.69 

.20 

58.44 

.02 

.04 

.07 

.09 

0.78 

.15 

58.16 

.06 

.01 

06 

.08 

0.86 

.12 

60.58 

.05 

.02 

.07 

.10 

0.80 

.15 

53.69 

.06 

.00 

.08 

.07 

0.82 

.17 

59.70 

.02 

.00 

.01 

.11 

0.56 

.  rs 

55.86 

.01 

.00 

.09 

.19 

0.60 

.13 

45.88 

.00 

.00 

.01 

.08 

0.70 

.07 

53.25 

.12 

— 

.05 

.07 

0.64 

.13 

53.63 

.04 

.00 

.05 

.10 

0.68 

.13 

42.04 

— 

— 

— ■ 

.11 

0.64 

.12 

59.69 

.02 

— 

.00 

.53 

0.83 

.13 

77.49 

.08 

— 

.07 

.18 

0.94 

.15 

51.82 

.00 

- - 

.01 

.12 

0.95 

.23 

37.53 

.06 

— 

06 

.07 

0.92 

.20 

53,71 

.03 

— 

.03 

.20 

0.85 

.16 

39.98 

.00 

— 

.00 

.02 

0.86 

.12 

55.96 

.00 

— 

.01 

.03 

0.79 

.10 

46.11 

.00 

— 

m 

.01 

0.60 

.14 

49.88 

.05 

— 

.01 

.01 

0.77 

.16 

29.73 

_ . 

— 

.01 

.00 

0.73 

.12 

44.33 

.01 

- — . 

.01 

.01 

0.75 

.13 

34*23 

.00 

— 

.03 

.00 

0.62 

.03 

29.43 

. 

- - 

.01 

— 

0.52 

.07 

33.41 

.01 

— 

.01 

— 

0.42 

.04 

29.53 

. _ . 

— 

.01 

.00 

0.22 

.02 

26.90 

— 

— 

.01 

— 

0.20 

.02 

30.70 

28.21 

.00 

— 

.01 

.00 

0.39 

0.14 

.03 

.01 

20.65 

. _ - 

— 

.00 

0.19 

.00 

17.58 

t 

_ _ 

■ - 

■ — 

0.12 

.00 

22.41 

— 

— 

— 

0.07 

.01 

Cancer 


1.08 

1.15 

1.24 

1.33 

1.16 
1.19 

1.38 
1.29 

1.34 

1.25 
1.40 

1.33 
1.31 
1.36 
1.49 

1.58 
1.52 

1.45 

1.39 

1.47 

1.48 

1.49 
1.47 

1.46 

1.59 
1.58 

1.57 
1.63 
1.54 

1.58 
1 .65 
1.85 

2.25 
2.51 

2.34 
2.12 
2.13 
2.18 
2.06 

1.83 
2.09 
2.06 
1.98 
1.82 
1.65 
1.73 

1.84 
1.80 

1.78 
1.88 

1.79 

1.68 


Note -A  series  of  dashes  indicates  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  that  particular  disease  during  that  year. 

A  •'  0  ”  preceding  a  decimal  point  indicates  that  in  some  previous  year  the  rate  was  greater  than  unity. 

A  rate  of  .00  indicates  that  there  were  too  few  deaths  during  that  year  to  be  expressed  as  a  rate  to  two  decimal  placee. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics — 1914-1957. 


Year. 

Stillbirths. 

Infant  Mortality 

Neo-Mo 

►RTALITY. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live  and 
Still 
Births. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
under 

1  year. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live 
Births. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
under 

4  weeks. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live 
Births. 

Se 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

psis. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live  and 
Still 
Births. 

Otk 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

[ERS. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live  and 
Still 
Births. 

To' 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

rAL. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live  and 
Still 
Births. 

1914 

51 

10.02 

553 

109.7 

215 

42.68 

5 

.98 

22 

4.32 

27 

5.30 

1915 

29 

6.80 

505 

119.3 

145 

34.26 

6 

1.41 

17 

3.98 

23 

5.39 

1916 

64 

14.51 

394 

90.6 

140 

32.20 

4 

.90 

20 

4  53 

24 

5.43 

1917 

59 

17.57 

376 

96.95 

137 

.35.33 

2 

1.50 

15 

3  81 

17 

4.31 

1918 

133 

33.24 

373 

96.63 

132 

34.20 

5 

1.25 

14 

3.50 

19 

4.75 

Average 

67 

16.43 

444 

102.63 

154 

35.73 

4 

1.21 

17 

4  03 

22 

5.03 

1919 

143 

33.70 

352 

85.85 

135 

32.93 

5 

1.18 

18 

4  24 

23 

5.42 

1920 

153 

27.61 

403 

74.78 

182 

33.78 

4 

.73 

22 

3.96 

26 

4.69 

1921 

? 

? 

347 

77.52 

153 

34.18 

3 

.67 

12 

2.68 

15 

3  35 

1922 

134 

31.22 

309 

74.31 

153 

36.81 

4 

.93 

17 

3.96 

21 

4.89 

1923 

129 

30.33 

209 

50.67 

102 

24.74 

5 

1.17 

12 

2.82 

17 

3  99 

Average 

139 

30.71 

324 

72.62 

145 

32.49 

4 

.84 

16 

3.53 

20 

4.47 

1924 

125 

32.23 

306 

81.53 

128 

34.1 1 

6 

1.54 

19 

4.90 

25 

6  44 

1925 

? 

? 

243 

63.0 

117 

30.54 

3 

.78 

15 

3.91 

18 

4  69 

1926 

? 

? 

262 

71.9 

106 

29.12 

3 

.83 

8 

2.19 

11 

3.02 

1927 

? 

? 

214 

61.0 

112 

31.99 

11 

3.15 

16 

4.56 

27 

7.71 

1928 

149 

39.64 

250 

69.2 

121 

33.53 

5 

1.38 

17 

4.71 

22 

6.09 

Average 

137 

35. S3 

255 

68.32 

117 

31.85 

5 

1.53 

15 

4.05 

20 

6.69 

1929 

147 

40.03 

210 

59.5 

111 

31.49 

6 

1.76 

11 

2.86 

17 

4.62 

1930 

179 

49.73 

208 

60.0 

93 

27.19 

8 

2.22 

18 

5.00 

26 

7.22 

1931 

128 

36.00 

229 

66.8 

102 

29.77 

1 

.29 

8 

2.33 

9 

2.62 

1932 

153 

44.94 

190 

58.44 

97 

29.84 

8 

2.35 

12 

3.52 

20 

5  87 

1933 

126 

37.53 

188 

58.16 

107 

33.11 

7 

2.08 

13 

3  87 

20 

5.95 

Average 

147 

41.64 

205 

60.58 

102 

30.28 

6 

1.74 

12 

3.52 

18 

5  26 

1934 

118 

35.5 

172 

53.69 

91 

28.41 

6 

1.81 

8 

2.40 

14 

4.21 

1935 

124 

38.8 

183 

59.70 

103 

33.60 

9 

2.82 

7 

2.19 

16 

5.01 

1936 

120 

37.7 

171 

55.86 

77 

25.16 

5 

1  57 

4 

1.26 

9 

2  83 

1937 

118 

36.9 

141 

45.88 

66 

21.48 

7 

2.19 

10 

3.13 

17 

5.32 

1938 

140 

40.6 

176 

53.25 

87 

26.32 

2 

0.58 

5 

1.45 

7 

2  03 

Average 

124 

37.9 

108 

53.68 

85 

26.SS 

6 

1,79 

7 

2.08 

12 

3.S8 

1939 

127 

35.5 

145 

42.04 

82 

23.79 

2 

0.55 

9 

2.51 

1 1 

3.06 

1940 

117 

34.2 

197 

59.69 

95 

28.83 

7 

2.04 

4 

1.17 

1 1 

3.21 

1941 

1942 

82 

87 

32.3 

29  9 

178 

146 

77.49 

51.82 

75 

85 

30.57 

30.17 

2 

2 

0.84 

0.69 

4 

8 

1 .68 
2.75 

6 

10 

—  Ox- 

3.44 

1943 

103 

31  7 

118 

37.53 

57 

18.13 

5 

1 .54 

7 

2.15 

12 

3.69 

Average 

1944 

103 

99 

32.7 

27  6 

157 

139 

53.71 

39.98 

79 

80 

26.23 

23.01 

4 

3 

1.13 

0.84 

8 

4 

2.05 

1.12 

10 

7 

3.18 

1.96 

1945 

111 

28  2 

214 

55.96 

112 

29.28 

3 

0.76 

14 

3.56 

17 

4.32 

1946 

101 

23  09 

197 

46.11 

113 

26.45 

1 

0.22 

5 

1.14 

6 

o 

1 .36 

1947 

1948 

Average 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 
Average 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

97 

82 

98 

98 

68 

89 

81 

75 

82 

90 

73 

86 

69 

21.14 

19.91 

23.99 

25.34 

18  88 
23.98 
22.70 
20.17 
22.21 
24.52 
20.22 
23.80 
18.73 

224 

120 

179 

129 

104 

121 

103 

98 

111 

101 

73 

62 

81 

49.88 

29.73 

44.33 

34.23 

29.43 

33.41 
29.53 
26.90 
30.70 
28.21 
20.65 
17.58 

22.41 

127 

80 

102 

75 

67 

77 

73 

62 

71 

71 

52 

46 

59 

28.28 

19.82 
25.37 
19.89 
18.96 
21.26 
20.94 
17.02 
19.61 

19.83 
14.71 
13.05 
16.32 

1 

2 

1 

1 

.4 

0.24 

0.41 

0.27 

0.27 

0.11 

3 

1 

5 

5 

3 

2 

3 

5 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0.65 

0.24 

1.34 

1.29 

0.83 

0.54 

0.84 

1.34 

0.97 

1.09 

0.83 

0.27 

0.27 

3 

2 

7 

5 

4 

2 

3 

6 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0.65 

0.48 

1.75 

1.29 

1.10 

0.54 

0.84 

1.61 

1.08 

1.09 

0.83 

0.27 

0.27 

t 

DEATHS  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE— BY  CAUSES  AND  AGE  GROUPS 

(CLASSIFIED  LOCALLY  UNDER  THE  INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH) 

For  the  52  Weeks  Ended  28th  December,  1957 


Cause  of  Death 


A  23  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

A  34  Infectious  hepatitis 
A  57  Malignant  neoplasm  of  all  other  and 
unspecified  sites  ... 

A  60  Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of 
unspecified  nature 

A  6S  Allergic  disorders,  all  other  endoc¬ 
rine,  metabolic  and  blood  diseases 
A  88  Influenza 
A  89  Lobar  pneumonia  ... 

A  90  Bronchopneumonia 
A  91  Primary  atypical,  other  and  un¬ 
specified  pneumonia 
A  92  Acute  bronchitis 
A  104  Gastro-enteritis  and  colitis,  except 
diarrhoea  of  the  newborn 
A  107  Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
A  127  Spina  bifida  and  meningocele 
A  128  Congenital  malformations  of  the 
circulatory  system 

A  129  All  other  congenital  malformations 
A  130  Birth  injuries 

A  131  Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atelectasis 
A  132  Infections  of  the  newborn  ... 

A  133  Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn 
A  134  All  other  defined  diseases  of  early 
infancy 

A  135  Ill-defined  diseases  peculiar  to  earlv 
infancv,  and  immaturity  un¬ 
qualified  ... 

AE13S  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
AE139  Other  transport  accidents  ... 

AE141  Accidental  falls 

AX147  Effects  of  foreign  body  entering 
through  orifice 


Totals 


under 

1 

day 

T  nt.nl 

J 

Total 

Total 

1 

1 
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4 

5 

6 
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-13 

14 

i 

to 
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21 
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10 

1 1 
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day 
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da 
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month 
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~ 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

34 

1 

25 

1 

- 

2 

— 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1  2 

3 

48  33 

10  1 

58 

34 

15c 
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DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS  AND  CAUSES— 1957. 

» 

AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 


Cause  of  Death 


0-1 


M. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

5.  Whooping-cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and 

bronchus  ... 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  ... 

15.  Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease... 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum... 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.. 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war... 


F. 


Total  All  Causes 


13 


6 

28 

1 


48 


i  _ 


9 

1 


7 

16 


33 


1-4 

Total 

under 

5  yrs. 

5-14 

15-24 

25  -44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  and 
upwards 

Total 
all  ages 

jrand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

l 

1 

1 

5 

— - 

7 

3 

2 

1 

11 

9 

20 

___ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

6 

• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 

4 

8 

9 

5 

5  i 

28 

18 

46 

• 

3 

1 

23 

4 

26 

3 

6 

1  1 

58 

9  ! 

67 

. 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

13 

— 

8 

— 

3 

—  | 

28 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

12 

_  1 

4  1 

— 

6 

—  i 

28  ! 

28 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

5 

4 

40 

25 

39  j 

26 

32 

38 

117 

96 

213 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

8 

10 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

3 

6 

10 

16 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

45 

25 

41 

59 

62 

95 

152 

181 

333 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

86 

31 

91 

39 

50  J 

59 

236 

129 

365 

, _ _ 

— r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

10 

9 

15  ! 

15 

29 

31 

60 

L  i- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

15 

11 

44 

42 

1  104 

166 

167 

221 

388 

__ 

w 

— 

i  _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

5 

17 

12 

19 

22 

50 

39 

89 

1 

1 

— r 

i 

'  — 

1 

— 

2 

4 

3 

4 

2 

2 

5 

11 

13 

24 

3 

,  . 

16 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10 

3 

21 

11 

39 

47 

88 

71 

159 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

12 

1 

28 

9 

18 

16 

60 

29 

89 

_ „ 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

'  2 

2 

9 

6 

15 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

6 

1 

8 

1 

21 

3 

24 

1 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

10 

. 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

_ 

0 

3 

8 

3 

7 

14 

22 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

10 

— 

16 

— 

16 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

11 

19 

__ 

26 

16 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

20 

22 

19 

20 

13 

43 

85 

101 

186 

1 

1 

— 

1 

l 

3 

— 

1 

i.  - 

6 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

14 

6 

to 

o 

2 

.  _ 

3 

— 

2 

2 

3 

- 

4 

3 

3 

7 

4 

2 

6 

i  5 

25 

19 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

4 

9 

1 

5 

2 

1 

11 

17 

28 

9 

2 

57 

35 

7 

5 

8 

i 

\ 

47 

1 

38 

329 

203  377 

* 

281 

403 

550 

1228 

1119 

2347 

15d 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  52  WEEKS  ENDED  28th  DECEMBER,  1957 

1  N  I  l',RNA  I IONAL  STATISTICAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH _ (W.H.O.  1948) 


Cause  of  Death 

0-1 

vears 

M.  F. 

| 

5  14 

15- 

24 

25 

44 

45 

04 

G5 

74 

75  years 

T  otal 

Grand 

Deaths 

in 

ears 

M'.  F. 

years 

M.  F. 

years 

M.  F. 

years 

M.  F. 

years 

M.  F. 

and 

M. 

over 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Insti¬ 

tutions 

A  1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

4 

7 

9 

1 

. 

1 

1 

8 

- 1 

,7 

11 

A  3 

Tuberculosis  of  intestines,  peritoneum 

O 

9 

and  mesenteric  glands  ... 

l 

1 

A  4 

Tuberculosis  of  bones 

1 

1 

— 

A  5 

Tuberculosis,  all  other  forms 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

A  8 

Tabes  Dorsalis  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

A  10 

All  other  syphilis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

\  23 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ..." 

1 

2 

9 

9 

A  34 

Infectious  hepatitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

A  43 

All  other  diseases  classified  as  infective 

1 

and  parasitic 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  ' 

1 

2 

A  44 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  buccal  cavity  and 

4 

5 

A  45 

pharynx . 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

•> 

3 

1 

6 

10 

n 

6 

Q 

16 

10 

51 

12 

2 

27 

A  40 

A  47 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  intestine,  except 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

17 

4 

9 

6 

/ 

32  | 

19 

A  48 

rectum 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  rectum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

4 

5 

2 

9 

3 

7 

4 

5 

3 

13 

20 

10 

8 

25 

12 

2 

45 

22 

10 

16 

9 

7 

A  49 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  larynx  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

__ 

3 

4 

2 

1 

A  50 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  trachea,  and  of 

bronchus,  and  lung,  not  specified  as 
secondary 

3 

1 

23 

4 

25 

3 

6 

1 

2 

57 

9 

66 

30 

A  51 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

_ 

12 

11 

O/ 

29 

29 

11 

6 

A  52 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  cervix  uteri 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

_ 

6 

3 

4 

19 

19 

A  53 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  other  and  un- 

specified  parts  of  uterus 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

1 

1 

8 

8 

A  54 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  prostate 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

_ 

4 

— 

5 

13 

13 

5 

A  55 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  skin 

— 

— 

_ 

___ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

A  56 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  bone  and  con- 

nective  tissue 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1  j 

3 

2 

5 

2 

A  57 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  all  other  and 

unspecified  sites  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

2 

10 

13 

12 

11 

7 

14 

32 

42, 

8 

74 

34 

A  58 

Leukaemia  and  alcukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

10 

8 

A  59 

Lymphosarcoma  and  other  neoplasms  of 

lymphatic  and  haematopoietic  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

_ 

7 

3 

10 

5 

A  60 

Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of 

unspecified  nature 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

4 

4 

8 

6 

A  62 

Thyrotoxicosis  with  or  without  goitre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

___ 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

A  63 

Diabetes  mellitus  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

7 

9 

16 

8 

A  64 

Avitaminosis  and  other  deficiency  states 

— 

— 

— 

^r- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

A  65 

Anaemias 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

5 

1 

7 

8 

4 

A  66 

Allergic  disorders;  all  other  endocrine. 

metabolic  and  blood  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

_ e. 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

5 

2 

2 

_ 

16 

7 

23 

8 

A  67 

Psychoses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

A  70 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  the  central  ner- 

vous  system 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

46 

24 

43 

58 

61 

94 

153 

178 

331 

124 

A  72 

Multiple  sclerosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

A  73 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

A  76 

Glaucoma 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

A  78 

All  other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

and  sense  organs 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

'  — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

5 

— 

6 

5 

15 

20 

5 

A  79 

Rheumatic  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

A  80 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

4 

10 

10 

20 

19 

39 

16 

A  81 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart 

disease  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— . 

— 

8 

1 

77 

31 

106 

65 

135 

202 

326 

299 

625 

145 

A  82 

Other  diseases  of  heart  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

4 

1 

7 

6 

16 

16 

29 

23 

52 

12 

A  83 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

17 

33 

19 

22 

29 

72 

66 

138 

49 

A  84 

Hypertension  without  mention  of  heart 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

7 

10 

2 

A  85 

Diseases  of  arteries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

2 

5 

5 

13 

7 

20 

12 

A  86 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

9 

8 

A  87 

Acute  upper  respiratory  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

A  88 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

5 

11 

12 

23 

10 

A  89 

Lobar  pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  — 

2 

— 

3 

- 

3 

5 

9 

5 

14 

7 

A  90 

Bronchopneumonia 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

2 

1 

7 

2 

16 

12 

33 

41 

64 

58 

122 

95 

A  91 

Primary  atypical,  other  and  unspecified 

1 

1 

2 

pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 

A  92 

Acute  bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

4 

81 

12 

A  93 

Bronchitis,  chronic  and  unqualified 

— r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11 

1 

28 

6 

16 

12 

56 

19 

75 

22 

A  97 

All  other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

9 

7 

16 

9 

A  99 

Ulcer  of  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

11 

3 

14 

10 

A  100 

Ulcer  of  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

6 

— 

6 

5 

A  102 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

9 

A  103 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

5 

4 

8 

9 

17 

14 

A  104 

Gastro-enteritis  and  colitis,  except  diar- 

2 

1 

1 

rhoea  of  the  newborn  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

—  _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

5 

A  105 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

2 

8 

8 

A  106 

Cholelithiasis  and  cholecystitis . 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

3 

A  107 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

1 

2 

10 

4 

14 

13 

A  109 

Chronic,  other  and  unspecified  nephritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

1 

4 

5 

1 

5 

8 

17 

19 

36 

16 

A  110 

Infections  of  kidney 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

1 

A  111 

Calculi  of  urinary  system 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

9 

5 

A  112 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

10 

10 

A  114 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

3 

9 

44 

A  120 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  child- 

1 

1 

' 

birth  and  the  puerperium 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

““ 

“ 

1 

1  1 

A  122 

Arthritis  and  spondylitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

— 

— ■ 

4 

5 

A  126 

All  other  diseases  of  skin  and  musculo- 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

skeletal  system  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

9 

44 

A  127 

Spina  bifida  and  meningocele 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

A  128 

Congenital  malformations  of  circulatory 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

3 

«> 

8 

6 

7 

system 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

6 

6 

9 

1 

1 

A  129 

All  other  congenital  malformations 

3 

5 

2 

— 

— 

“ 

A  130 

Birth  injuries 

2 

— 

— 

5 

/ 

A  131 

Post-natal  asphyxia  and  atelectasis 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

““ 

— 

— 

4 

5 

1 

1 

6 

13 

1 

1 

A  132 

Infections  of  the  newborn 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

*■* 

8 

A  133 

Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn  ... 

— 

! 

— 

- 

— 

• • 

— 

A  134 

All  other  defined  diseases  of  early  infancy 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

*  “■ 

““ 

A  135 

Ill-defined  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy 

10 

13 

10 

9*> 

21 

7 

and  immaturity  unqualified 

13 

— 

— 

1 

21 

23 

26 

A  136 

Senility  without  mention  of  psychosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

A  137 

Ill-defined  and  unknown  causes  of  mor- 

1 

«) 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

8 

19 

bidity  and  mortality 

— 

— 

1. 

1 

Q 

1 

6 

V 

n 

3 

o 

3 

14 

5 

a 

0 

20 

6 

7 

AE138 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

— 

O 

1 

1 

0 

1 

AE139 

Other  transport  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

1 

44 

1 

2 

Q 

1 

1 

A 

4 

9 

2 

AE140 

Accidental  poisoning 

'  7 

— 

— 

2 

9 

O 

n 

0 

2 

13 

11 

AE141 

Accidental  falls 

— 

— 

4 

AE143 

Accident  caused  by  fire  and  explosion  of 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

28 

0 

combustible  material 

— 

— 

1 

1 

0 

44 

1 

1 

& 

1 

17 

44 

AE146 

AE148 

Accidental  drowning  and  submersion 
Suicide  and  self-iniiicted  injury  ... 

mmm 

mm 

— 

— 

3 

4 

9 

5 

3 

1 

n 

6 

AN  147 

Effects  of  foreign  body  entering  through 

2 

9 

9 

1 

1 

AN149 

orifice 

Effects  of  poisons  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

9 

44 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

AN  150 

All  other  and  unspecified  effects  of 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

c 

1 

external  causes  ... 

3 

D 

Totals 

58 

34 

7 

5 

9 

6 

46 

39 

324 

202 

1 

‘  373 

281 

,  403 

548 

1220 

j  1115 

2335 

l 

i  939 

15e 


' 


I 


T 


Lymphatic  and  Haematopoietic  Tissues 

Lymphosarcoma  and  reticulosarcoma 

Hodgkins  disease 

Other  forms  of  lymphoma 

Multiple  myeloma 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

Mycosis  fungoides 


M  F  Total 


4  2  6 
1  -  1 
1  -  1 
1  -  1 

3  9  12 


10  11  21 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 
Taken  at  The  Hoe,  Plymouth,  during  the  Year  1957 


1957 

1956 

Records  and 

A verages 

Temperatures: 

Maximum 

82.0 

75.6 

87.0  + 

(16th  June) 

(24th  July) 

(16/8/47) 

Minimum 

25.0 

16.7 

(12/7/23) 

16.0: 

(17th  Dec.) 

(2nd  Feb.) 

(29/1/47) 

Mean 

52.7 

50.6 

(1/2/47) 

51.5*** 

Daily  Range  ... 

10.6 

11.1 

10.7*** 

Relative  Humidity  . . . 

82% 

83% 

81%*** 

Earth  Temperatures: 

Earth  1  ft.  deep 

53.2 

51.7 

52.3* 

Earth  4  ft.  deep 

53.9 

52.3 

52.8** 

Minimum  on  Grass  ... 

21.1 

5.0 

5.0+ 

(16th  Dec.) 

(2nd  Feb.) 

(2/2/56) 

Sea  Temperature: 

Mean  6  ft.  deep 

54.4 

53.1 

53.3* 

Rainfall  : 

Total  during  Year 

36.35" 

35.30" 

37.62"*** 

Greatest  daily  fall 

1.18" 

1 .53" 

2.55"$ 

(3rd  Nov.) 

(25th  Dec.) 

(15/8/52) 

Number  Wet  Days  ... 

177 

181 

190*** 

Sunshine: 

Total  Number  Hours  ... 

1760.6 

1755.5 

1684.6*** 

Greatest  Daily  Amount 

15.3 

15.2 

15.3+ 

(5th  June) 

(26th  June) 

(3/6/06) 

Number  Sunless  Days 

63 

56 

(5/6/57) 

§3*** 

Wind  : 

Prevailing  Direction  ... 

N.W. 

E.S.E. 

S.W.*** 

Highest  Gust,  m.p.h 

_ _ _ 

87 

69 

96+ 

(10th  Dec.) 

(29th  July) 

(8/3/28) 

X  Denotes  Absolute  Record. 

*  Denotes  a  55  Year  Average. 
**  Denotes  a  37  Year  Average. 
***  Denotes  a  60  Year  Average. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  CLIMATOLOGICAL  STATION 

FOR  1957 


Notes-  The  mean  temperatures  for  January,  February, 

and  March  were  all  above  the  60  Year’s  Average. 
The  mean  temperature  for  March,  51.3°F.,  was  the  warmest  since 
records  began  in  1893.  The  total  rainfall  recorded  during  January, 
February,  and  March  amounted  to  13.61 " .  In  contrast,  the  total 
rainfall  during  April  was  only  .19",  and  equalled  the  driest  April  on 
record  established  in  1912. 

There  were  263.5  hours  of  sunshine  in  May,  and  307.2  hours  in 
June.  Both  totals  were  well  above  the  60  Years’  Average.  On  the 
5th  June,  15.3  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded,  equalling  the 
sunniest  day  on  record  for  June  previously  established  in  1906. 

On  the  28th  May,  the  Hoe  station  was  visited  by  the  Senior 
Meteorological  Officer,  Mount  Batten.  Observational  procedure  was 
inspected,  while  thermometers  and  other  instruments  in  use  were 
checked  and  tested.  Partly  arising  from  matters  of  mutual  interest 
discussed  during  this  annual  visit,  the  Air  Ministry  subsequently 
approved  the  issue  of  a  daily  forecast  from  Mount  Batten  for  the 
display  screen  on  Plymouth  Hoe.  This  local  service,  the  first  of  its 
kind  since  1939,  commenced  on  the  24th  June,  and  has  received 
good  publicity  in  the  local  Press.  Details  of  weather,  temperature, 
and  wind  for  the  Plymouth  area  until  dawn  the  following  day  are 
given  in  each  report,  which  is  issued  at  about  10  a.m. 

Sunshine  totals  for  July,  August,  September,  and  October  were 
all  below  the  60  Years’  Average,  while  rainfall  totals  during  July, 
August,  and  September  were  above  average.  During  October,  an 
observer  attended  a  useful  short  course  at  the  Meteorological  Office 
Training  School,  Stanmore,  Middlesex. 

Although  2. 31"  of  rain  fell  in  the  first  four  days  of  November, 
the  total  November  rainfall  was  below  the  60  Years’  Average.  On 
the  2nd  December,  7.4  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded,  the  sunniest 
December  day  since  records  began  in  1893.  The  strongest  wind  for 
many  years  was  registered  at  Smeaton  Tower  on  the  10th  December, 
when  wind  gusts  reached  hurricane  force. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Report  of  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Dr.  Marion  Smellie 

Births-  The  notified  and  registered  live  births  numbered 

3,958,  and  after  local  adjustment  for  outward  and 
inward  transfers  3,629.  The  Registrar  ahocated  3,615  to  Plymouth, 
giving  a  live  birth  rate  of  16.59,  the  late  for  England  Wales  being 
16.1. 

As  in  previous  years  many  more  illegitimate  births  were 
allocated  to  Plymouth  than  were  notified  or  registered  as  such 
locally. 

There  were  1,861  domiciliary  live  births  and  2,097  live  births 
in  institutions. 


Notified 

Registered 

Allocated 

Total  live  births 

(legitimate 

and  illegitimate) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3958 

3958 

3615 

Total  stillbirths 

(legitimate 

and  illegitimated 

•  ♦  •  •  •  • 

92 

92 

69 

4050 

4050 

3684 

Illegitimate  births- 

-live 

100 

100 

194 

stillbirths 

4 

4 

3 

104 

104 

197 

PLACE  OF  CONFINEMENT 

Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  1407 

Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  with  doctor  present  ...  411 

Own  home  by  private  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Own  home  by  private  midwife  with  doctor  present  ...  43 

Own  home  by  private  doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home  by  midwife  ...  ...  ...  754 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home  by  midwife  with  doctor 

present  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Devonport  Maternity  Home  by  midwife  ...  ...  23 

Devonport  Maternity  Home  by  midwife  with  doctor 

present  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital  by  midwife  ...  ...  ...  758 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital  by  midwife  with  doctor  present  344 
Hospital  booking  but  B.B.A.  own  home  ...  ...  7 

Other  institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


♦Multiple  births  counted  as  one 
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Year 

BIRTH 

RATES  FROM  1920 
Plymouth 

England  and  Wales 

1920-29 

Average 

.  18.9 

1930-39 

Average 

.  15.4 

1940-49 

Average 

.  21.6 

16.9 

1950 

...  ... 

.  16.91 

15.8 

1951 

...  ... 

.• .  16.49 

15.5 

1952 

...  ... 

.  15.95 

15.3 

1953 

...  ... 

.  16.45 

15.5 

1954 

...  ... 

.  16.46 

15.2 

1955 

...  ... 

.  16.22 

15.0 

1956 

...  ... 

16.31 

15.7 

1957 

... 

.  16.59 

16.1 

The  following  table  shows  the  ward  distribution  of  Plymouth 
births,  adjusted  by  inward  and  outward  transfers: — - 


Ward 

Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

Total 

Number 

Notified 

Charles 

176 

6 

182 

Compton 

177 

3 

180 

Crownhill 

397 

4 

401 

Drake 

125 

1 

126 

Efford 

167 

3 

170 

Ernesettle 

296 

9 

305 

Ford 

139 

4 

143 

Friary 

145 

4 

149 

Molesworth  ... 

202 

3 

205 

Mount  Gold  ... 

153 

3 

156 

Nelson 

258 

6 

264 

Peverell 

92 

1 

93 

St.  Andrew  ... 

160 

4 

164 

St.  Aubyn 

129 

4 

133 

St.  Budeaux 

178 

3 

181 

St.  Peter 

168 

1 

169 

Stoke 

156 

4 

160 

Sutton 

193 

3 

196 

Tamerton 

184 

6 

190 

Trelawny 

134 

— 

134 

Totals 

3629 

72 

3701 

Stillbirths.  Ninety-two  stillbirths  were  notified  and  registered. 

There  were  20  outward  transfers  and  no  inward 
transfers,  leaving  72  belonging  to  Plymouth.  The  Registrar 
General,  however,  allocated  only  69  stillbirths  to  Plymouth,  making 
the  stillbirth  rate  18.73,  our  lowest  since  1950,  and  corresponding 
favourably  with  a  rate  of  22.4  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  more  than  half  of  the  reduction  occurred  in  the 
group  of  premature  non-macerated  babies  born  in  hospital. 
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Stillbirth  Rate 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

1 

Plym( 

DUTH 

Per  1,000 
births 

Per  1,000 
population 

Per  1,000 
births 

Per  1,000 
population 

1947 

_ 

0.50 

21.15 

0.53 

1948 

— 

0.42 

19.91 

0.43 

1949 

— 

0.39 

25.34 

0.51 

1950 

— 

0.37 

18.88 

0.32 

1951 

23.0 

0.36 

23.98 

0.40 

1952 

22.7 

0.36 

22.70 

0.37 

1953 

22.4 

0.35 

20.17 

0.34 

1954 

23.5 

0.37 

24.52 

0.41 

1955 

23.2 

0.36 

20.22 

0.33 

1956 

22.8 

— 

23.8 

0.39 

1957 

22.4 

— 

18.73 

0.31 

Number  of  notified  stillbirths — Institutional  ...  68 

Domiciliary  ...  ...  24 

92 

Less  outward  transfers  ...  ...  ...  20 


72 


Inward  transfers 


Plymouth  stillbirths 


72 


The  following  information  has  been  extracted  from  a  survey  of 
the  records  of  the  72  Plymouth  stillbirths : — 


Institutional 

Domiciliary 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital 

38 

Municipal  midwives  ... 

24 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home  . . . 

10 

— 

— 

24 

48 

= 

Doctor  in  attendance  ... 

12 

Male  stillbirths 

33 

Midwife  only  in  attendance  ... 

60 

Female  stillbirths 

38 

Sex  unknown 

1 

72 

72 

20 


A.  Macerated:  39.  (Freedom  Fields  Hospital,  23;  Alexandra  Maternity- 

Home,  3;  Own  home,  13.) 


Duration  of  pregnancy: 

Over  40  weeks  ... 
40  weeks 
36-39  weeks 
30-35  weeks 
28-29  weeks 


3 

4 
17 
10 

5 


39 


Parity : 


1st  pregnancy 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

5th  ,, 

Over  5th  pregnancy 


Prenatal  supervision: 

Satisfactory 

Unknown 


14 

7 

7 

4 

3 

4 

39 


38 

1 

39 


Standard  of  living: 

Good  ... 
Fair 


17 

22 

39 


Causes: 

(i a )  Postmature 

Placental  insufficiency 

Toxaemia 

Unknown 


1 

1 

1 


(b)  Full-tern: 

Toxaemia 

Twisted  cord 

Cord  tightly  round  neck 

Unknown 


1 

2 

1 

1 


(c)  36-39  weeks 

Malformation  of  cord 
Foetal  abnormality 
Placental  insufficiency 
Rhesus  incompatibility 
Toxaemia 

Separation  of  cord  ... 

Anencephaly 

Unknown 


1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

1 

4 
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(d)  32-35  weeks 

Rhesus  antibodies  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Anencephaly  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Placental  insufficiency  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  30-31  weeks 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(/)  28-29  weeks 

Essential  hypertension  ...  ...  ...  1 

Placental  insufficiency  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rhesus  incompatibility  ...  ...  ...  2 

A.P.H.  .  1 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


B.  Premature  But  Not  Macerated:  12.  (4  were  under  3f  lbs. 

4  between  4  and 
weight;  1  between  4\ 
in  weight ;  3  over 
weight.) 


3 

4 
3 
2 

12 


1 

3 
5 
3 

12 

Prenatal  supervision 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Standard  of  living 

Good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

12 


Parity 


1st  pregnancy  ... 

2nd 

3rd 

Over  5th  pregnancy 


Duration  of  pregnancy 

37  weeks 
34-36  weeks 
31-32  weeks 
29-30  weeks 


7 


2 


6 

39 


in  weight ; 

lbs.  in 
and  5  lbs. 
5  lbs.  in 
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Causes 

(a)  37  weeks 

Anencephaly 
Accidental  haemorrhage 
Unknown 

(b)  34-36  weeks 

Congenital  abnormality 
Cerebral  haemorrhage 
Anencephaly 
Placental  insufficiency 

(c)  31-32  weeks 

Intra  uterine  asphyxia 
Toxaemia 

(d)  29-30  weeks 

Prematurity  ... 
Unknown 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 


3 


1 

1 


2 
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C.  Stillbirths  At  or  Near  Term:  21.  (F.F.H.,  7; 

home,  11.) 

Postmature  ...  5  Term  ...  12  39  weeks  ...  2 


A.M.H.,  3; 
38  weeks 


Parity 


1st  pregnancy  ... 
2nd  ,, 

3rd 

Over  5th  pregnancy 


10 

8 

1 

2 

21 


Age 


Under  21  years  ... 
21-24  years 
25-29  „ 

30-34  „ 

35—39  ,, 

40  years  and  over 


1 

9 

5 

4 

1 

1 

21 


Prenatal  supervision 
Satisfactory 


Standard  of  living 

Good 

Poor 

Fair 


15 

1 

5 


Own 
..  2 


23 


Delivery- 


Spontaneous 

Instrumental 


17 

4 


21 


Causes 

Cord  anomalies — 

Tightly  round  neck 

Prolapsed 

Knot  in  cord 

A  PH 

XX  •  JL  •  JL  JL  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  • 

Breech — 

Tentorial  tear 
Extended  arm 
Dystocia 

Anencephaly 

Hydrocephalus 

Placental  insufficiency  (1  postmature' 
Exomphalos 

1 1 , 1 1 . . \ ■  >  >  >  tit  1 1 1  1 1 1  * 

Not  known 


1 

1 

1 

3 

...  3 


1 

1 

1 


3 

4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
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Circular  20/44,  Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  premature  or 
mature  Infants,  underweight  babies  were  born  in  Plymouth,  12 

more  than  in  1956.  Included  in  the  323  were  51 
infants  of  multiple  pregnancies  in  which  one  or  both  infants  were 
underweight.  There  were  87  outward  transfers  and  8  inward 
transfers,  leaving  244  belonging  to  Plymouth  of  which  161  were 
born  in  hospital  and  83  in  their  own  homes. 

There  were  45  deaths  under  one  month,  43  being  in  the  first 
week  and  22  of  the  43  under  24  hours.  Of  those  who  survived  28 


days,  one  died  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  neonatal  mortality  rate  among  Plymouth  premature  babies 
rose  to  184,  the  highest  since  1951  and  the  percentage  surviving 
at  28  days  fell  to  81. 

Neonatal  mortality  rates  in  premature  babies: — - 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


203 

177 

169 

177 

150 

108 

184 
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Of  the  total  notified  live  births  8.16%  were  premature  and  of 
those  belonging  to  Plymouth  6.7%.  Of  the  83  district  bom  pre¬ 
mature  babies,  48  were  nursed  entirely  in  their  own  homes.  2 
died  with  a  few  hours  of  birth  and  33  were  removed  to  the  hospital 
premature  baby  unit,  7  dying  within  28  days. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-four  premature  babies  born  in 
hospital  were  discharged  for  home  nursing  when  4  lbs.  5  ozs.  or 
over. 

Fourteen  premature  babies  left  the  City  during  the  year  and 
on  the  31st  December  there  were  184  (i.e.  75%)  surviving  and 
living  in  Plymouth. 

1956  Follow-up. 

Of  the  207  babies  surviving  in  Plymouth  on  the  31st  December, 
1956,  15  left  the  City  in  the  following  12  months.  There  were  no 
deaths  and  the  remaining  192  are  progressing  satisfactorily. 


DOMICILIARY  PREMATURE  BABY  NURSING  SERVICE 
Summary  of  n  ork  done — 

Total  number  of  babies  attended  ...  ...  ...  255 

1 .  Premature  babies 

(i.e.  5£  lbs.  or  under)  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

2.  Difficult  feeders 

(i.e.  babies  weighing  over  54  lbs.  at  birth  but 
immature,  or  presenting  feeding  difficulties)  50 

Premature  babies  : 

(a)  Babies  born  on  district  and  nursed  at 

home  entirely  ...  ...  ...  ...  4% 

( b )  Babies  born  on  district  and  transferred 

to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33  ^  205 

( c )  Babies  born  in  hospital  and  discharged  I 
for  home  nursing  when  41b.  5oz.  or  over  124J 


25 


Babies  born  on  district  and  nursed  at  home  entirely: 


Weight 

Group 

No.  of 
babies 

A verage 
duration 
of  nursing 

Illnesses  in  first 
month 

Mortality 
in  first 
month 

3  lb.  4  oz.  or 
less 

Over 

3  lb.  4  oz.  up 
to  and  in- 
clud.  4  lb. 

6  oz. 

1 

4  lb.  6  oz.  up 
to  and  in- 
clud.  4  lb. 
15  oz.  ... 

11 

28  days 

1 

4  lb.  15  oz. 
up  to  and 
includ.  5 
lb.  8  oz.  ... 

36 

21  days 

Totals 

48 

24  days 

1 

— 

The  statistical  summaries  which  follow  deal  with  all  Plymouth’s, 
premature  babies  whether  born  at  home  or  in  hospital: — 
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Institutional  and  Domiciliary  Premature,  or  Underweight, 


in 

W 

i— i 

« 

< 

PQ 


ind  living  in  Plymouth 
at  31.12.57 

i  i 

U  nder  1 

|  month 

to  CD 

t-H 

t-H 

Cl 

Six  months 

and  over 

oo  ’ — 1 

89 

fco 

S 

K 

3 

CO 

Total 

113 

71 

184 

Left 

Plymouth 
after  28th 
day  and  up 
<o31.12.57 

O  Cl 

t—H 

Cl 

t-H 

Died 

after 

2 8th  day 
and  up  to 
31.12.57 

t-H 

T-H 

Surviving 
and  living 
in 

Plymouth 
at  28  days 

124 

73 

05 

t-H 

* 

Left 

Plymouth 

within 

28  days 

t*H  t-H 

Cl 

Died 

1-28 

days 

o  ^ 

T-H 

23 

Died 

within 

24 

hours 

o  to 

T-H 

22 

Total 

belonging 

to 

Plymouth 

161 

(66%) 

1 

83 

(34%) 

244 

Plus 

Inward 

Transfers 

GO 

00 

Less 

Outward 

T  ransfers 

87 

87 

Total 
born  in 
Plymouth 

1  240 

83 

323 

1 

Institutional 

premature 
infants  . . . 

Domiciliary 
premature 
infants  ... 

j  Totals... 

I>  1C  rH 
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Ch 
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_P 
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See  following  table  for  more  detailed  information, 


Institutional  and  Domiciliary  Premature,  or  Underweight,  Babies  —  probable  cause  of  prematurity 


•**  <3 


*0  w 
8  to 


"S  -5  5  ?  oi 
£  «  §  ^ 


s 

o 

S  V, 
is  « 


t> 

lO 

oi 


O,  co 


00 

co 


1  —<  Tf  rf 

h  1  «3^ 

<N  CN  00 

|  (M  Tf  I 

1  i—1 

1 

1  1  1 

05 

05 


CO 


oo 


Tt- 


'O  ^ 

[> 


'tt  IA  -> 

* ■>  co  ^ 


3** 


S  CO 


00 
•  S 

*»  i 


t/J 


CO 

CM 


hi 

.$  8  -* 
i~\  •*»  «o 
^  > 


Tf 

C4  ^ 


Tt-  <N 


CO  <M 


<N 


CO 


,  -  o 


C4 


r*  S 

c*c>  o 

S  °  s 
0  ^ 


CO  <N 


rHU5^t  CO  10500  ^  CO  —<  C<l  CO 


cq 


CM 

T— ( 
* 


* 


hi  2 
K  <aj 

% 


<o 


5S 
« 

Oh 


1  1 

C4  i-1  t- 1  co 

CO  CO  I 

j  r— <  r-H 

1  ^ 

1  1  1— < 

T— H 

1 

1 

1  C4 

00 

« 

■V4 

o 

hn 


CO  <N 

co 


r>  io 

<N 


IO 


O  rf 
<M  ,-t 


O  CO  03 
03 


03  I> 


00 

CO 


CO 

03 

CO 


<» 

co 

8 

« 


-o 

-c 

o 

V 

Ch 


.....  .  .  :  .  :  :  co  :  :  :  :  :  : 

Ctf  H  ^ 

•  rH  CO 

S  c  ,a 

. £  ..,0.0 

:::::  :  :  :  3 

^  .  a  o  ^  +* 

. S  w  .*  .  g|  .£  . 

^  5  S  £  J.  j  <o  ■■ ti  ‘  g 

o  s!CorH<C'l-',OrC!C 

%  O  O§noo35  P  P 

a  >  S  h  -p  oc  o 

c  •£  :  :  :  2  M  -£  P  a  :  o  :  '-M  : 

bo  hi  •  •  •  rv  co  ctf  £  3  .  -m  .  .  . 

©  co  «J  „t  h  11  o  i-1  b  P  h1 

S  o  tK)  .CwOOcort.O  Oo  Co 

Prg  ac  o  I 

cp  a  a  S  ^  S  a)  o  §  S  §  P  .  ^  §  V,  o 

'C  j  co  S  Ph  ■  ca  g  $  V  •§  -H  +J  :1o.2°n 

S  |W  g  8  g  «  §  g  |  fc  3.34s* 


C/3 

►4 

C 

H 

O 

H 


28 


Includes  8  inward  transfers  from  Flete 


H 

£ 

O 

s 

Ph  H 

a 


o 

H 

O 

a 


< 

a 

> 

H-H 

a 

a 

p 

a 

a 


O 

i— i 

a 

£ 


o  a 
a  h 
o  a 
a 


a 

a 

CO 


a 

o 

H 


a  o 
H  g 
a  6 

a  2 
a  o 

a  ° 
a  p 

a  < 
00  a 

a  a 
a  a 


a 

o 

a 

o 


co 

K 

H 

M 

M 

P 

►4 

HS 

H 

CO 

w 

« 

p 

H 

<C 

s 

p 

& 

Ph 


in 

K 

H 

IP 

I— I 

ffi 

H 

> 


W 

P 

P 

H 

<! 

§ 

W 

p 

a 


s 

o 

cq 


■s 


g  (O  S 

I* 


<^P 


K| 


«  S 

►si 


<S 

s  .-s 
f§  ~  8 


X5  • 

r-3 

cS 

ts 


qp 


I  ^ 
°c  - 

^  CM 


►1^ 


•«.  xs 

§  ji  *► 
^  'Pp  o 
o  <o 
8 
« 


X3 

to 

Si 

•  <Si 

s 

§ 

V) 


to 

X3 

00 

CM 


xs  •§ 

Si  ^ 

• «  45 
Q  ’P 
8 


to 

k  ►si 

i-1 

►si  -o 

^  o' 

O'!  ° 


cq 


§ 

o 


X$ 

to 

to 

Xs 


o 

xs  ►si 
§  ^ 

§  ^ 

S.  ►* 

S  <M 

o  ^ 

^  -s 

t-i  £ 
<3  to 


§ 

s. 

o 

cq 


-Ki 

o 

Pi 


X3 

t» 

s 

•(S> 

Si 

*ij 

S» 

<n 


<o 

xs 

00 

CM 


X3  •§ 
to  ^ 
'4?  -P 

C|  'x 


2  ►si 

s  -g 

O  *  (Si 

►si  so 


> 

CM 


<3 

•Si 

o 

pH 


<5 

'Si 
•  r-i 

fP 

to 

o 


8 

'  Si 

8 

s 

o 

CP 


xs 

to 

s 

’(Si 

s 

Vs 

S 

CO 


to 

I' 

X3 

co 

CM 


X3 

tO 

*  <S> 


v  -si 
S  s 

O  *  <s» 

^  ^  rO 


*  x<> 


<M  ° 


o 

pH 


►si 

SSS 

V 
•  <s» 

fp 

*K» 

-►* 

►si 

tuo 

Si 

00 


tf 


iM 


CM 


CO 


CO 


to 

CO 


w 

m 

<D 

Vs 

O 

N 

o 

Ht 


c n 
m 
<v 

(h 

o 

in 

6 

tuo 

O 

o 

m 


e  « 


co 


!> 


a> 


m 

<M 


CO 


CO 

CO 


-  g 

Pscn 


jO  m 

a  s 

^  bo 

bJ0^, 

pj  O 

H  O 


xd 
p 

r— H 

O 

fl 

Vj  -i-i 


^5 


CO 


o 

cm" 

I 

o 

o 


9  T3  m 

r\  c 

O  g3 


oo 

<M 


(4 

+J 

0) 

i— H 

fa 


o> 

(M 


<D 

H-> 

<4 

i  '  ') 

Ph 


xp 

fl 

c3 

O 


N 

o 
Psin 
P  ►-. 


CD 

a 


44 

t  I 


(f) 

a 

bo 


o 
m 

bj°M 

tf  ‘ 

Vh 

4 

>  O 

d  <m 


xd  o 
P  o 
o 


CM 


m 


Vi 


0.5 


CD 

CO 


CM 


00 

CO 


CD 


CD 

4 

+-> 

a; 

£ 


CM 


^  ij 

CO  ^ 

pH 


o 

4-> 


N 

o 


P-oo 

p  . 


N 

o 

in 


Vh 

4 

> 


m 


5  in 

6 

b0^ 

P  o 

Tj  ‘O 


a 

P 


CM 

I 

O 
m 
xd  cm^ 

S  C^ 

CC  ' — • 


oo 


CO 

CO 


CD 

CM 


CO 


CO 

CO 


00 

'tft 


CM 


o 

in 


CO 

p 

<J 

H 

o 

H 


28a 


161  17  125 

(Flete  8)  (Flete  7) 


Data  Re  Feeding  of  Plymouth’s  244  Premature  Babies 


Domiciliary :  83 


Left 


Deaths 

Plymouth 

At  2  weeks  . . 

9 

— 

At  1  month  .. 

9 

1 

At  3  months.. 

9 

2 

Institutional : 

161 

Left 

Deaths 

Plymouth 

At  2  weeks  . 

36 

— 

At  1  month  . 

36 

1 

At  3  months. 

37 

11 

Breast 

Partly 

Artificially 

Fed 

Breast  Fed 

Fed 

59 

4 

11 

33 

5 

35 

11 

3 

58 

Breast 

Partly 

Artificially 

Fed 

Breast  Fed 

Fed 

82 

8 

35 

46 

2 

76 

16 

1 

96 

Initial  Feeding  of  184  Premature  Babies  Surviving  and 
Living  in  Plymouth  on  31st  December,  1957 


(a)  Domiciliary :  71 

Entirely  breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Breast  fed,  plus  complementary  feeding  ...  ...  4 

Artificially  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Smallest  baby:  1  lb.  8  oz.  Largest  baby:  5  lb.  8  oz. 

( b )  Institutional:  113 

Entirely  breast  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Breast  fed,  plus  complementary  feeding  ...  ...  8 

Artificially  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Smallest  baby:  1  lb.  1  oz.  Largest  baby:  5  lb.  8  oz. 


Infant  .  More  babies  under  one  year  of  age  died  in  Ply¬ 

mouth  in  1957  than  in  either  of  the  two  previous 
years,  and  our  record  low  mortality  rate  of  17.58  in  1956  was  not 
maintained.  With  a  total  of  81  deaths,  our  rate  for  1957  rose  to 
22.4,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  23.0,  and  with  59  deaths 
under  one  month,  the  neo-mortality  rate  went  up  to  16.32,  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  16.5. 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  for  the  year  is  33.1,  there  being 
69  stillbirths  and  53  first  week  deaths.  There  was  a  decrease  of 
17  in  the  total  number  of  stillbirths,  but  an  increase  of  11  deaths 
under  one  week,  the  latter  being  associated  with  an  increase  of  16 
babies  born  alive  prematurely  in  the  group  weighing  3J  lbs.  or  less. 
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Age  at  Death 

Prematures 

Others 

Total 

Under  24  hours 

22 

1 

23 

1-6  days 

21 

9 

30 

Total  under  1  week  ... 

43 

10 

53 

1  week-1  month 

2 

4 

6 

Total  under  1  month 

45 

14 

59 

-■ 

- — — 

- — 

95.7%  of  the  babies  dying  under  24  hours  were  prematurely 
born,  and  the  percentage  of  premature  deaths  under  one  month 
rose  from  58.0  to  66.0.  About  half  of  the  premature  neonatal 
deaths  were  due  to  immaturity  alone. 

There  were  22  deaths  between  one  month  and  one  year,  of 
which  8  (approximately  36%),  were  due  to  respiratory  tract  in¬ 
fections,  and  8  to  congenital  deformities. 

Three  of  the  11  deaths  between  1  and  5  years  were  due  to 
accidents. 


Deaths  under 

Deaths  0-1 

Deaths  1-5 

Total  Deaths 

1  month 

years 

years 

under  5  years 

1947  ... 

.  •  • 

127 

221 

36 

257 

1948  ... 

80 

125 

31 

156 

1949  ... 

75 

127 

19 

146 

1950  ... 

67 

104 

15 

119 

1951  ... 

77 

121 

29 

150 

1952  ... 

73 

103 

17 

120 

1953  ... 

61 

98 

11 

109 

1954  ... 

71 

101 

11 

112 

1955  ... 

52 

73 

8 

81 

1956  ... 

46 

62 

10 

72 

1957  ... 

59 

81 

11 

92 

Gastro- enteritis  Notification  of  gastro-ententis  m  children  under 

in  children  under  . 

two  years  of  age.  2  years  of  age  was  discontinued  as  from  the 

beginning  of  October,  Up  to  the  30th  September, 
88  confirmed  notifications  had  been  received.  There  were  3  deaths, 
at  4  months,  8  months  and  1  year  and  11  months  respectively; 
the  two  younger  being  associated  with  pneumonia  and  dying  in 
hospital.  These  deaths  were  not  associated  with  poor  mothercraft. 


30 


88 
3 

Deaths 

1 

3 

14  1 

14  I 

24 

32  1 

88  3 

Where  treated — 

Own  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77  1 

Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  2 

88  3 


Total  confirmed  notifications 
Total  deaths 

Age  groups — ■ 

Under  1  month 
1-3  months 
3-6  months 
6-9  months 
9  months-1  year 
1-2  years 


Ophthalmia  Only  4  notifications  were  received,  3  through  the 

Royal  Eye  Infirmary  and  1  from  a  general  practi¬ 
tioner;  two  were  district,  and  two  hospital  cases,  all  were  treated 
at  the  Royal  Eye  Infirmary,  two  being  in-patients.  The  duration 
of  treatment  was  one  to  three  weeks.  There  was  no  impairment 
of  vision  and  no  change  in  the  routine  procedure  for  the  care  of 
the  eyes  of  the  new  born  by  our  domiciliary  midwives. 


Circular  2866 — 

Care  of  illegitimate  children  and  moral  welfare  work 

For  the  whoR  year  pending  the  appointment  of  a  moral  welfare 
officer  the  work  was  carried  on  by  the  superintendent  health  visitor. 

Barnardo  grants  to  individual  mothers  amounted  to  about  £95 
a  month,  and  putative  fathers  allotted  approximately  £50  a  month. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done: — 


Cases  on  hand  from  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Cases  reported  in  1957 — 

Unmarried  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children  ...  44 

Cases  re-opened  in  1957 — 

Unmarried  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Married  women  with  illegitimate  children  ...  13 

—  206 


31 


Reported  by: — 

M.  &  C.W.  .  74 

General  practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Social  workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

National  Assistance  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

City  police  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Solicitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  ...  2 

Themselves  and  others  interested  ...  ...  ...  40 


206 


Total  cases  dealt  with  in  1957  ...  ...  ...  498 


Number  of  interviews 
Number  of  visits 


Assistance  given  as  follows : — 

Taken  to  Homes — 

Dunmore 

9  \ 

Rosemundy 

10  1 

Woodside 

3  I 

St.  Nicholas’  ... 

4 

St.  Raphael’s  ... 

2 

St.  Michael  and  All  Angels  ... 

1  . 

Affiliation  investigations 

Affiliation  orders  obtained  through  the  Court 
Helped  and  advised 

Young  girls  in  moral  danger  helped  and  advised 
Kept  in  touch  through  correspondence 
Christmas  presents  sent  to  girls  in  homes 
Grants,  etc.,  administered 
Babies— 

Adoptions  ...  ...  ...  •  . . . 

Foster  homes  ... 

Residential  nursery 


1894 

243 


89 

3 

31 

6 

12 

7 

115 

22 

11 

7 


Health  Our  shortage  of  health  visitors  was  accentuated 

Visiting. 

throughout  the  year  by  the  tact  that  we  were  also 
without  a  moral  welfare  officer  and  the  superintendent  health  visitor 
had  to  devote  75%  of  her  time  to  moral  welfare  duties. 

We  started  and  ended  the  year  with  17^  health  visitors,  but 
for  several  months  had  the  equivalent  of  18—  working. 
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The  individual  case  load  varied  from  671  to  1,348,  the  average 
being  960,  46,458  home  visits  were  paid  and  2,599  clinic  attendances 
made.  Twelve  schools  were  given  a  three  months  course  on  mother- 
craft. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-seven  talks  were  given  at  our  centres 
and  6  to  outside  organisations.  Four  health  visitors  were  sent  on 
a  refresher  course. 

Summary  of  visits:— 

Births 

1st  year  visits 
1st  visits,  1— 2  vears 
Re-visits,  1-2  years 
1st  visits,  2-5  years 
Re-visits,  2-5  years 
1st  antenatal  visits 
Re-antenatal  visits 
Visits  re  infectious  diseases 
After-care,  hospital  cases 
After-care,  doctors’  cases 

Special  visits  (including  visits  to  aged  and  problem  families)  2903 
No  access  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7778 

46458 


10436 

1385 

6057 

1394 

11679 

430 

212 

279 

109 

26 


The  279  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  are  made 


up  as  follows: — 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Chicken-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Encephalitis  influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  28 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 


279 


T.B.  visitors.  The  5  T.B.  visitors  paid  3,243  home  visits  and 

attended  826  clinics. 


33 


Problem  One  health  visitor  continued  to  devote  most  of 

her  time  to  problem  families  on  the  lines  indicated 
in  last  year’s  report.  She  dealt  in  all  with  34  families,  11  being 
new  ones,  and  paid  709  visits. 

These  families  can  be  divided  into  three  groups  and  were  dealt 
with  as  follows: — 


(1)  The  hard  core  problem  families 

Left  Plymouth 

Transferred  to  Probationer  Officer 
Children  taken  into  care 
No  co-operation 

Visiting  and  supervision  continuing 

(2)  Potential  problem  families 

Improved 
No  co-operation 

Visiting  and  supervision  continuing 

(3)  Families  with  problems 

Re-housed 

Improved 

Visiting  and  supervision  continuing 


18 

1 

1 

1 

2 

13 

8 

5 

1 

2 

8 


3 

1 

4 


The  number  of  children  dealt  with  was  125.  One  was  sent  to 
an  approved  school,  17  were  taken  into  care  by  the  local  authority, 
2  were  sent  to  other  homes  and  3  left  the  city,  leaving  102,  of  which 
53  were  from  the  hard  core  group  and  might  well  have  been  taken 
into  care  had  not  the  families  been  helped  and  their  unity  main¬ 
tained. 

One  mother,  with  her  two  young  children,  was  sent  to  the 
Mayflower  Home  for  a  period  of  six  weeks,  which  was  as  long  as 
she  would  stay,  but  there  was  no  lasting  benefit  and  the  family 
later  left  Plymouth. 

The  services  of  a  home  help  were  used  in  many  cases  with  good 
results  in  quite  a  number. 

All  other  departments  and  voluntary  organisations  concerned 
with  or  interested  in  these  families  were  most  co-operative  and 
helpful. 


Centre^1^1*6  Two  new  sess*ons  were  added  during  the  year, 

one  at  Peverell  Centre  on  Tuesday  mornings  from 
July  23rd,  and  one  at  our  new  small  Centre  at  Southway,  also  on 
Tuesday  mornings  from  the  12th  November.  There  was  little 
change  in.  the  overall  attendances  which  show  a  slight  increase. 
See  table  on  page  34a  for  a  summary  of  the  work  covered. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


34a 


Health  talks  given  by: — (a)  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  ...  4  Attendances  at  clinics  by:- — (a)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  2599 

(b)  Health  Visitors  .  167  (6)  S.R.N.s .  1544 


' 


' 


Welfare  Food  The  number  of  distribution  points  increased  from 
Service.  ....  .  1 

seventeen  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  eighteen 

at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  October  our  City  Centre  premises  at 
Westwell  Gardens,  where  about  25%  of  the  total  distribution  of 
welfare  foods  was  effected,  were  vacated  owing  to  the  City  Centre 
re-building  requirements,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  alter¬ 
native  premises  were  not  available.  In  August,  a  new  distribution 
point  on  a  voluntary  basis  was  arranged  for  Fort  Austin  Estate, 
and  in  November,  with  the  opening  of  our  new  child  welfare  centre 
at  Southway,  distribution  facilities  became  available  there. 


We  are  most  grateful  to  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  for 
continuing  to  man  the  distribution  point  at  Marina  Place  and  to 
those  who  have  given  similar  help  in  three  outlying  districts. 

Since  the  1st  of  April,  when  the  price  of  National  Dried  Milk 
was  increased  from  lOJd.  to  2/4d.  per  tin,  sales  have  decreased 
considerably,  as  many  mothers  prefer  to  have  the  cheap  liquid 
milk  and  buy  a  proprietary  dried  milk  for  the  baby.  Although 
orange  juice  was  discontinued  for  chddren  over  2  as  from  the  1st  of 
November,  more  orange  juice  was  sold  in  1957  than  in  1956, 


Summary  of  issues  during  the  year: — 


National 

Dried 

Milk 

Cod 

Liver 

Oil 

Vitamin 

A  and  D 

Tablets 

Orange 

Juice 

At  Distribution  Centres 

To  Hospitals  and  Institutions  ... 

tins 

140,750 

2,455 

bottles 

21,186 

1,394 

packets 

10,113 

bottles 

189,317 

3,352 

Totals 

143,205 

22,580 

10,113 

192,669 

Average  monthly  issues  at  Dis¬ 
tribution  Centres:- — - 

1956 

1957  . 

14,928 

11,729 

1,965 

1,765 

892 

842 

15,362 

15,776 
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Defective 

Children. 


The  following  defects  are  recorded  as  persisting  in 
52  children  reaching  the  age  of  5  during  1957:— 


Strabismus  (operative  treatment  4,  wearing  glasses  11)  ...  15 

Congenital  heart  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  cateract  (one  with  bilateral  aniridia)  ...  ...  2 

Mentally  retarded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Mongol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cerebral  palsy  (at  special  school  5,  at  ordinary  school  1)  ...  6 

Meningocele  (at  ordinary  school)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paresis  of  one  or  more  limbs  following  poliomyelitis  ...  2 

Bilateral  femoral  hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hare  lip  3,  cleft  palate  1,  hare  lip  and  cleft  palate  1  ...  5 

(all  had  operative  treatment  but  still  under  supervision) 
Congenital  talipes,  still  wearing  wedged  shoes  ...  ...  4 
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Observation  Although  Mrs.  Hamley  was  absent  for  several 

months,  the  Play  Circle  functioned  normally,  but 
with  a  lower  intake — 25  children  making  315  attendances.  We  are 
very  much  indebted  tr  . .  _■>.  Hamley  and  the  voluntary  workers 
who  assist  her  to  run  this  Cinde  and  extend  to  them  our  grateful 
thanks. 


Ultra-Violet 
Light  Clinics 


Twto  sessions  were  held  each  week  at  our  Stone- 
house  and  St.  Budeaux  centres,  the  attendances 


being  as  follows,: 


No.  of  sessions 
1st  attendances 
Transfers  from  1956 
Re-attendances 
Average  attendance 


Stonehouse  St.  Budeaux 

79  72 

22  50 

8  30 

357  416 

4.9  6.9 
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Antenatal.  Three  medical  sessions  were  discontinued  in  June 

and  01  e  in  July,  thus  reducing  our  total  weekly 
sessions  from  14  to  10  and  the  number  of  sessions  in  the  year  by 
139.  First  attendances  of  primiparae  were  down  by  34  and  of 
multiparae  by  237,  but  as  187  women  attended  once  for  blood 
testing  only,  the  total  number  of  women  attending  was  only  93 


less  than  in  1956. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  municipal 

antenatal  clinics  during  the  year  ...  ...  2158 

Average  attendance  per  session  during  the  year  ...  11.3 

No.  confined  in  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  1411* 

No.  aborted  in  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  the  above  confined  in  Freedom  Fields 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

No.  confined  at  Flete  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  235 

No.  confined  at  Alexandra  Maternity  Home  ...  500 

No.  confined  municipal  midwives  ...  ...  455 

No.  confined  Scott  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

No.  confined  Devonport  Maternity  Home  ...  3 

No.  left  Plymouth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

*  Includes  26  stillbirths. 

Character  of  labour  in  1,411  confinements — - 

Spontaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1273 

Instrumental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Caesarean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Induction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Bimanual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  following  abnormalities  were  found  in  cases  attending  for 
the  first  time  in  1957 : 

1.  Contracted  pelvis 


Minor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Major  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

2.  Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

3.  Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Cardiac  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

5.  Respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

6.  Anaemia,  marked  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Routine  Wassermann  and  Kahn  tests  have  been  done  at  our 


antenatal  clinics  since 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


April,  1943,  with  the  following  results: — 


No.  done 

No.  positive 

825 

5 

1,001 

16 

774 

7 

376 

1 

1,109 

9 

2,082 

20 

1,840 

21 

1,498 

8 

1,035 

22 

1,010 

5 

1,085 

7 

850 

7 

795 

7 

861 

11 

955 

2 
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•  Routine  Rh.  testing  has  been  done 

since  1948.  Results  ar 

follows: — 

No.  done 

No.  negative 

1948  . 

1,996 

321 

1949  . 

1,840 

363 

1950  . 

1,495 

344 

1951 . 

1,062 

229 

1952  . 

1,022 

199 

1953  . 

1,060 

243 

1954  . 

845 

171 

1955  . 

800 

151 

1956  . 

871 

181 

1957  . 

955 

198 

Routine  haemoglobin  estimations; 

Number 

done — 935. 

Hb.% 

No.  done 

Percentage  of  total 

100 

42 

4.49 

90-100 

265 

28.34 

80-90 

400 

42.78 

70-80 

173 

18.5 

60-70 

46 

4.92 

50-60 

8 

0.86 

30-40 

1 

0.11 
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Postnatal. 


who  attended 


Less  than  one  in  four  kept  the  postnatal  appoint¬ 
ment  sent  to  them,  but  a  high  proportion  of  those 
were  found  to  require  advice  or  treatment. 


No.  of  women  given  an  appointment  ...  ...  389 

No.  of  first  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

No.  of  re-attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  requiring  advice  or  treatment  ...  ...  ...  84 

The  clinical  findings  included  : — 

Torn  or  deficient  perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Cervical  tears  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cervical  erosions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Retroversion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sub-involution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rectocele  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Flete  Maternity 
Home 


Plymouth  mothers  confined  at  Flete  during 

1 Q57 

•t  o  l/  /  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

Devon  County  mothers  confined  at  Flete 

during  1957  . 

Cornwall  County  mother  confined  at  Flete 
during  1957  (Transferred  from  F.F.H.) 


155 

1 
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*  36  less  than  in  1956 

This  maternity  home  also  admitted  58  Plymouth  mothers  for 
the  lying-in  period  after  confinement  in  Freedom  Fields  Hospital, 
36  after  confinement  in  the  Alexandra  Maternity  Home  and  3  after 
confinement  at  home,  also  20  Devon  County  mothers  after  confine¬ 
ment  in  Freedom  Fields  Hospital,  1  after  confinement  in  the 
Alexandra  Maternity  Home  anf  4  after  confinement  at  home,  also 
1  Cornwall  County  mother  after  confinement  in  Freedom  Fields 
Hospital  and  1  after  confinement  in  the  Alexandra  Maternity 
Home. 


Mass  Radio-  One  thousand  and  seventy-one  expectant  mothers 
graphy  of  . 

Expectant  were  referred  from  our  antenatal  clinics  for 

Mothers.  routine  mass  X-ray,  but  only  642,  i.e.  approxi¬ 

mately  60%  attended.  Eight  were  found  to  require  further  super¬ 
vision  or  treatment,  one  being  a  known  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  attending  the  chest  clinic,  and  seven  having  old  healed 
or  quiescent  lesions,  some  already  under  supervision. 


Relaxation  These  were  conducted  by  physiotherapists  and 

were  held  at  Crownhill  Centre  on  Wednesday 
afternoons,  at  Stonehouse  Centre  on  Monday  afternoons  and  Tuesday 
mornings,  and  at  Honicknowle  Centre  on  Friday  afternoons.  Mid¬ 
wives  attended  to  give  talks  and  demonstrations  in  the  use  of  gas 
and  air  analgesia  during  labour.  Talks  on  mothercraft  were  also 
given . 

Attendances  were  as  follows: — • 


Crownhill 

Honicknowle 

Stonehouse 

No.  of  sessions 

.  •  . 

51 

52 

103 

First  attendances 

... 

146 

83 

292 

Re-attendances 

.  .  . 

1,143 

541 

1,863 

Average  attendance 

.  .  . 

25.3 

12.0 

20.9 
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Circular  9/56  At  the  meeting  of  professional  representatives 

C3T6  o  1  x 

and  Toxaemia,  from  the  three  parts  of  the  National  Health 

Service,  certain  recommendations  were  made  and 
so  far  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  Services  were  concerned  these 
were  all  implemented  as  follows: — 

Midwives  were  instructed  that  they  were  to  encourage  their 
patients  to  book  a  doctor  under  the  maternity  medical  service. 
The  patient,  as  far  as  possible,  is  to  be  seen  by  the  midwife  and 
general  practitioner  together,  either  at  the  doctor's  surgery,  the 
local  authority  clinic,  or  if  necessary  at  the  patient’s  house. 

The  midwife  is  required  to  contact  the  doctor,  as  early  as 
possible  after  booking,  to  learn  his  wishes  about  the  case.  Midwives 
antenatal  sessions  have  been  commenced  at  the  centres  and  are 
proving  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  Doctors  are  encouraged  to  see 
their  cases  with  the  midwife  at  these  sessions. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the  hospital  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  and  the  general  practitioner  call  promptly  upon  the 
local  Health  Authority  to  follow-up  the  defaulter  from  an  ante¬ 
natal  appointment. 

A  summary  of  antenatal  notes  in  card  form  is  left  with  the 
mother  so  as  to  be  available  during  the  antenatal  period  and  the 
delivery,  and  doctors  as  well  as  midwives  are  encouraged  to  enter 
their  findings.  The  midwife  is  responsible  for  starting  the  summary 
card  immediately  following  booking. 

The  Council  decided  that  their  Home  Help  Service  should  be 
free  of  charge  to  mothers  suffering  from  toxaemia. 

?^*!er.vision  of  Number  notifying  their  intention  to  practise  ...  62 
Midwives  .... 

Number  practising  m  the  area  at  31.12.57  ...  59 

As  Midwife 

Municipal  (including  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives 


and  tutor) 

.  27 

In  private  practice  ... 

.  5 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home 

.  13 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital 

.  17 

62 


Forty-four  cases  were  attended  by  midwives  in  private  practice 
(43  by  one  midwife).  Two  confinements  were  attended  by  a  doctor 
without  a  midwife  being  present. 
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Approximately  74%  of  confinements,  district  and  institutional,, 
were  attended  by  midwives  only. 

Other  notifications  received  under  the  C.M.B.  rules  were: — 

Notification  of  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  483 

Notification  of  stillbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Notification  of  death  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notification  of  having  laid  out  a  dead  body  ...  14 

Notification  of  liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  1 1 

Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  425  cases  for  the 
following  reasons: — - 

(i)  For  mother  during  pregnancy 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

A.P.H .  2 

Miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abdominal  pains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Transverse  lie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Postmaturity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Backache  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vomiting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

—  24 

(ii)  For  mother  during  labour 

Uterine  inertia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ruptured  perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Prolonged  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Adherent  placenta  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Episiotomy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foetal  or  maternal  distress  ...  ...  ...  28 

Premature  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Vaginal  laceration  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retained  membrane  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Multiple  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

—  245' 

(iii)  For  mother  during  puerperium 

Raised  temperature  or  P.P.  ...  ...  ...  48 

Varicose  veins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Phlebitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

P.P.H .  28 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cracked  nipples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Difficulties  in  feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

General  condition  poor  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

-  103 
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(iv)  For  infant 

Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Discharging  eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Unsatisfactory  condition  ...  ...  ...  15 

Nasal  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cyanosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Thrush  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stillbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

—  53 


425 


Notification  of  Notifications  of  artificial  feeding  were  received  in 
artificial  feeding.  reSpec^  26.6%  of  domiciliary  live  births,  an 

increase  of  4.2%  on  last  year,  whereas  the  percentage  of  babies 
completely  breast  fed  on  leaving  the  Alexandra  Maternity  Home 
remained  at  76%. 


Municipal  Including  the  two  who  give  special  nursing  care 

Midwifery  ^  ^  *  A  . 

Service.  to  premature  babies,  our  staff  of  district  midwives 

varied  from  24  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
26  at  the  end,  and  the  service  functioned  very  satisfactorily.  Twenty- 
seven  pupils  were  enrolled  for  part  II  training,  28  completed  the 
training  course,  24  passing  the  part  II  examination  for  the  S.C.M. 
qualification  at  the  first  attempt  and  4  at  the  second  attempt. 

Owing  to  the  re-building  of  the  maternity  unit  at  Freedom 
Fields  Hospital  many  maternity  cases  were  sent  home  early  in  the 
puerperium  and  had  to  be  nursed  by  municipal  midwives. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  midwives  sessions  were  being  held 
every  week  at  Beacon  Park,  Devonport,  Efford,  Ernesettle,  St. 
Budeaux  and  Town  Hall  Centres. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  attended  was  1,818.  There 
was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  with  a  doctor  booked  and 
present  at  delivery.  The  forceps  rate  rose  from  4%  to  5%,  and 
the  stillbirth  rate  from  11.2  to  13.0  per  1,000. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  throughout  the 
year : — 


Municipal  Midwives 

Number  of  cases  attended: 

(a)  Doctor  not  booked  but  present  at  delivery 

( b )  Doctor  not  booked  and  not  present  at  delivery 

(c)  Doctor  booked  and  present  at  delivery 

(d)  Doctor  booked  but  not  present  at  delivery  ... 


13 

190 

398 

1217 

—  1818 


42 


Number  of  cases  booked 


2182 


Number  of  gas  and  air  and  trilene  administrations: 

Trilene  Gas  and  Air 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  delivery  ...  70  309 

( b )  Doctor  not  present  at  delivery  69  1126 
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Number  of  instrumental  deliveries: 

(a)  Doctor  not  booked 

( b )  Doctor  booked  . 

Number  of  emergency  deliveries 
Number  of  booked  miscarriages 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to  hospital  for  confinement 
Number  of  antenatal  visits  paid 
Number  of  antenatal  clinic  visits  paid 

Number  of  babies  who  were: 

(a)  entirely  breast  fed  during  first  two  weeks  ... 

(b)  partly  breast  fed  during  first  two  weeks 

(c)  artificially  fed  during  first  two  weeks 


4 

87 


1326 

61 
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Number  of  notifiable  puerperal  pyrexia  cases 
Number  of  accouchement  sets  issued 
Welfare  Centres 


during 


the  year  at 


1574 


91 

2 

12 

11 

16674 

1105 


1808 

16 

1998 


Fees  paid  to  jn  Spite  of  the  fact  that  about  90%  of  district 

midwifery  cases  now  have  a  doctor  booked,  a 
total  of  £3 55.  2s.  Od.  was  paid  by  the  local  authority  for  108  doctors’ 
accounts  submitted  under  section  14  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1951. 
This  was  £4  more  than  the  total  amount  paid  in  1956. 


Maternity  and  There  are  three  nursing  homes  for  chronics  with 
Nursing  Homes. 

between  them  a  total  oi  hity-two  beds,  and  one 
mother  and  baby  home,  to  all  of  which  routine  visits  of  inspection 
were  paid. 


Maternal  Three  women  died  m  Plymouth  from  causes  attri- 

Mortality.  1  ^  1*111  *  ^  , 

butable  to  pregnancy  and  child  bearing.  Iwo  of 

the  deaths  were  outward  transfers  to  the  neighbouring  counties. 

There  were  no  inward  transfers.  There  is,  therefore,  only  one 

death  from  haemorrhage  due  to  a  ruptured  uterus,  to  count  to 

Plymouth,  making  the  maternal  mortality  rate  0.27. 
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Maternal  Mortality 


England  and  Wales 

Plymouth 

Year 

Per  1,000 

total  births 

Per  1,000 

total  births 

Including  abortions 

Excluding  abortions 

Including  abortions 

Excluding  abortion 

1947 

1.17 

1.01 

0.65 

0.65 

1948 

1.02 

0.86 

0.48 

0.48 

1949 

0.98 

0.82 

1.29 

0.48 

1950 

0.86 

0.72 

0.55 

0.55 

1951 

0.79 

0.65 

0.54 

0.54 

1952 

0.72 

0.59 

0.84 

0.56 

1953 

0.76 

0.65 

1.61 

1.07 

1954 

0.70 

0.59 

1.09 

0.81 

1955 

0.64 

0.54 

0.83 

0.83 

1956 

0.56 

0.46 

0.27 

0.27 

1957 

0.47 

— 

0.27 

0.27 

Total  notifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Outward  transfers  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Belonging  to  Plymouth  ...  ...  ...  43 

Many  more  notifications  were  received  than  in  1956,  especially 
from  the  hospital  maternity  unit.  All  of  the  19  outward  transfers 
were  hospital  deliveries,  7  being  Caesarean  sections. 

The  puerperal  pyrexia  rate  is  11.67. 

The  following  data  refer  only  to  Plymouth  cases: — 


Place  of  Confinement: 


Own  home 

.  17 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital 

.  25 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home 

.  1 

43 

Where  Treated  : 

Own  home 

.  16 

Freedom  Fields  Hospital 

.  25 

Devonport  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  1 

43 


Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 
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Causes  of  Pyrexia: 


Sepsis  (own  home  5,  hospital  10)  ...  ...  ...  15 

Urinary  tract  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Following  Caesarean  section  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Breast  abscess  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  . . .  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

P.U.O.  .  2 

Severe  cold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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AdvicT Centres  Hon.  Secretary  reports  that  with  the  opening 

of  more  clinics  in  Cornwall  there  has  been  a 
decrease  of  174  in  the  number  of  new  cases  attending.  There  has 
on  the  other  hand  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  returning  for  a  six-monthly  check  up  by  the  doctor, 
necessitating  many  more  appointments  made  by  post  and  adding 
considerably  to  the  work  of  the  clinics. 

Attendances  were  as  follows: — 


Beaumont  Hut 

St.  Budeaux 

Centre 

Centre 

No.  of  clinics  held 

75 

25 

New  cases  seen  by  doctor 

568 

125 

Return  visits  (seen  by  doctor  307) 

2,050 

464 

Postal  returns 

554 

34 

Day  Nursery.  Sixteen  more  children  were  admitted  than  in 

1956.  For  a  few  weeks  in  May  and  June  atten¬ 
dances  were  very  low  because  of  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough, 
and  this  makes  the  average  daily  attendance  over  the  year  appear 
less  than  it  actually  was. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  staffing  arrangements  and  the 
nursery  ran  very  efficiently  throughout  the  year.  As  usual  the 
staff  gave  generously  and  worked  hard  to  make  the  Christmas 
Party  the  great  success  it  undoubtedly  was. 
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There  were  28  children  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  31  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


0-2  years 

2-5  years 

No.  of  children  admitted  during  the  year 

14 

43 

No.  of  children  discharged  during  the  year 
No.  of  children  registered  at  the  end  of 

8 

48 

the  year 

4 

27 

Average  daily  attendance 

4 

18 
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Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
and  Children  Under  Five  Years,  1957 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  fillings  and  a  slight  increase  in 
the  number  of  dentures  supplied  compared  with  1956. 


f,  - 


Made 

Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
Beaumont  House 

167 

158 

139 

127 

Other  Clinics 

111 

89 

244 

80 

Children  under  Five 

Beaumont  House 

210 

147 

159 

126 

Other  Clinics 

250 

207 

216 

168 

Scal¬ 

ings 

and 

Gum 

Treat¬ 

ment 

5p 

Sil¬ 

ver 

Ni¬ 

trate 

Treat¬ 

ment 

Crowns  and 
Inlays 

<0 

$ 

to 

^  *«S 

De} 

itures 

§ 

* 

<5 

* 

Genera 

Anaesthe, 

Full 

Partial 

expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 
Beaumont  House 

53 

211 

5 

1 

238 

41 

35 

31 

Other  Clinics  . . . 

25 

95 

1 

• — 

336 

39 

50 

9 

Children  under 

Five 

Beaumont  House 

1 

76 

32 

261 

78 

Other  Clinics  ... 

• — 

48 

3 

• — 

417 

148 

• — 

• — 
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Radiographs 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  C.  E.  Sanderson 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  during 
the  year  was  14.5  million  gallons.  As  the  summer 
was  wet,  no  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  were 

The  main  water  supply  at  Burrator  was  treated 
with  an  average  dose  of  0.75  part  per  million  of 
chlorine  gas  and  0.07  part  per  million  of  ammonia;  in  addition, 
0.35  part  per  million  of  chlorine  gas  was  added  at  the  outlet  from 
the  Crownhill  reservoir. 

The  Yelverton  supply  was  treated  with  an  average  of  1.0  part 
per  million  of  chlorine  gas  and  28  lbs.  of  lime  per  day. 


Average 

Consumption 

necessary. 

Sterilisation 


Plumbo- 

solvency 


An  average  of  6  cwts.  of  lime  per  day  has  been  added 
to  counteract  the  tendency  to  plumbo-solvency. 


Bacteriological  As  m  previous  years,  with  a  view  to  ensuring 
Examination  .  r  .  ;  .  , 

that  a  pure  supply  of  water  was  maintained, 

samples  of  water  were  taken  fortnightly  and  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  These  samples  were  taken  from  supply  taps 
in  widely  distributed  parts  oi  the  City,  to  ensure  that  the  supplies 
from  all  the  service  reservoirs  were  sampled  on  each  occasion. 

During  1957,  147  samples  of  water  were  examined,  with  the 
following  results: — - 


Source 

Total 

Number 
of  Samples 

B.  Coli 
present 
in  100  ml. 

B.  Coli 

absent 

in  100  ml. 

From  City  Mains 

146 

26 

(24  non-faecal) 

120 

From  Wells 
and  Springs 

1 

Nil 

1 

Grand  Totals 

147 

26 

(24  non-faecal) 

121 
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Analysis1  Eight  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 

chemical  analysis.  The  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  the  results  of  these,  the  figures  representing  parts  per 
million : — 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  During  1957 
(parts  per  million) 


March 

July 

December 

Temporary  Hardness 

6.0 

8.0 

5.0 

Permanent  Hardness 

11.0 

7.0 

12.0 

Total  Hardness 

17.0 

15.0 

17.0 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

11.0 

12.0 

12.0 

Ammonia,  saline 

0.014 

Nil 

0.004 

Ammonia,  albuminoid 

0.020 

0.070 

0.024 

Nitrates  as  nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrites  as  nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen  (absorbed  4  hrs.  at 
27 0  C.)  . 

1.1 

1.15 

1.3 

Metals  (zinc,  copper  and  lead) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH  value 

6.9 

6.8 

6.8 

River  Tavy  The  construction  of  the  water  treatment  works  at 

Crownhill  commenced  on  March  6th,  under  a  two 
years  contract.  As  well  as  the  rapid  gravity  filters,  the  contract 
provides  for  the  construction  of  a  covered  filtered  water  service 
reservoir,  with  a  capacity  of  four  million  gallons,  and  the  covering 
of  Belliver  reservoir. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  part  of  the  foregoing 
information. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 


Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  the  swimming  pools  in  the  City,  and  the  results 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: — • 


Results  of  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Samples  of 
Water  obtained  from  Bathing  Pools  in  the  City  during  1957. 


Source 

Total  No. 
Samples 

B.  Coli  present 
in  100  ml. 

B.  Coli  absent 

in  100  ml. 

Tinside  Bathing  Pool 

9 

8 

(1  non-faecal) 

1 

Mount  Wise  Ladies’ 
Bathing  Pool 

10 

7 

(faecal) 

3 

Mount  Wise  Men’s 
Bathing  Pool 

9 

2 

(faecal) 

7 

Mount  Wise  Infants’ 
Paddling  Fool 
(fresh  water) 

10 

5 

(2  non-faecal) 

5 

Mount  Wise  Infants’ 
Boating  Pool 
(sea  water) 

7 

3 

(1  non-faecal) 

4 

Plymouth  College 
Bathing  Pool 

3 

1 

(faecal) 

2 

Munday  House 

3 

2 

(faecal) 

1 

Glenhclt  Camp 

7 

4 

(faecal) 

3 

Central  Park 

Paddling  Pools 

5 

5 

(1  non-faecal) 

— - 

Devonport  Park 
Paddling  Pool 

3 

3 

(faecal) 

— 

Grand  Totals 

66 

40 

(5  non-faecal) 

26 

! 

i 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Ernesettle  These  works  serve  an  area  of  1,650  acres  in  the 

Sewage 

Disposal  Works  northern  part  of  the  City.  When  ftrst  constructed 
Extension  in  1948-49^  they  were  designed  for  a  population 

of  12,000,  but  were  planned  to  permit  extension  to  serve  the  ulti¬ 
mate  estimated  population  of  39,000.  By  1955,  the  population 
had  increased  to  17,500,  and  by  1957  to  20,000,  and  this  consider¬ 
ably  overloaded  the  works.  The  extensions  were  completed  this 
year  at  a  cost  of  731,000,  and  will  provide  for  the  flow  from  the 
ultimate  estimated  population  in  the  drainage  area. 

The  works,  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  comprised  the  con¬ 
struction  of  : — 


(a)  A  new  sedimentation  tank,  of  the  continuous  flow  type,  65  ft. 
in  diameter  by  1'  6r/  average  depth,  in  mass  concrete,  with  a 
mechanical  desludging  mechanism. 

( b )  An  additional  sludge  digestion  tank,  30  ft.  in  diameter,  with  a 
capacity  of  14,000  cubic  feet,  constructed  in  reinforced  concrete, 
a  new  heater  and  circulating  pumps.  The  gas  produced  during 
the  digestion  process  will  be  stored  in  the  existing  gas  holder, 
from  which  the  heaters  will  be  fed. 

(c)  Nine  new  sludge  drying  beds  have  been  added  to  the  five  which 
existed,  bringing  the  total  area  of  drying  space  to  6,370  square 
yards,  i.e.  1  square  yard  to  every  6.1  persons. 


Improvements  at  Approximately  loO  acres  of  the  St.  Budeaux  area 
Kinterbury  Creek  f  . 

Sewage  Works  are  served  by  these  tanks,  and  formerly,  sewage 

was  held  until  it  could  be  discharged  to  the 
Hamoaze  on  an  ebb  tide. 

Since  1945,  the  Corporation  have  built  150  houses  and  a  school 
in  the  drainage  area,  and  the  Admiralty  are  developing  a  Housing 
Estate  at  Bull  Point,  of  which  some  200  houses  and  a  school  will 
drain  to  these  tanks. 

It  was  obviously  not  desirable  to  increase  the  discharge  of 
partially  treated  sewage  to  the  Hamoaze  at  this  point,  and  an 
automatic  pumping  plant  has  been  installed,  which  will  pump  the 
dry  weather  flow  from  this  area  back  to  Camel's  Head  Sewage 
Purification  Works,  where  the  sewage  will  receive  full  treatment 
before  being  discharged  to  the  Hamoaze. 
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The  tanks  have  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  24  hours  dry  weather 
flow,  and  the  pumping  will  take  place  at  night,  when  there  is  a 
minimum  flow  from  other  areas  to  the  Purification  Works  and 
when  the  necessary  electrical  power  for  pumping  can  be  obtained 
at  a  cheap  tariff.  The  additional  flow  of  strong  sewage  to  the 
Purification  Works  will  increase  the  gas  produced  from  sludge, 
which  is  used  for  driving  the  gas  engines  and  so  enable  a  saving 
to  be  made  in  the  electrical  power  demand. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer  for  this  information. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  number  of  complaints  of  housing  defects  and  nuisances 
received  and  given  attention  by  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year  was  1,307,  a  decrease  of  approximately  500  on  the  number 
received  during  the  previous  year. 

Prosecutions  Qn  fourteen  occasions  it  became  necessary  to 

arrange  for  summonses  to  be  served  on  owners  of 
properties  for  their  failure  to  comply  with  Abatement  Notices,  but 
in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  for  a  Nuisance  Order  to  be  made 
by  the  Magistrates.  In  the  remaining  cases,  the  works  were  carried 
out  by  the  owners  without  the  necessity  arising  for  the  making  of 
Nuisance  Orders,  the  service  of  the  summonses  being  sufficient  to 
induce  the  owners  to  comply  with  the  Notices. 

In  January,  a  fine  of  £2.  Os.  Od.  was  imposed  by  the  Magistrates 
on  an  owner  for  non-compliance  with  a  Nuisance  Order  made 
towards  the  end  of  1956:  the  works  called  for  in  this  Order  were 
subsequently  carried  out. 


Appeals  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  an  appeal  was  made 

by  an  owner  of  a  house  against  a  notice  served 
under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  relates  to 
the  supply  of  dustbins  and  makes  provision  for  the  service  of  a 
Notice  on  the  owner  or  the  occupier. 
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PREMISES 

INSPECTED. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  of  various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year,  together  with 
information  regarding  the  action  taken  as  a  result  of  those  inspections: — 


Intimation 

Intimation 

Statutory 

Notices 

* 

Notices 

Notices 

Statutory 

Premises  Inspected 

Inspections 

served 

complied 

Notices 

complied 

or 

or 

with  or 

served 

with 

Visits 

Improvements 

Improvements 

during  the 

during  the 

required 

effected 

year 

year 

Houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . . 

3009 

983 

— 

. - . 

Houses  reinspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

5472 

— 

958 

265 

267 

No.  of  premises  (other  than  houses)  inspected 

625 

150 

128 

3 

3 

No.  of  Interviews 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

656 

• - 

— 

- . 

No.  of  houses  visited  re  notifiable  diseases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1022 

— 

- - 

- - 

__ 

Visits  regarding  Food  Poisoning 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

74 

— 

- - 

— 

__ 

Bakehouses  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

138 

16 

14 

_ 

Butchers . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

809 

128 

118 

2 

2 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

19 

2 

2 

- 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

8 

3 

3 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

520 

12 

9 

- 

Fresh  Fish  Shops 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

15 

6 

6 

- 

Fresh  Fish  Carts 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28 

1 

1 

. 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

213 

49 

49 

1 

1 

Food  Vehicles  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

162 

5 

4 

_ 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

. 

201 

5 

5 

Knackers  Yards 

2 

_ _ 

_ 

Markets . 

11 

. _ 

Meat  Vehicles 

321 

_ _ 

Milk  Vehicles 

23 

- 

Nursing  Homes . 

•  •  • 

5 

- 

Offensive  Tiades  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

24 

7 

6 

Premises  to  examine  foodstuffs 

. 

678 

_ _ 

Provision  Shops  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

832 

124 

115 

4 

3 

Number  of  shops  visited  regarding  Merchandise  Marks 

A  p-j- 

aC  l  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

780' 

109 

109 

Public  Conveniences 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

160 

36 

35 

• 

Public  Houses  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

320 

115 

38 

2 

Restaurants  and  other  food  preparation  premises  . . . 

661 

112 

106 

4 

3 

Schools  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

— 

Second-hand  shops  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

19 

2 

1 

Shops  (under  Shops  Act)  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

130 

35 

30 

1 

1 

Sites 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

809 

128 

118 

2 

9 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

75 

Smoke  observations  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

66 

o 

2 

Swimming  baths  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

78 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  . 

•  •  • 

39 

2 

1 

Houses  inspected  for  infestation  by  rats  or  mice 

860 

835 

Houses  reinspected  for  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  . . . 
Premises  other  than  houses  inspected  for  infestation 

900 

■ — ■ 

827 

— ■ 

by  rats  or  mice  . 

•  •  •  •  s  • 

319 

290 

Premises  other  than  houses  reinspected  for  infesta- 

tion  by  rats  or  mice . 

•  •  • 

368 

_ 

302 

Rent  investigations  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

17 

, 

Miscellaneous  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

405 

- 

• 

Water  Courses  . 

I _ 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

• 

— 

— 

53a 


The  Notice  concerned  a  house  occupied  by  three  tenants, 
paying  a  total  weekly  rent  of  a  little  below  £2.  10s.  0d.,  the  owner 
being  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the  rates.  Two  dustbins  were 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  tenants,  and  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  each  receptacle  was  in  a  very 
defective  condition. 

In  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  considered  proper  that  the 
Notice  to  provide  new  dustbins  should  be  served  upon  the  owner. 

The  Magistrates,  however,  allowed  the  appeal  and  awarded 
six  guineas  costs  against  the  Corporation. 

Factories  Details  of  the  sanitary  inspection  of  factories 

under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  given  in  the 
following  tables: — 


1.  Inspections  : — 


Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

253 

31 

. — 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power  ... 

7 

3 

— 

Other  Premises 

45 

2 

2.  Defects  found  : — 


Number  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 
in  respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

1 

*- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

__ 

__ 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences- — - 
insufficient 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

29 

28 

- 

— 

not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

2 

2 
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Rodent 

Control 


I  he  number  of  notifications  received  during  the 
year  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  was  942. 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 
infestations  was  2,447,  of  which  1,760  were  in  respect  of  private 
dwelling  houses  and  687  in  respect  of  other  premises. 

These  visits  revealed  that  835  private  dwelling  houses  and  290 
premises  other  than  houses  were  infested  with  rats  or  mice,  and 
that  the  infestations  were  mainly  of  a  minor  character.  No  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  a  property  in  treating  premises,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  successful  treatments  had  been  effected  in  respect  of  827 
dwelling  houses  and  302  other  premises. 


Treatment  of  sewers:  Two  further  campaigns  have  been  carried 
out  this  year,  each  of  approximately  four  weeks  duration. 

Some  1,800  sewer  manholes  were  baited  and  over  700  poison 
baits  were  taken.  The  Test  baiting’  carried  out  since  the  campaigns 
has  confirmed  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  decrease  of  rats 
in  areas  where  infestation  has  persisted  before. 

For  the  information  relating  to  the  treatment  of  sewers  in 
respect  of  rodent  infestation,  I  am  indebted  to  the  City  Engineer. 


Rag  Flock  Six  samples  of  filling  materials  were  taken  for 

analysis  during  the  year  under  the  Rag  Flock 
and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  of  which  two  consisted  of 
rag  flock,  two  of  coir  fibre,  one  of  cotton  felt  and  one  of  Algerian 
fibre.  All  these  samples  were  satisfactory. 


Disinfestation 


The  number  of  disinfestations  of  furniture  by 
means  of  hydrogen  cyanide  carried  out  during 
1957  was  38,  of  which  24  related  to  the  effects  of  families  moving 
into  Council  dwellings. 


In  addition,  311  premises  were  treated  in  respect  of  vermin 
infestation  by  means  of  spraying  with  insecticides. 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected,  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  3,009 

(ft)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  8,481 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  280 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  686 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1,028 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices:- — - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,012 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  265 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — - 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  267 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 
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( c )  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953,  and  Section  16  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(3)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  use  unfit  houses  accepted  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  i936,  and 
Section  18  of  the  Housing  Art,  1957: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV  and  Housing  Act,  1957,  Part 
IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  396 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  576 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ’  ...  ...  2,727 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  ...  84 

( c )  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  25 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  133 

In  one  case  where  an  owner  had  been  served  with  a  repair 
notice  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  an  appeal  was 
made  by  the  owner  against  the  requirements  of  the  notice.  This 
appeal,  however,  was  subsequently  withdrawn  and  the  works 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  notice. 
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CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Progress  with  the  slum  clearance  programme,  drawn  up  after 
the  passing  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  has  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year,  and  representations  have  been  made 
in  respect  of  houses  in  Queen  Anne  Place,  Marine  Place  and  Marine 
Fields,  Cattedown,  Claremont  Street,  Sydney  Cottages,  Francis 
Place,  Bounds  Place,  Notte  Street  and  Southside  Street,  John 
Street  and  Lane,  Crownhill  Road,  How  Street,  Looe  .Street,  areas 
north  and  south  of  Regent  Street,  Plymouth,  Albert  Road,  Devon- 
port,  and  Tamerton. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  involved  is  213,  which  are  included 
in  43  Clearance  Areas.  These  houses  provide  accommodation  for 
300  families,  consisting  of  819  persons,  who,  subject  to  confirmation 
of  the  Orders,  will  have  to  be  provided  with  alternative  dwellings. 
In  addition,  other  families  will  have  to  be  displaced  in  order  to 
enable  satisfactory  redevelopment  to  take  place. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  ORDERS 

The  following  orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  during  the  year  : 


COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS 


No.  of  No.  of 

Name  of  order  unfit  families  Date 

houses  therein  confirmed 


High  Street,  Plymouth  No.  1,  1954 
High  Street,  Plymouth  No.  2,  1954 

Parade  No.  1,  1954  . 

Parade  No.  2,  1954 
Vauxhall  Street,  1954 
Union  Place/ Adelaide  Lane,  1955 
Morley  Place/Morley  Street,  1956 
York  Street/Chapel  Street,  1956 
Hoe  Street/Zion  Street,  1956 
Ordnance  Street,  1957 
Mount  Pleasant  Cottages,  1957 
How  Street,  1957 

James  Street,  Devonport  No.  2,  1956 


5 

Nil 

11.  1.57 

8 

2 

11.  1.57 

10 

10 

11.  1.57 

10 

12 

11.  1.57 

2 

Nil 

11.  1.57 

33 

31 

17.  1.57 

33 

61 

27.  2.57 

20 

24 

8.  4.57 

40 

34 

11.  9.57 

3 

9 

28.  8.57 

5 

5 

24.  7.57 

5 

9 

17.12.57 

6 

19 

27.11.57 

Totals  ...  ...  180  216 
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CLEARANCE  ORDERS 


Name  of  order 

No.  of 
unfit 
houses 

No.  of 
families 
therein 

Date 

confirmed 

Regent  Street,  1956 

33 

43 

6.  3.57 

Well-maintained  Well-maintained  payments,  which  the  Minister  has 

directed  shall  be  made,  have  been  negotiated  and 
settled  with  the  owners  of  29  properties  in  the  total  sum  of  £4,039. 
2s.  8d. 


Barbican  Further  consideration  has  been  given  by  the  City 

Council  to  the  Barbican  area,  following  proposals 
submitted  by  the  Old  Plymouth  Society.  In  this  area  there  are 
50  unfit  houses,  of  which  41  were  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 
The  Old  Plymouth  Society  agreed  with  the  City  Council  that  28 
of  the  unfit  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  were  not  worthy  of 
preservation.  These  houses  were  certified  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  the  Council  resolved  that  they  should  be  demolished. 
Notice  was  given  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  accordance  with  circular  33/56,  who  has  informed  the  Council 
that  he  does  not  object  to  the  proposal. 

A  Limited  company,  known  as  the  Plymouth  Barbican  Associa¬ 
tion,  has  been  sponsored  by  the  Old  Plymouth  Society,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  or  leasing  properties  in  the  Barbican  area,  and 
using  them  for  non-residential  purposes.  13  houses  belonging  to 
the  Council  have  been  leased  to  the  Association  for  a  term  of  999 
years.  These  properties  were  represented  as  individually  unfit  houses 
and,  at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  the  Association  have,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  given  formal  under¬ 
takings  not  to  use  the  premises  for  human  habitation. 

In  addition,  9  privately  owned  properties  were  represented  as 
individually  unfit  houses.  Consideration  of  the  making  of  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  was  adjourned  pending  consultation  between  the 
Plymouth  Barbican  Association  and  the  owners,  regarding  the 
transfer  of  these  properties  to  the  Association.  Formal  'under¬ 
takings  not  to  use’  have  been  given  by  the  Association  in  respect 
of  four  of  these  houses,  demolition  orders  have  been  made  in  the 
cases  of  two  houses,  and  final  decisions  have  not  yet  been  taken 
regarding  the  remaining  three  properties. 
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C®i5.lficate.8  In  July,  the  Rent  Act,  19o7,  came  into  force, 
of  Disrepair  .  ,  ,  .  .  .  .  ’ 

which  altered  the  procedure  tor  the  granting  of 

Certificates  of  Disrepair,  the  owner,  alter  the  case  has  been  reported 

to  the  Housing  Committee,  and  before  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  is 

issued,  being  given  the  opportunity  to  undertake  to  carry  out 

within  six  months  the  repairs  listed  in  a  Notice  of  defects  served 

on  him  or  her  by  the  tenant,  and  which  are  considered  by  the 

Housing  Committee  to  be  necessary.  Provided  this  undertaking  is 

given  within  three  weeks,  and  accepted,  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair 

is  not  issued. 


During  the  year,  only  one  certificate  was  applied  for  and 
granted  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  one 
certificate  was  revoked.  Under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  10  Certificates 
were  applied  for.  In  one  case,  the  Housing  Committee  refused  to 
issue  a  Certificate;  in  seven  cases,  notices  were  given  to  the  owners 
of  the  intention  of  the  City  Council  to  issue  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
but  in  two  of  these  cases  the  owners  undertook  to  remedy  the 
defects,  specified  in  the  notices,  within  a  period  of  six  months,  and 
these  undertakings  were  accepted.  In  five  cases,  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  issued.  The  remaining  two  applications  had  not 
been  dealt  with  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  at  the  time  of  drafting 
this  report,  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  has  been  issued  in  respect  of 
one  of  these  applications,  and  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  to 
carry  out  repairs  has  been  accepted  in  respect  of  the  other. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Bacteriological  Qf  the  360  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
Examination  .  .  . 

of  Milk  examination,  3ol  gave  satisfactory  results,  but 

the  remaining  9  failed  the  test.  All  persons 
concerned  in  the  production,  treatment  and  distribution  of  the 
milk  giving  unsatisfactory  results  were  advised  on  the  need  for 
greater  care  in  their  dealings  with  the  milk,  in  order  to  ensure  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness.  Subsequent  samples  revealed 
that  the  necessary  improvements  had  been  achieved. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  various 
descriptions  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  and  the 
results : — 


Methylene  Blue  Test 


Description  of  Milk 

Total 

Number 
of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(farm  bottled) 

6 

3 

3 

Pasteurised 

319 

313 

6 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

35 

35 

Nil 

Totals 

360 

351 

9 

Phosphatase  A  total  of  366  samples  of  milk  (329  Pasteurised 

and  37  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  )  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  for  checking  the 
efficiency  of  the  pasteurising  process.  Six  samples  of  Pasteurised 
and  three  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  failed  the  test. 
The  persons  concerned  were  cautioned  and  subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 


Turbidity 

Test 

satisfactory. 


20  samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Turbidity  Test  and  all  were  found  to  be 


Examination 
of  Milk 
for  Tubercle 
Bacilli 


62  samples  of  milk  (49  from  ordinary  herds,  13 
from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds)  were  examined 
biologically  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
All  the  samples  were  returned  negative. 
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Licences  under 
the  Milk  (Special 
Designations) 
Orders,  1949/54 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licences 
to  use  the  various  designations  applied  to  milk, 
issued  during  the  year: — 


Description  of  Licence 

No.  Issued 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  (High  Temperature  Short  Time 

Process) 

3 

Dealer’s  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  Licence 

50 

Dealer’s  “Pasteurised’’  Licence 

186 

Steriliser’s  Licence  ... 

1 

Dealer’s  “Sterilised”  Licence 

277 

Total  ... 

517 

Chemical  28  samples  of  Pasterurised  milk,  3  samples  of 

Analysis  ^ 

of  Milk  Pasteurised  (Channel  Island)  milk,  1  sample  of 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  milk  and  4  samples 
of  sterilised  milk  were  obtained  for  analysis.  All  these  samples 
were  returned  as  genuine. 


Ice  Cream 


The  number  of  applications  for  registration  of 
premises  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  ice-cream  was 


36. 


Chemical 

Analysis 

of 

Ice  Cream 
Food  Standards 


During  the  year,  3  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
submitted  to  chemical  analysis.  All  the  samples 
complied  with  the  standard  laid  down  in  the 
(Ice-cream)  Order,  1953. 


The  results  of  these  samples  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 
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Total 

N  on- Fatty 

Solids 

/o 

33.5 

33.0 

24.6 

30.36 

Sample 

No. 

r-l  CM  CO 

<3  - 

fcjO 

T 

20.5 

15.5 

11.7 

15.9 

Sample 

No. 

CO  '  03 

Non- Fatty 
Milk 

Solids 

0/ 

/o 

11.0 

9.5 

9.0 

9.83 

Sample 

No. 

r-H  C3  CO 

Butter 

Fat 

o/ 

fo 

to  O  CD 

CO  ^  o 

o 

T— H 

Sample 

No. 

03  CO  <— < 

Total 

Fat 

o / 

/o 

11.4 

8.9 

8.2 

9.5 

Sample 

No. 

03  CO  h 

Average 
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Bacteriological  During  the  year,  43  samples  of  ice-cream  were 

Examination  of  J  : 

Samples  of  submitted  to  the  form  of  Methylene  Blue  Test 

Ice  Cream  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  table 

below  gives  the  results  of  these  tests : — - 


Grade 


Grade  1.  Time  taken  to  reduce 
methylene  blue — 4\  hours 
or  more  .... 

Grade  2.  Time  taken  to  reduce 
methylene  blue — 2£  to 
4  hours  .... 

Grade  3.  Time  taken  to  reduce 
methylene  blue- — £  to  2 
hours 

Grade  4.  Time  taken  to  reduce  | 
methylene  blue — 0  hours  | 


Hot  Mix 


27 


4 


Totals  .... 


41 


Cold  Mix 

Totals 

2 

29 

1 

4 

— - 

5 

— 

5 

2 

43 

In  addition,  four  samples  of  ice-cream  powder,  one  sample  of 
dried  skimmed  milk  powder  and  one  sample  of  gelatine  were  also 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  None  of  these  samples 
was  decolourised  in  4\  hours. 

Of  the  41  samples  of  “Hot  Mix”,  13  were  ‘pre-packed’,  of  which 
12  were  placed  in  Grade  1  and  1  in  Grade  2. 

Neither  of  the  2  samples  of  “Cold  Mix”  was  pre-packed. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Adulteration. 


The  various  samples  of  food  and  drugs  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  are  classified 
in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  number  of  the  various 
articles  which  were  found  to  be  adulterated: — 


! 

Official  Samples 

Informal  Samples 

T  otal 

N  umber 

Genuine 

A  dulter- 

ated 

Genuine 

A  duller - 

ated 

Butter 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Brandy  ... 

Condensed  Full  Cream 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Milk  . 

Condensed  Machine 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Skimmed  Milk 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Coffee 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

— 

— 

o 

_j 

— 

2 

Cream  (Clotted) 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Cream  (Sterilised) 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Cream  (Double) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Crab  (Dressed)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Flour 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Fruit  Squash 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Grapefruit  (Tinned) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Gin 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Ice  Cream 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Jam  . 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Olive  Oil 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Pasteurised  Milk 

32 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Rum 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sausages  (Pork) 

2 

1 

4 

3 

10 

Sausages  (Beef) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Sterilised  Milk  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Tinned  Peas 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Table  Jelly 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Whisky  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

- 

38 

1 

63 

5 

107 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES  REPORTED  NOT  GENUINE 


A  rticle 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Action  taken 

Pork  Sausages  . . . 
Pork  Sausages  ... 
Pork  Sausages  ... 
Dressed  Crab  ... 

Contained  only  57.0%  meat  ... 
Contained  only  62.0%  meat  ... 
Contained  only  63.0%  meat  ... 
Contained  8.5%  cereal  filler  ... 

Informal  Sample 
Informal  Sample 
Informal  Sample 
Letter  of  Caution  to 

Vendor 

Dressed  Crab  ... 

Contained  14.0%  cereal  filler  ... 

Letter  of  Caution  to 

Vendor 

Pork  Sausages  ... 

Contained  only  44.2%  meat  ... 

Vendor  fined  £3 

Slaughterhouses  Details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  m  the 
and  Meat  i  a  ,  .  _ 

Inspection  Plymouth  Area  and  the  number  ot  carcases  ot 


home-killed  meat  dealt 

with  from 

other  centres 

are  shown 

in  the  following  table: — 

Slaughtered 

Received 

in 

from 

Plymouth 

other 

T  otals 

Area 

centres 

Bovines 

.  12,039 

2,297 

14,336 

Calves 

.  434 

880 

1,314 

Sheep 

.  10,311 

12,937 

23,248 

Pigs  ... 

.  4,424 

16,133 

20,557 

27,208 

32,247 

59,455 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year 
from  animals  killed  inside  and  outside  the  City  was  121  tons  6  cwts. 
0  qtrs.  8  lbs. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  whole  carcases  condemned  and  of 
carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  are  shown  in 
the  table  which  follows: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

6,496 

5,543 

434 

10,311 

4,424 

— 

Number  inspected 

7,309 

7,027 

1,314 

23,248 

20,557 

— 

A  ll  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci :  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

12 

25 

15 

105 

17 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

1,127 

2,572 

11 

1,376 

526 

_ _ 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
i  ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  and  other 

i 

conditions,  excluding 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

15.58 

36.96 

1.98 

6.37 

2.64 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

18 

51 

i 

1 

i  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
i  condemned  ... 

463 

1,729 

4 

_ 

142 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  ... 

6.58 

25.33 

.30 

.70 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

72 

30 

-  . 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
j  ation  ... 

68 

22 

_ 

.  _ 

_ 

, 

'  Generalised  and  totally 
|  condemned  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Twelve  other  carcases  could  not  be  placed  for  cold  storage 
treatment.  One  of  these  was  destroyed  and  eleven  used  for  animal 
feeding. 


It  is  interesting  to  record  that  a  sheep  killed  at  the  Abattoir 
showed  lesions  of  generalised  tuberculosis.  In  sheep  the  condition 
is  comparatively  rare,  but  laboratory  investigation  confirmed  the 
diagnosis. 

A  steer  carcase  was  found  to  be  affected  with  Cysticercus  Bovis 
(the  cystic  stage  of  a  human  tapeworm)  to  such  a  degree  that  it 
was  necessary  to  condemn  the  whole  of  the  carcase  and  organs. 
Forty  cysts  had  been  located  in  offals  and  forequarter  meat  alone 
during  initial  investigation  following  the  first  diagnosis. 

Diseases  of  Animals  ( Waste  Foods )  Order,  1957 . 

This  Order  came  into  force  on  the  1st  June,  1957,  and  has,  as 
its  object,  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
and  other  diseases.  Waste  foods  may,  if  not  boiled  for  one  hour, 
spread  such  diseases,  and  this  Order  prohibits  the  feeding  of  unboiled 
foods  to  certain  animals  and  poultry.  It  also  provides  that,  where 
a  person  has  collected  from  the  premises  of  other  persons  on  to  his 
own  premises  any  waste  foods  for  feeding  to  animals  or  poultry, 
the  waste  foods  shall  not  be  used  on  or  moved  from  his  premises 
unless  they  have  first  been  boiled  for  one  hour  in  a  plant  licensed 
by  the  Local  Authority.  There  are  sixteen  such  licences  current 
in  the  City  of  Plymouth. 
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Unsound 

Foodstuffs 

food:- — 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  quantity  of 
foodstuffs  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 


Tinned  Goods 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Meat  ... 

2 

12 

3 

4 

Ham  ... 

1 

9 

1 

2 

Fish 

...  — 

10 

1 

14 

Milk  . 

•  •  • 

11 

2 

9 

Soup  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

18 

Fruit  ... 

2 

7 

3 

25 

Vegetables 

1 

15 

3 

7 

Jams  and  Marmalade 

4 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

9 

Cream 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

0 

Various 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

6 

Provisions 

T  ons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs . 

Fresh  V egetables 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

12 

Fresh  Fruit  ... 

♦  •  ♦ 

5 

2 

17 

Dried  Fruit  ... 

1 

17 

1 

17 

Flour  ... 

6 

14 

3 

26 

Cereals 

...  — 

1 

2 

26 

Biscuits 

— 

2 

3 

22 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 

...  — 

— 

— 

13 

T 

JL  OCX  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

1 

8 

Cheese 

•  •  • 

6 

0 

21 

Cakes  and  Cake  Mixture 

...  — 

1 

1 

13 

Margarine 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

14 

Poultry 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

14 

Miscellaneous 

1 

0 

3 

9 

Meat  Products 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

Bacon 

...  — 

1 

0 

21 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

...  — 

19 

0 

22 

Fish  inspection 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  quantity  of  fish  and  shell 
fish  examined  during  the  year  and  the  quantity  found  to  be  unfit 

for  food.  Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Quantity  of  mixed  fish,  found  to  be 

unfit  for  food  ...  ...  ...  2  2  2  16 

Quantity  of  smoked  fish  found  to  be 

unfit  for  human  food  ...  ...  -  5  0  7 
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Inspection  of  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number 
Premises.  and  type  of  the  various  food  premises  within  the 

City,  together  with  the  number  of  inspections 
made  and  action  taken  as  a  result  of  these  inspections: — - 


Type  of  premises 


rumber 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

ma.de 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

726 

201 

5 

5 

73 

213 

50 

50 

152  " 

146 

>- 

661 

116 

109 

42 

236 

809 

130 

120 

38 

146 

16 

14 

65 

15 

6 

6 

738 

832 

128 

118 

261 

320 

117 

38 

75 

520 

12 

9 

— 

162 

5 

4 

Registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955: 

For  sale,  manufacture  or 
storage  of  ice  cream 
Shops  for  preparation 
and  sale  of  fried  fish 
and  chips 

For  preparation  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausages 
or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved 
food 

Restaurants  and  hotel 
kitchens 

Factories  for  food  prepara¬ 
tion  and  food  ware¬ 
houses  (other  than  re¬ 
gistered  premises) 

Butchers  ... 

Bakehouses 

Fresh  Fish  Shops  (other 
than  registered  pre¬ 
mises)  ... 

General  provision  shops, 
greengrocers’  shops,  con¬ 
fectionery  shops,  etc.  . . . 

Public  Houses 

Dairies  (Registered  under 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regu¬ 
lations,  1949/54) 

Food  Vehicles 
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In  May,  special  visits  were  made  to  shops  selling  meat  pies 
and  pasties,  and  the  occupiers  were  given  advice  regarding  the  sale 
and  storage  of  these  products,  particularly  during  periods  of  hot 
weather. 

Merchandise  During  the  year,  780  visits  were  made  to  shops 

and  stalls  regarding  the  marking  of  produce  under 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  and  the  occupiers  cautioned  in  those 
instances  where  the  Act  was  not  being  complied  with. 

Educational  During  the  year,  talks  on  food  hygiene  were  given 

to  Townswomen’s  Guilds  and  student  nurses. 

teS  No  Certificates  of  Merit,  awarded  to  the  staff  and 
management  of  those  firms  who  maintain  an 
exceptionally  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  storage,  preparing 
and  handling  of  food,  were  issued  by  the  Health  Committee  during 
the  year. 

All  the  premises,  however,  in  respect  of  which  Certificates 
have  been  granted,  have  been  under  supervision,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  twenty-three  certificates  were  still  in  force,  one  having 
been  withdrawn,  following  a  change  of  management  and  a  lowering 
of  the  standard  maintained  at  the  premises. 


Cf°Fta?inati0n  It  was  fcund  necessary  on  one  occasion  to  take 

proceedings  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  a  pint 
bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  containing  a  used  pipe  cleaner.  The 
firm  concerned  pleaded  ‘not  guilty’  but  were  convicted  and  a  fine 
of  £5.  Os.  Od.  was  imposed  by  the  Magistrates. 

Several  other  cases  of  contamination  of  food  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  department,  indicating  lack  of  care  in  the  pre¬ 
paration,  storage  and  handling  of  food.  Where  the  premises 
concerned  were  within  the  City  boundary,  visits  were  made,  and  the 
persons  concerned  were  cautioned  as  to  the  need  for  greater  care 
being  taken.  In  those  cases  where  the  food  was  prepared  in  premises 
outside  the  City,  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  firms  concerned, 
and  in  addition  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  areas 
in  which  the  premises  were  situated  were  notified. 
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TABLE  1. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1957— BY  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

Under 

1  Year 

1-2 

Years 

2-3 

Years 

3-4 

Years 

4-5 

Years 

5-10 

Years 

10-15 

Years 

15-20 

Years 

20-25 

Yeirs 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-65 

Years 

65  Years 

and  Over  ;  Total 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Ni. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

au  Ages 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

- - — { 

8 

Dysentery . 

7 

6 

10 

14 

8 

59 

26 

9 

3 

11 

9 

9 

4 

175 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

3 

Erysipelas . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

10 

8 

26 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

— ■ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

12 

5 

8 

1 

32 

Gastro-Enteritis  (under  2  years)  ... 

43 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

88 

Measles  . 

117 

392 

503 

480 

585 

1723 

33 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3842 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

27 

11 

10 

4 

4 

23 

10 

7 

6 

19 

19 

61 

70 

271 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

22 

31 

6 

— 

— 

62  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

5 

10 

10 

46 

5 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

80 

Typhoid 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Typhus  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

40 

48 

40 

36 

45 

113 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

326 

Totals 

1 

% 

236 

505 

571 

546 

655 

1969 

79 

24 

40 

81 

53 

90 

83 

- 1 

4932 

71a 


. 


■ 
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TABLE  2. 

QUARTERLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— PLYMOUTH— 1957 


Disease 

J  ANUARY 

to  March 

April 
to  June 

July 

to  September 

October 
to  December 

Totals 
for  Year 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Diphtheria 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

8 

8 

Dysentery  . 

44 

32 

76 

36 

38 

74 

10 

11 

21 

1 

3 

4 

91 

84 

175 

Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

- — 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

2 

4 

4 

5 

9 

2 

5 

7 

3 

3 

6 

11 

15 

26 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

— 

3 

3 

6 

9 

5 

9 

14 

3 

3 

6 

14 

18 

32 

Gastro-Enteritis  (under  2  yrs) 

24 

13 

37 

22 

16 

38 

6 

7 

13 

— 

— 

— 

52 

36 

88 

Measles  . 

326 

358 

684 

1050 

1055 

2105 

350 

302 

652 

200 

201 

401 

1926 

1916 

3842 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

42 

38 

80 

15 

21 

36 

16 

5 

21 

68 

66 

134 

141 

130 

271 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

5 

7 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

23 

23 

— 

20 

20 

— 

13 

13 

— 

6 

6 

— 

62 

62 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

16 

30 

10 

9 

19 

5 

8 

13 

5 

13 

18 

34 

46 

80 

Typhoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

30 

54 

84 

26 

34 

60 

59 

52 

Ill 

35 

36 

71 

150 

176 

326 

Totals 

487 

539 

1026 

1168 

1209 

2377 

456 

415 

871 

320  | 

338 

658 

2431 

2501 

4932 

71b 


Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  pages  give  tables  showing  the  occurrence  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  1957  with  observations  on  certain 
of  the  diseases. 


Incidence  Table  1  on  page  71a  shows  the  number  of  notifi¬ 

cations  received  during  1957  for  each  disease, 
classified  by  age  groups. 

Table  2  on  page  71b  shows  the  quarterly  and  sex  incidence  of 
Infectious  Diseases  during  1957. 

Table  3  on  page  72  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  to  the  Health  Department  during  1957  with  com¬ 
parative  figures  for  the  previous  four  years. 

Mortality  Table  4  on  page  73  gives  the  number  of  deaths 

due  to  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  in  Plymouth  in  the  years  1921-1957  inclusive. 


Hospital  Table  5  on  page  74  shows  the  number  of  Plymouth 

and  Deaths  residents  admitted  to  the  Scott  Isolation  Hospital 

by  reason  of  Infectious  Disease  and  the  deaths  of 
Plymouth  residents  occurring  in  that  hospital. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

There  were  4,932  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during 
1957  compared  with  1,332  in  1956.  The  increase  was  almost  entirely 
due  to  the  measles  epidemic  which  produced  3,842  cases  compared 
with  157  in  the  previous  year.  Notes  on  some  of  the  more  important 
diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria  g  cases  were  confirmed,  an  increase  of  5  over  1956. 

Only  2  cases  occurred  in  children  under  15  years 
of  age.  The  remaining  6  were  aged  from  20-45  years.  The  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  in  hospital  on  clinical  grounds,  bacteriological 
examination  not  demonstrating  the  bacillus  in  patients  or  in  the 
several  family  contacts  who  were  examined.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 


71 


TABLE  3 

Cases  Notified  in  the  City  During  the  Past  Five  Years 


Disease 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Diphtheria  ... 

8 

3 

8 

5 

21 

Dysentery  ... 

175 

109 

70 

29 

12 

Encephalitis 

3 

— 

6 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

26 

25 

38 

24 

43 

Food  Poisoning 
*  Gastro-Enteritis 

32 

21 

32 

15 

15 

(under  2  years)  ... 

88 

122 

108 

132 

93 

Measles 

3842 

157 

4627 

50 

4634 

Meningococcal  Infections . . . 

5 

6 

3 

3 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . . . 

1 

4 

5 

3 

7 

Paratyphoid 

1 

8 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

271 

248 

206 

192 

291 

and  Polioencephalitis  ... 

12 

3 

15 

27 

22 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

62 

17 

31 

40 

64 

Scarlet  Fever 

80 

145 

117 

102 

302 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

326 

462 

377 

415 

1199 

*  3  Quarters  Only.  This  disease  ceased  to  be  notifiable  in  Plymouth 
on  and  after  1st  October,  1957. 
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TABLE  4 


MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Plymouth  1921-1957 


Year 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths 

1921-1930 

Average 

20 

21 

3 

14 

1931-1940 

Average 

29 

8 

2 

10 

1941  ... 

28 

12 

— 

11 

1942  ... 

16 

1 

2 

1943  ... 

10 

8 

— 

8 

1944  ... 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1945  ... 

i 

6 

1 

— • 

3 

1946  ... 

2 

1 

— 

4 

1947  ... 

1 

2 

9 

— 

2 

1948  ... 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1949  ... 

1 

1 

5 

1950  ... 

— - 

— 

3 

1951  ... 

— 

2 

— - 

3 

1952  ... 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1953  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1954  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1955  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

1956  ... 

— 

— 

|  - 

— 

1957  ... 

— 

— 

1 

! 

— 
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TABLE  5 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  PLYMOUTH 
Admissions — Plymouth  Residents — 1957 
Notifiable  (Infectious)  Diseases  only 

Admitted 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Encephalitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(under  2  years) 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  _  ...  39 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  ...  30 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 
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Confirmed 

8 

7 

3 

2 

5 

10 

30 

3 

47 

10 

12 

21 


DEATHS  -  PLYMOUTH  RESIDENTS  -  1957 

Influenzal  Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Broncho-pneumonia  due  to  Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Primary  atypical  pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

6 


37  deaths  from  causes  other  than  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  hospital 
during  the  year. 
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Dysentery  175  cases  were  reported  of  which  154  were  notified 

by  practitioners.  This  is  an  increase  of  66  over 
1956.  It  is  probable  that  more  cases  are  being  brought  to  light 
and  the  diagnosis  bacteriologically  confirmed  by  the  facilities 
offered  to  practitioners  for  examining  specimens  from  suspected 
cases.  On  request  from  a  family  doctor  a  Health  Inspector  calls 
at  the  patient’s  house  with  sampling  tubes  and  arranges  for  the 
transmission  of  specimens  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Of 
139  patients  bacteriologically  examined  96  were  confirmed  as  cases 
of  Sonne  dysentery  and  43  were  negative. 

In  the  past  the  contamination  of  food  by  house  flies  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  chief  means  of  spreading  the  disease  but 
the  majority  of  cases  in  recent  years  have  been  associated  with 
outbreaks  in  Junior  schools  in  the  colder  months  of  the  year  when 
few  flies  are  seen.  Undoubtedly  the  most  important  mode  of 
transmission  of  the  disease  at  present  is  by  personal  contact  with 
or  the  handling  of  objects  infected  by  a  case  or  temporary  carrier. 
Spread  of  the  disease  must  be  combated  by  various  measures  to 
break  the  chain  of  infection  of  which  exclusion  of  suspected  cases 
until  cured  and  frequent  handwashing  are  the  most  important. 

Food  32  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  (24  notified) 

Poisoning  .  . 

an  increase  of  11  on  the  previous  year.  I  he 

organism  responsible  was  identified  in  4  cases  as  follows: — S. 

Typhimurium,  2;  S.  Newport,  1;  S.  Dublin,  1. 

A  small  outbreak  affecting  a  household  of  4  persons  was 
interesting  in  demonstrating  that  food  which  was  sound  on  purchase 
can  subsequently  be  contaminated  in  the  home.  A  meal  of  boiled 
chicken  and  fried  sausages  was  eaten  shortly  after  cooking  without 
ill  effect.  The  remainder  of  the  chicken  was  then  stored  in  a  closed 
gas  oven  and  on  consumption  2  days  later  all  the  family  became 
ill.  The  organism  responsible  for  the  poisoning  was  a  coagulase 
positive  Staphylococcus  Aureus  which  was  recovered  from  the 
patients  and  remains  of  the  chicken  and  identified  in  a  nasal  swab 
from  the  housewife.  Moist  meat  kept  under  such  ideal  conditions 
for  bacterial  growth  is  always  potentially  dangerous. 
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Poliomyelitis  There  were  12  cases  in  the  year,  9  paralytic  and 

3  non-paralytic.  This  is  an  increase  of  9  over 
1956  but  is  still  below  the  average  of  recent  years.  6  cases  occurred 
in  children  below  15  years  of  age  and  6  were  aged  between  25  and 
45  years.  None  of  the  cases  had  been  immunised  against  polio¬ 
myelitis  and  there  w^ere  no  deaths. 


Scarlet 

Fever 


80  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  145  in  1956.  The  disease  generally  was  mild 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 


Whooping  320  cases  were  notified  compared  writh  462  in 

1956.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease 
fluctuates  annually  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  immunisation  has 
had,  up  to  the  present,  an  obvious  dramatic  effect  in  reducing  the 
amount  of  wdiooping  cough  in  the  community.  There  is  some 
evidence  that  the  severity  of  the  illness  is  reduced  in  a  vaccinated 
child  who  develops  the  disease.  There  were  again  no  deaths  from 
the  disease  during  the  year. 


Influenza  The  influenza  epidemic  which  bad  been  expected 

since  the  Influenza  Virus  A  (Asian  1957)  began  to 
spread  round  the  world  earlier  in  the  year  reached  Plymouth  in 
September  wfhen  some  hundreds  of  cases  were  reported  in  R.N. 
establishments.  The  total  number  affected  in  Plymouth  is  not 
known  as  the  disease  is  not  notifiable  but  in  the  last  week  of  Septem¬ 
ber  5,280  children  were  away  from  school  with  ‘Toughs,  colds  and 
influenza”,  nearly  ten  times  the  usual  number.  This  figure  rose 
to  10,640  (33%  of  the  school  population)  early  in  October  and  then 
steadily  fell  to  the  normal  number  of  1,000  or  so  for  November. 

The  amount  of  disease  in  the  adult  population  was  considerable 
but  appreciably  below  that  reached  in  the  school  population. 

The  disease  generally  appeared  mild  but  convalescence  seemed 
disproportionately  prolonged  in  some  cases.  There  wras  some 
increase  in  pneumonia,  mostly  in  elderly  persons,  the  weekly  average 
in  October  being  18  compared  wdth  the  usual  4  or  5  per  week. 
Most  of  the  increase  was  attributed  to  influenza.  There  was  also 
some  increase  in  the  deaths  due  to  influenza  of  wrhich  23  occurred 
from  5th  October  to  2nd  November.  There  were  only  12  deaths 
from  this  cause  in  the  whole  of  1956.  Most  of  the  deaths  were  in 
elderly  persons  but  3  children  died  as  a  result  of  very  acute  influenzal 
pneumonia. 
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Admissions  to  j  ani  indebted  to  Dr.  D.  F.  Johnstone  (Physician 
Hospital  Superintendent)  for  the  following  notes  and 

observations  on  Plymouth  residents  admitted  to 

the  hospital. 

“During  the  year  1957,  404  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
admitted  from  the  City  of  Plymouth,  a  decrease  of  98  in  the  previous 
year.  The  last  year  or  two  have  shown  a  diminution  in  the  numbers 
admitted  from  within  the  City  boundary,  and  an  increase  in  the 
cases  from  the  periphery.  In  all  probability,  this  is  due  to  the 
improved  housing  conditions  in  the  City,  enabling  cases  previously 
treated  in  hospital  to  be  looked  after  at  home  quite  satisfactorily. 
In  the  country  areas,  the  greater  distances  and  poorer  facilities,, 
tend  to  encourage  hospital  treatment  for  most  of  the  more  acute 
infectious  diseases. 

The  admission  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  ceased  early 
in  January  1957,  and  the  wards  previously  used  for  this  purpose 
are  now  occupied  by  medical  cases  transferred  from  the  general 
hospitals.  This  has  been  of  great  assistance,  particularly  during 
the  winter  months,  when  there  is  invariably  an  acute  shortage  of 
medical  beds  in  both  of  the  main  hospitals. 


Diphtheria  As  jn  previous  years,  bacteriological  confirmation 

of  many  of  these  cases  has  been  impossible,  owing 
to  the  almost  invariable  administration  of  antibiotics  before 
admission.  Diagnosis  is  largely  made  on  clinical  grounds  by  the 
exclusion  of  similar  diseases,  and  retrospectively,  by  the  subsequent 
development  of  paralyses. 

25  cases  were  notified  but  the  diagnosis  was  corrected  in  18 
of  these,  leaving  7  confirmed  cases  of  this  disease. 

Corrected  Diagnosis 


Glandular  Fever  ... 

Follicular  and  Streptococcal  Tonsillitis 
Vincents  Angina  ... 

Pharyngitis  Corynebacterium  Ulcerans 
Catarrhal  Laryngitis 


6 

8 

2 

1 

1 
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Scarlet 

Fever 

be: — 


23  cases  were  admitted,  and  of  these,  14  were 
confirmed.  The  remaining  cases  turned  out  to 


Streptococcal  Pharyngitis 
Tonsillitis  ... 

Measles  and  Stomatitis  ... 
Toxic  Erythema  ... 


1 

4 

3 

1 


Poliomyelitis  Once  again  the  year  showed  a  low  incidence  of 

Poliomyelitis.  In  all,  30  cases  were  admitted, 
but  only  10  were  confirmed,  and  of  these  3  were  non-paralytic. 
The  7  who  developed  varying  degrees  of  paralysis  all  did  well 
subsequently,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

The  diagnoses  were  amended  as  follows: — - 


Nothing  abnormal  diagnosed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cystitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Epileptiform  Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sub-acute  Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gastro-enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sacro-iliac  strain  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Infective  Polyneuritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Gastro-  There  was  again  a  drop  in  admissions  from  this 

Enteritis  °  r 

serious  disease.  65  cases  were  notified  and  the 

diagnosis  confirmed  in  only  15.  All  of  these  babies  made  a  good 

recovery  and  there  were  no  deaths  directly  attributable  to  this 

disease. 

Corrected  diagnoses  were  made  as  follows 


Feeding  upset  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Otitis  Media  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sonne  Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Right  Basal  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pylorospasm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atypical  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  (Died) 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Colitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Broncho-pneumonia  and  Secondary  Gastro-enteritis  2  (Died) 
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Tuberculosis  Two  cases  were  admitted,  but  neither  were  con- 

Memngitis  , 

firmed.  One  proved  to  be  an  iron  deficiency 
anaemia  in  a  mental  defective,  and  nothing  abnormal  was  found 
in  the  other. 


Meningitis  Twenty-three  cases  were  admitted,  but  only  1  of 

these  was  confirmed.  This  proved  to  be  a  Menin¬ 
gococcal  Meningitis  who  made  a  good  recovery  after  treatment. 


Corrected  Diagnoses 

Otitis  Media  and  Tonsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  (1  death) 

Osteomyelitis  of  Pubic  Bone  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Osteomyelitis  of  Cervical  Spine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atypical  Pneumonia  right  base  ...  ...  ...  2 

Feeding  Mismanagement  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Epileptic  Fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sub-arachnoid  Hoemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  (2  deaths) 


Influenza  During  the  autumn  of  the  year,  cases  of  Influenza 

began  to  appear  in  the  City,  and  47  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  hospital,  the  diagnosis  being  confirmed  in  38. 
There  were  5  deaths. 

Many  of  these  patients  were  seriously  ill,  and  most  of  them 
developed  a  broncho-pneumonia  beiore  being  sent  into  hospital. 
Several  of  those  who  died  showed  all  the  symptoms  and  signs 
characteristic  of  the  1918/19  outbreak — marked  prostration,  frothy 
blood-stained  sputum  and  heliotrope  cyanosis.  This  severe  type 
of  broncho-pneumonia  following  influenza  was  in  all  probability 
due  to  a  secondary  invasion  of  the  lungs  with  staphylococci,  mostly 
resistant  to  antibiotic  treatment.  Some  patients,  a  little  less  ill, 
seemed  to  respond  to  Cortisone,  together  with  the  appropriate 
antibiotic  drug. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  death  rate  would  have 
been  heavy  had  not  the  full  advantages  of  modern  hospital  treatment 
been  available. 

One  other  char  act  eristic  of  this  small  series,  was  the  frequency 
in  which  the  larynx  was  involved. 
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Most  of  the  patients  had  some  degrees  of  laryngitis  which 
varied  from  a  mild  catarrh  to  severe  obstructive  symptoms.  Two 
cases  suffering  from  pneumonia  and  obstructive  laryngitis  required 
tracheotomy,  and  both  made  a  good  recovery  after  prolonged 
illness. 

Corrected  Diagnoses,  as  follows 

Coryza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nothing  Abnormal  diagnosed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hiatus  Hernia  and  Gastric  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Anaemia  and  T onsillitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Arteriosclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ages  of  Deaths  from  Influenza 

66  years  (2);  42  years;  23  years;  and  15  months. 


Other  Diseases  190  cases  of  various  other  infections  were  admitted 

and  there  were  2  deaths  in  this  group : 

Atypical  Pneumonia  (pulmonary  collapse) 

Acute  Yellow  Atrophy  of  Liver  (cause  unknown) 


General  The  health  of  the  staff  has  been  generally  good 

throughout  the  year,  apart  from  a  rather  heavy 
incidence  of  Influenza  during  the  epidemic.  Protection  with 
Influenza  Vaccine  was  offered  to  all  those  wishing  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  it,  but  it  is  difficult  to  judge  its  efficiency,  as  it  arrived 
too  late,  when  the  peak  of  the  incidence  had  been  passed. 


In  addition  to  the  routine  protection  against  Diphtheria, 
Smallpox,  Typhoid  and  Tuberculosis  (where  applicable),  Polio¬ 
myelitis  Vaccine  has  been  offered  to  all  the  hospital  staff  who  were 
likely  to  come  in  contact  with  the  disease”. 


SO 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


The  Authority’s  provisions  for  vaccination  and  immunisation 
remain  basically  as  described  fully  in  the  Report  of  1952.  Immuni¬ 
sation  is  available  free  of  charge  either  from  a  Clinic  or  from  a 
general  practitioner  participating  in  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme 
against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  polio¬ 
myelitis. 

The  course  of  immunisation  recommended  for  most  infants 
is: — 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox  at  the  age  of  3  months. 

Immunisation  with  the  triple  antigen  (Diphtheria— Tetanus 
-Pertussis  Prophylactic,  D.T.P.P.)  at  the  6th,  7th  and  8th 
month. 

Followed  by  Poliomyelitis  vaccine. 

Reinforcing  injections  of  Diphtheria-Tetanus  Prophylactic 
(D.T.P.)  are  given  at  ages  4-5  years  and  9-10  years. 

Re- Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  recommended  at  7 
years  of  age. 

Immunisation  Reference  to  Table  C  shows  that  2,660  children 
against  .  .  . 

Diphtheria  received  a  primary  course  of  immunisation  m 

1957,  87  more  than  in  1956.  It  is  reassuring  that 
the  fall  in  primary  immunisation  seen  in  1956  when  229  fewer  were 
immunised  than  in  1955  has  not  been  continued  into  1957.  However, 
the  position  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  when  nearly  1,000 
of  the  approximately  3,600  children  born  every  year  remain  un¬ 
protected  against  diphtheria  (see  Table  R  on  page  84). 

Theie  was  a  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  reinforcing 
inoculations  given:  2,461  compared  with  3,486  in  1956.  Some 
abnormal  conditions  in  1957  contributed  to  the  reduction,  such  as 
the  influenza  epidemic  in  the  autumn  and  a  rearrangement  of  the 
age  groups  receiving  periodical  medical  inspections.  There  will  also 
be  some  interference  with  diphtheria  reinforcement  in  1958  owing 
to  the  impending  large  scale  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme 
for  school  children  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  lost  ground  will  be 
recovered  in  due  course. 

Immunisation  The  number  of  children  immunised  against 
Whooping  whooping  cough  increased  by  256  to  2,232.  Most 

Cou£h  of  these  received  their  protection  by  means  of  a 

course  of  the  “triple”  antigen  against  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
whooping  cough. 


81 


Immunisation  2,146  children  were  immunised  against  tetanus  m 
against  , 

Tetanus  1957,  the  great  majority  being  mtants  who 

received  their  protection  from  a  course  of  the  ‘ 'triple’ ’  antigen.  A 
record  of  such  children  is  maintained  at  the  Health  Department 
and  information  on  the  nature  and  date  of  immunisation  is  avail¬ 
able  to  doctois  and  hospital  casualty  officers  who  may  have  to  deal 
in  the  future  with  injuries  and  wounds  suffered  by  some  of  these 
children.  A  reliable  record  of  immunisation  may  obviate  the  need 
to  give  anti-tetanus  serum  with  its  accompanying  risk  of  severe 
reaction. 


Vaccination  In  1957  2,123  primary  vaccinations  were  per- 
Smallpox  formed,  an  increase  of  417  compared  with  1956. 

1,785  of  these  were  under  one  year  of  age,  about  50%  of  the  births 
in  the  year.  This  is  the  highest  rate  achieved  since  vaccination 
became  a  voluntary  procedure  in  1948  and  is,  in  fact,  a  little  highei 
than  the  proportion  being  vaccinated  in  the  two  or  three  years 
prior  to  1948  when  it  was  still  a  legal  requirement. 

Only  238  revaccinations  were  performed  in  the  year  and  the 
desirability  of  keeping  immunity  high,  by  periodical  revaccination 
is  not  generally  appreciated. 


Vaccination  Vaccination  which  had  begun  in  a  small  way  in 

Poliomyelitis  1956  when  500  children  were  vaccinated  was 

continued  during  1957  when  4,422  were  immunised 
as  supplies  of  British  vaccine  became  available.  There  were  no 
reactions  of  any  importance  to  the  vaccine  and  no  vaccinated 
children  developed  poliomyelitis. 


With  the  Ministry’s  decision  to  import  North  American  Salk 
vaccine  to  supplement  the  British  supply,  registration  for  vacci¬ 
nation  was  extended  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  14  +  and  expectant 
mothers  and  some  health  service  workers  could  also  be  registered. 
Approximately  46,000  in  Plymouth  became  eligible  and  by  the  end 
of  December,  1957,  27,800  of  these  (60%)  signed  consent  forms. 
Preparations  were  then  made  for  their  vaccination  by  the  summer 
of  1958  subject  to  the  arrival  of  adequate  supplies  of  vaccine. 
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TABLE  A 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1957,  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January, 

1943) 


Age  on  31.12.57 
(i.e.  Born  in  year) 

Under  1 
1957 

1-4 

1953-1956 

5—9 

1948-1952 

10-14 

1943-1947 

Under  15 
Total 

A.  Number  of  child¬ 
ren  whose  last 
course  (primary 
or  booster)  was 
completed  in  the 
period  1953-57 

385 

8,075 

12,114 

9,805 

* 

30,379 

B.  Number  of  child¬ 
ren  whose  last 
course  (primary 
or  booster)  was 
completed  in  the 
period  1952  or 
earlier. 

— 

— 

2,770 

7,859 

10,629 

C.  Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child  popu¬ 
lation 

3,620 

13,080 

32, 

100 

48,800 

Immunity  Index 

62.2% 

TABLE  B 

Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Diphtheria 
in  the  past  27  Years  and  the  Primary  Immunisations  Per¬ 
formed  in  each  Year 


Diphtheria, 

Primary 

A  ttack 

Diphtheria 

Rates 

Total  of 

Immunisations 

per 

Year 

Total 

Total 

Papula- 

1.000 

Births 

Cases 

Deaths 

Ages 

Ages 

No. 

tion 

popu- 

0-5 

5-15 

0-15 

lation 

7V. 

1931 

3,427 

367 

17 

1,282 

1,282 

191,800 

1.77 

1932 

3,251 

444 

20 

1,107 

1,107 

208,440 

2.13 

1933 

3,232 

337 

18 

972 

972 

206,200 

1.63 

1934 

3,203 

376 

15 

335 

363 

698 

203,450 

1.85 

1935 

3,065 

481 

23 

874 

1,244 

2,118 

203,600 

2.36 

1936 

3,061 

455 

40 

662 

1,104 

1,766 

206,400 

2.20 

1937 

3,073 

272 

17 

500 

1,035 

1,535 

210,460 

1.29 

1938 

3,305 

357 

15 

430 

707 

1,137 

211,800 

1.68 

1939 

3,446 

404 

25 

568 

615 

1,183 

215,500 

1.87 

1940 

3,295 

1,361 

105 

2,812 

6,765 

9,577 

197,800 

6.88 

1941 

2,453 

348 

28 

673 

1,244 

1,917 

149,300 

2.33 

1942 

2,817 

227 

16 

2,323 

1,029 

3,352 

127,300 

1.78 

1943 

3,144 

209 

10 

1,593 

1,050 

2,643 

136,530 

1.53 

1944 

3,477 

163 

4 

1,680 

535 

2,215 

144,700 

1.12 

1945 

3,824 

157 

6 

1,701 

417 

2,118 

157,580 

0.99 

1946 

4,272 

68 

2 

2,223 

928 

3,151 

176,070 

0.39 

1947 

4,490 

49 

2 

2,485 

769 

3,254 

181,600 

0.26 

1948 

4,036 

51 

1 

3,326 

323 

3,649 

188,940 

0.27 

1949 

3,769 

29 

1 

2,636 

725 

3,361 

190,860 

0.15 

1950 

3,534 

25 

— 

2,164 

847 

3,011 

208,960 

0.12 

1951 

3,622 

33 

— 

2,337 

371 

2,708 

219,700 

0.15 

1952 

3,487 

13 

1 

2,731 

437 

3,168 

218,600 

0.06 

1953 

3,643 

21 

— 

2,284 

625 

2,909 

221,400 

0.09 

1954 

3,580 

5 

• - 

2,358 

440 

2,798 

217,500 

0.02 

1955 

3,536 

8 

— 

2,367 

435 

2,802 

218,000 

0.04 

1956 

3,526 

3 

— 

2,211 

362 

2,573 

216,200 

0.01 

1957 

3,615 

8 

— 

2,291 

369 

2,660 

217,900 

0.04 
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TABLE  C 

Showing  the  Ages  at  which  Children  were  Immunised  against 

Diphtheria  in  1957 


AGE 

At  date  of  final  injection  (as  regards  A) 

Or  of  reinforcing  injection  (as  regards  B) 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

Total 

A.  Number  of  children  who 
completed  a  full  course  of 
Primary  Immunisation  in 
the  Authority’s  area  (in¬ 
cluding  temporary  res¬ 
idents)  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1957 

1,604 

687 

369 

2,660 

B.  Number  of  children  who 
received  a  secondary  (rein¬ 
forcing)  injection  (i.e.,  sub¬ 
sequently  to  a  primary  im¬ 
munisation  at  an  earlier  age) 
during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1957  ... 

859 

1,602 

2,461 

Whooping  Cough 


Protective  Inoculations  siven 
(primary  courses) 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1,739 

1,908 

1,465 

1,568 

1,976 

1,955 

2,140 

2,148 

1,976 

2,232 

Table  I — Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 


Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  during  period  1957 


Age  at  date  of  Vaccina¬ 
tion  ... 

» 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated  ... 

1,785 

91 

115 

49 

83 

2,123 

Number  Re-vaccinated 

5 

1 

5 

43 

184 

238 
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Table  II — Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 


Year 

Births 

Primary 
vaccinations 
(. all  ages) 

Percentage 
of  Children 
vaccinated 
{under  1  year 
of  age) 

Re¬ 
vaccinations 
{all  ages) 

1944  . 

3,016 

1,663 

55.14 

85 

1945  . 

3,752 

1,803 

48.05 

39 

1946  . 

3,947 

1,890 

47.88 

74 

1947  . 

4,490 

1,972 

43.92 

6 

1948  (to 

4.7.48)  ... 

2,223 

1,001 

45.48 

1948  (from 
5.7.48)  ... 

1,813 

322 

17.76 

69 

1949  . 

3,769 

1,432 

30.5 

278 

1950  ... 

3,534 

1,691 

33.5 

398 

1951 . 

3,622 

1,975 

40.2 

832 

1952  . 

3,487 

1,836 

42.9 

475 

1953  . 

3,643 

1,869 

40.0 

297 

1954  . 

3,580 

1,692 

40.8 

239 

1955  . 

3,536 

1,942 

48.3 

224 

1956  . 

3,526 

1,711 

42.7 

264 

1957  . 

3,615 

2,123 

49.4 

238 
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Vaccination 

against 

Influenza 


A  small  amount  of  Influenza  vaccine  was  made 
available  by  the  Ministry  for  the  immunisation 
of  general  practitioners  and  nurses  and  153 


persons  had  the  full  course  of  two  injections  and  50  had  one  injection 
only.  It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  efficiency  of  the  vaccine  from  this 
limited  experience  especially  as  the  vaccine  was  received  rather 
late  in  the  year  and  influenza  was  already  present  in  the  town  when 
the  vaccinations  were  begun.  Several  persons  who  had  received 
one  injection  contracted  influenza  before  the  second  injection  was 
due  but  of  38  District  Nurses  who  were  fully  vaccinated  only  2 
suffered  from  the  disease.  The  cases  in  this  particular  epidemic 
were  usually  mild  but  if  a  future  epidemic  should  again  produce 
an  illness  of  the  gravity  of  the  1918-19  pandemics  any  protection, 
even  if  only  to  a  limited  extent,  to  be  gained  from  vaccination 
would  be  warmly  welcomed. 
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Prevention  of  Illness 
Care  and  After-Care 


(A)  TUBERCULOSIS 

Vital  Statistics 

Notifications  The  number  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  for 

the  year  amounted  to  197.  This  figure  consisted 
of  176  respiratory  and  21  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  52  respiratory  and  an  increase  of  4  non-respiratory 
cases  compared  with  last  year’s  figures. 


Table  I 


Age 

Groups 

Respiratory 

N  on-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  —  ... 

1  —  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2  —  ... 

4 

— 

2 

— 

5  —  ... 

4 

2 

1 

— 

10—  ... 

8 

3 

2 

1 

15—  ... 

11 

9 

1 

1 

20—  . . . 

11 

12 

— 

1 

25—  ... 

15 

17 

— 

5 

35—  . . . 

20 

11 

1 

— 

45—  ... 

14 

5 

— 

3 

55—  . . . 

12 

4 

— 

1 

65—  ... 

9 

1 

1 

1 

75—  . . . 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

... 

111 

65 

8 

13 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  which 
have  been  virtually  constant  for  5  years  fell  sharply  by  52  (24%). 
The  fall  occured  in  all  age  groups  but  was  greatest  in  those  under 
20  where  the  reduction  was  40%  compared  with  20%  in  the  45-55 
age  group. 
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Table  II 


! 

Year 

^  '  - 

o 

Notifii 

:ations 

(B) 

Deaths  f  rom  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  non- 
notified  ftersons 

Percents 

on 

ige  of  B 

A 

\ 

Res  ft. 

Non- 
Res  ft. 

Res  ft. 

Non- 
Res  ft. 

Res  ft. 

Non- 
Res  ft. 

1942 

' 

282 

77 

26 

7 

9.22 

9.09 

1948 

284 

41 

14 

7 

4.93 

17.07 

1950 

299 

49 

Not  avai 

lable — - 

1952 

230 

42 

9 

2 

3.91 

4.76 

1953 

228 

36 

11 

3 

4.82 

8.33 

1954 

230 

25 

4 

2 

1.74 

8.00 

1  1955 

231 

19 

3 

— 

1.30 

— 

1956 

228 

17 

3 

2 

1.31 

11.70 

1957 

176 

21 

2 

2 

1.13 

9.52 

Deaths.  During  the  year  1957,  tuberculosis  was  registered 

as  the  cause  of  death  in  19  cases,  4  of  which  were 
not  notified.  These  figures  show  a  decrease  of  8  compared  with 
the  number  of  deaths  for  1956.  The  death  rate  in  Plymouth  is 
the  same  as  the  national  average. 


‘Clinic  Register  An  analysis  of  the  number  of  patients  on  the 

"live”  chest  clinic  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
is  shown  in  Table  III. 

Table  III 


j 

Males 

Females 

Children 

T  otals 

Respiratory 

964 

719 

159 

1842 

Non-Respiratory . . . 

30 

54 

12 

96 

Totals 

994 

773 

171 

1938 
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CHEST  CLINIC  AND  HOSPITAL  WORK 


Attendances.  5,501  New  Cases  were  investigated  during  the 

year,  an  increase  of  265  compared  with  1956. 
In  addition  there  were  11,590  attendances  of  old  cases. 

1,076  contacts  of  newly  notihed  cases  were  examined  and  21 
cases  were  discovered  by  this  means. 


Table  IV 


Year 

Total 

Attendances 

New  cases  referred 

New 

Contacts 

Re- 

Attendances 

Clinic 

G.P. X-ray 

1950 

20,811 

2,266 

— — 

587 

17,958 

1953 

19,674 

2,375 

■ — - 

650 

16,649 

1955 

18,903 

1,994 

756 

1,035 

15,118 

1956 

17,745 

1,627 

3,609 

757 

11,752 

1957 

18,167 

1,030 

4,471 

1,076 

11,590 

Case  Finding  The  main  methods  by  which  new  cases  are  dis¬ 
covered  are  analysed  in  Table  V. 


Table  V 

Sources  of  Notified  Cases — Respiratory 
Percentage  of  notified  cases  shown  in  brackets 


Year 

M.M.R. 

Clinic 

G.P. 

N-ray 

Conta 

cts  of 

1 

Other 

Hospitals 

Notified 

Cases 

T  uberculin 

Positive 

School 

Children 

1952 

50  (21.7) 

118  (51.3) 

8  (  3.5) 

54  (23.5) 

1953 

40  (17.7) 

126  (55.2) 

14  (  6.1) 

■ - 

48  (21.0) 

1954 

56  (23.7) 

117  (49.6) 

• — - — 

18  (  7.6) 

45  (19.1) 

1955 

50  (21.7) 

102  (44.2) 

11  (  4.7) 

29  (12.5) 

• - 

39  (16.9) 

1956 

46  (20.1) 

72  (31.6) 

48  (21.1) 

37  (16.2) 

25  (11.0) 

1957 

43  (24.4) 

60  (34.1) 

26  (14.8) 

21  (11.9) 

2  (1.1) 

24  (13.7) 

n 
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A  new  method  of  case-finding  was  taken  over  by  the  chest 
clinic  in  1957,  namely,  the  examination  of  the  contacts  of  tuber¬ 
culin  reactors  discovered  during  the  school-leavers  B.C.G.  vaccina¬ 
tion  programme.  This  work  was  formerly  carried  out  by  the  School 
Medical  Service  and  the  M.R.U. 


Table  VI 

Results  of  Tuberculin  Positive  School-Leavers  Examination 


No.  of 
children 
aged  14—15 

No.  accepting 
Tuberculin 

test 

Tuberculin 

Positive 

Positive 

Reactors 

with  active 

T.B. 

Contacts  of 
Positive 

Reactors  with 

active  T.B. 

2910 

2602  (89%) 

282  (10.8%) 

1 

2 

General 
Practitioner 
X-ray  Service. 


During  the  year  4,471  cases  were  examined.  26 
(.58%)  were  found  to  have  active  disease. 


Domiciliary 
Visits  and 
Consultations. 


The  Consultant  Chest  Physician  made  visits  to 
patients  in  their  homes  and  held  consultations  at 
the  Hospitals  and  in  the  patients’  homes  at  an 


average  of  two  per  week 


Hospital  Fewer  tuberculous  patients  required  admission 

Trpatmpnt 

for  treatment  in  1957  (432  in  1956,  312  in  1957), 
as  a  result  a  further  64  beds  have  been  released  for  other  uses. 
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Table  VII 


Admissions  and  Discharges — Tuberculosis  Hospitals 


Total 

Beds 

Total 

Cases 

Tuberculous 

Non- 

Tub  erculous 

Didworthv 

%/ 

Admissions 

136 

132 

4 

Chest 

Discharges 

122 

Hospital 

128 

Deaths 

3 

Mount 

Admissions 

256 

171 

85 

Gold 

■ 

Discharges 

260 

Hospital 

57 

Deaths 

16 

Scott* 

Admissions 

9 

9 

— 

Isolation 

Discharges 

31 

Hospital 

18 

Deaths 

1 

Totals  ... 

312 

89 

*  Closed  for  tuberculous  patients  in  January,  1957 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
vaccinated  against  tuberculosis  in  1957. 


Table  VIII 


School  Leavers 

2319 

Contacts 

418 

Total 

2737 

Rehousing  Every  co-operation  was  again  received  from  the 

Housing  Committee  in  the  rehousing  of  patients 
found  to  be  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions. 
To  the  137  cases  awaiting  rehousing  on  the  31st  December,  1956, 
were  added  a  further  91  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  98  families  were  rehoused  and  15  removed  from  the  list 
for  various  reasons,  leaving  115  still  awaiting  rehousing  on  the 
31st  December,  1957. 


92 


Voluntary  The  Plymouth  Tuberculosis  Care  and  After  Care 

Organisations.  ^  .  . 

Voluntary  Committee  continued  to  act  as  the 

agent  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  welfare  of  the  tuber¬ 
culous  patients  and  the  grant  for  these  services  was  maintained  at 
£600. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  came  to  £2,212,  of  which 
85%  was  devoted  to  assisting  patients. 

96  patients  were  in  receipt  of  cheap  milk  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  there  having  been  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  appli¬ 
cations  received  for  this  and  other  methods  of  assistance. 

Whilst  most  of  the  applications  were  again  for  clothing, 
assistance  was  also  given  in  respect  of  hire  purchase  debts,  fuel  and 
lighting  bills,  a  driving  course  and  rehousing  expenses. 

Some  amenities  were  also  provided  for  the  Hospitals,  amongst 
which  was  the  presentation  of  a  television  set  to  Didworthy  Chest 
Hospital. 


PLYMOUTH  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

Report  on  work  carried  out  in  Plymouth  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1957. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  examined  ... 

...  9,296 

13,170 

22,466 

Number  examined  on  large  films 

500 

375 

875 

Number  examined  clinically 

136 

92 

228 

Incidence  of  Disease. 

A.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis : 

1.  Newly  discovered  significant 

cases : 

Per  thous. 

Requiring  treatment 

37 

1.4 

Requiring  observation 

44 

2.0 

2.  No  further  action  required 

174 

3.  Previously  diagnosed 

75 

93 


B.  Other  conditions : 


Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bronchiectasis  ...  ...  ...  \ ..  14 

Cystic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ...  ...  34 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sarcoidosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumoconiosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Carcinoma  of  the  bronchus  ...  ...  9 

Other  tumours: 

Intrathoracic  ...  ...  ...  2 

Extrathoracic  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lung  cyst  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Thyroid  enlargement  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diaphragmatic  abnormality  ...  ...  7 

Cardio-vascular  disease : 

Congenital  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Acquired  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Radiation  fibrosis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Post  pneumonic  fibrosis  ...  ...  4 

Pleural  thickening  ...  ...  ...  7 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax  ...  ...  2 

Azygos  lobe  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bony  abnormality  ...  ...  ...  30 


Age  and  Sex  Analysis  of  Newly  Discovered  Significant  Cases 


(Group  1  above) 


-15 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-59 

60  + 

1 

1 

i 

Male  ... 

1 

8 

9 

8 

13 

5 

Female 

2 

10 

10 

7 

8 
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NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS— 1914-1957. 
and  Attack  Rate  and  Mortality  per  1 ,000  population 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

Neu> 

Cases 

A  ttack 
Rate 

Deaths 

Mortality 

New 

Cases 

A  ttack 
Rate 

Deaths 

Mortality 

New 

Cases 

A  ttack 
Rate 

Deaths 

Mortality 

1914 

370 

1.74 

262 

1.23 

131 

.62 

80 

.37 

501 

2.36 

342 

1.60 

1915 

322 

1.71 

236 

1.26 

88 

.47 

84 

.45 

410 

2.18 

320 

1.71 

1916 

376 

2.04 

254 

1.37 

166 

.90 

65 

.35 

542 

2.94 

319 

1.72 

1917 

364 

2.03 

243 

1.25 

103 

.57 

89 

.49 

467 

2.60 

332 

1.74 

1918 

417 

2.32 

300 

1.67 

130 

.72 

89 

.49 

547 

3.04 

389 

2.16 

Average 

369 

1.97 

259 

1.35 

123 

.65 

81 

.43 

493 

2.62 

340 

1.78 

1914-1918 

1919 

266 

1.46 

231 

1.27 

74 

.41 

73 

.40 

340 

1.87 

304 

1.67 

1920 

189 

1.00 

195 

1.03 

40 

.21 

46 

.24 

229 

1.21 

241 

1.27 

1921 

370 

1.85 

208 

1.04 

117 

.59 

42 

.21 

487 

2.44 

250 

1.25 

1922 

395 

1.97 

218 

1.09 

92 

.46 

48 

.24 

487 

2.43 

266 

1.33 

1923 

346 

1.79 

202 

1.04 

119 

.61 

44 

.23 

465 

2.40 

246 

1.27 

Average 

313 

1.61 

211 

1.09 

88 

.45 

50 

.26 

401 

2.07 

261 

1.36 

1919-1923 

1924 

294 

1.52 

209 

1.08 

92 

.48 

43 

.22 

386 

2.00 

252 

1.30 

1925 

389 

1.97 

179 

0.91 

103 

.52 

44 

.22 

492 

2.49 

223 

1.13 

1926 

443 

2.36 

177 

0.95 

116 

.62 

34 

.18 

559 

2.98 

211 

1.13 

1927 

358 

1.91 

182 

0.97 

115 

.61 

31 

.16 

473 

2.52 

213 

1.13 

1928 

325 

1.73 

159 

0.85 

111 

.59 

32 

.17 

436 

2.32 

191 

1.02 

Average 

361 

1.89 

181 

0.95 

107 

.56 

36 

.19 

469 

2.46 

218 

1.14 

1924-1928 

1929 

300 

1.51 

166 

0.84 

78 

.39 

24 

.12 

378 

1.90 

190 

0.96 

1930 

252 

1.27 

167 

0.84 

76 

.38 

33 

.17 

328 

1.65 

200 

1.01 

1931 

320 

1.67 

157 

0.69 

62 

.32 

38 

.20 

382 

1.99 

195 

0.89 

1932 

273 

1.31 

162 

0.78 

70 

.33 

31 

.15 

343 

1.64 

193 

0.93 

1933 

253 

1.22 

178 

0.86 

58 

.28 

24 

.12 

311 

1.50 

202 

0.98 

Average 

1929-1933 

279 

1.39 

166 

0.90 

69 

.34 

30 

.15 

348 

1.73 

196 

0.95 

1934 

246 

1.21 

167 

0.82 

63 

.31 

35 

.17 

309 

1.52 

202 

0.99 

1935 

217 

1.07 

114 

0.56 

54 

.26 

30 

.15 

271 

1.33 

144 

0.71 

1936 

204 

0.98 

125 

0.60 

51 

.25 

27 

.13 

255 

1.23 

152 

0.73 

1937 

225 

1.07 

147 

0.70 

52 

.25 

15 

.07 

277 

1.32 

162 

0.77 

1938 

209 

0.98 

135 

0.64 

42 

.20 

27 

.13 

251 

1.18 

162 

0.77 

Average 

220 

1.06 

137 

0.66 

52 

.25 

27 

.13 

272 

1.31 

164 

0.79 

1934-1938 

1939 

194 

0.90 

138 

0.64 

51 

.24 

25 

.12 

245 

1.14 

163 

0.76 

1940 

192 

0.97 

163 

0.83 

62 

.31 

25 

.13 

254 

1.28 

188 

0.96 

1941 

194 

1.30 

141 

0.94 

42 

.28 

22 

.15 

236 

1.58 

163 

1.09 

1942 

243 

1.89 

121 

0.95 

57 

.44 

30 

.23 

300 

2.33 

151 

1.18 

1943 

240 

1.76 

126 

0.92 

56 

.41 

28 

.20 

296 

2.17 

154 

1.12 

Average 

212 

1.36 

137 

0.85 

53 

.33 

26 

.16 

266 

1.70 

164 

1.02 

1939-1943 

1944 

233 

1.61 

124 

0.86 

38 

.26 

18 

.12 

271 

1.87 

142 

0.98 

1945 

289 

1.83 

125 

0.79 

49 

.31 

16 

.10 

338 

2.14 

141 

0.89 

1946 

284 

1.61 

105 

0.60 

50 

.28 

25 

.14 

334 

1.89 

130 

0.74 

1947 

297 

1.64 

143 

0.77 

54 

.29 

30 

.16 

351 

1.93 

171 

0.93 

1948 

284 

1.50 

142 

0.73 

41 

.22 

22 

.12 

325 

1.72 

160 

0.85 

Average 

277 

1.64 

127 

0.75 

46 

.27 

22 

.13 

324 

1.91 

149 

0.88 

1944-1948 

1949 

273 

1.43 

119 

0.62 

30 

.16 

6 

.03 

303 

1.59 

125 

0.65 

1950 

299 

1.43 

108 

0.52 

49 

.23 

15 

.07 

348 

1.66 

123 

0.59 

1951 

251 

1.14 

92 

0.42 

45 

.20 

10 

.04 

296 

1.34 

102 

0.46 

1952 

230 

1.05 

49 

0.22 

42 

.19 

5 

.02 

272 

1.24 

54 

0.24 

1953 

228 

1.03 

44 

0.20 

36 

.16 

5 

.02 

264 

1.19 

49 

0.22 

Average 

256 

1.22 

82 

0.40 

40 

.19 

8 

.04 

296 

1.40 

90 

0.43 

1949-1953 

1954 

236 

1.09 

30 

0.14 

26 

.12 

3 

.01 

262 

1.20 

33 

0.15 

1955 

231 

1.06 

41 

0.19 

19 

.09 

2 

.00 

250 

1.15 

43 

0.19 

1956 

228 

1.05 

27 

0.12 

17 

.08 

2 

.00 

245 

1.13 

29 

0.12 

1957 

176 

0.81 

16 

0.07 

21 

.09 

1  ^ 

.01 

197 

0.90 

19 

0.08 

Tuberculosis  (All  Forms) 


A  rate  of  .00  indicates  that  there  were  too  few  deaths  during  that  year  to  be  expressed  as  a  rate  to  two  decimal  places. 
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(B)  OTHER  ILLNESS 


Health  Education 
(a)  General 

The  words  “Health  Education”,  whilst  possibly  conjuring  up 
a  vague  mental  picture  of  lectures  on  health  and  posters  on  a 
hoarding  from  time  to  time  exhorting  one  to  have  one’s  child 
vaccinated  or  to  sneeze  into  a  handkerchief,  give  no  real  indication 
to  those  who  do  not  actually  work  in  a  local  health  department  of 
the  wide  range,  both  in  subject  and  effort,  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  this  cause  -  for  cause  it  is  in  the  best  meaning  of  the  word  -  by 
the  department’s  officers,  both  medical  and  lay. 

It  is  a  continuing  effort  to  cultivate  in  the  public  an  attitude 
of  mind  which  will  promote  habits  in  the  social  behaviour  of  every¬ 
one  that  will  assist  towards  an  overall  improvement,  generation  by 
generation,  in  the  general  knowledge  of  healthy  living  in  its  widest 
sense. 

It  cannot  show  spectacular  short  term  results;  it  is  in  effect 
a  constant  war  of  attrition  against  those  things  which,  when 
corrected,  will  inevitably  lead  to  a  healthier  and  consequently 
happier  life  for  everyone.  If  one  only  thinks  back  over,  say,  the 
past  thirty  years  and  compares  the  average  standards  of  clean¬ 
liness,  personal,  domestic  and  public,  which  are  taken  for  granted 
today  with  the  standards  generally  accepted  then,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  during  that 
period  which  in  many  cases  appears  dramatic  when  viewed  in 
retrospect. 

All  the  department’s  officers  who  have  contact  with  the  public, 
in  their  homes  or  in  their  places  of  work,  in  clinics  or  at  school,  are 
constantly  seeking  opportunities  to  suggest  how  steps  can  be  taken 
to  improve  the  prospects  for  health  or  safety  of  the  individuals 
concerned  and  of  those  around  them. 

In  addition,  lectures  on  many  subjects  were  given  during  the 
year  to  women’s  organisations  and  to  senior  school  children,  and 
the  department  took  full  advantage  of  the  supporting  publicity 
available  in  the  form  of  posters  and  leaflets  dealing  with  most 
aspects  of  the  subject. 

Because  of  the  very  great  number  of  injuries,  many  fatal, 
caused  by  preventable  accidents  in  the  home,  particular  efforts 
were  made  to  bring  this  serious  state  of  affairs  to  the  public  notice 
during  1957.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  special  handbook  on 
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the  subject  was  published  by  the  department  as  part  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  copies  were  widely  distri¬ 
buted  throughout  the  city  through  the  agency  of  child  welfare 
clinics,  health  visitors,  district  nurses,  home  helps,  W.V.S.,  women’s 
organisations,  corporation  estate  community  associations  and  other 
similar  bodies,  and  a  number  of  copies  were  placed  in  all  local 
authority  libraries  for  use  by  members.  At  the  same  t'me,  sup¬ 
porting  publicity  in  the  local  Press  was  obtained  and  a  lengthy 
poster  and  leaflet  campaign  was  initiated  by  the  department  - 
this  latter  still  continues. 

(b)  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer 

Following  receipt  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  7/57  in  June, 
the  question  of  the  best  means  of  publicising  the  connection  between 
smoking  and  lung  cancer  was  examined  by  the  department  and  by 
the  Health  Committee  and  City  Council.  It  was  decided  that 
support  could  best  be  given  to  the  already  wide  national  publicity 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  the  Press,  and  television  and 
sound  broadcasting,  by  the  health  department  undertaking  a 
continuous  campaign  of  poster  presentation  and  leaflet  distribution 
as  part  of  its  normal  responsibility  for  health  education  under 
section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  In  addition, 
it  was  felt  that  much  more  likely  success  would  probably  follow 
the  education  of  children  not  to  start  smoking,  and  special  com 
sultations  with  the  education  department  took  place  to  this  end. 
The  local  Press  were  asked,  and  agreed,  to  give  space  to  the  whole 
subject,  and  mention  was  made  of  the  measures  being  taken  by 
the  health  authority.  i 

It  was  suggested  by  the  Health  Committee,  in  the  interests  of 
the  general  aspects  of  public  health,  that  a  ban  should  be  imposed 
on  smoking  in  cinemas  on  at  least  one  day  a  week,  and  also,  that 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  prohibition  of  smoking  in 
local  authority  buses,  but  the  City  Council  did  not  approve  these 
recommendations. 
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(C)  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Contacts  of  patients  attending  this  or  any  other  Clinic  who  were 
persuaded  to  attend  by  the  Social  Worker. 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Soft  Chancre 

Non-V.D. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

—  — 

12 

— 

— 1 

27 

Total  number  of  contacts  notified,  49. 


Table  “  B  "  New  Cases  for  the  Year  1957, 
Exclusive  of  Transfers. 


Year 

Syphilis 

Gonorr* 

hoea 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

T  otals 

1953  ... 

60 

42 

102 

97 

34 

131 

233 

1954  ... 

39 

29 

68 

104 

17 

121 

189 

1955  .. 

16 

26 

42 

100 

23 

123 

165 

1956  ... 

28 

24 

52 

69 

22 

91 

143 

1957  ... 

19 

16 

35 

105 

21 

126 

161 
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TREATMENT  CLINIC,  S.D.  &  E.C.  HOSPITAL,  FREEDOM  FIELDS 
Table  “A”  Total  New  cases  for  the  Year  1957,  including  Transfers  from  other  Centres 
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Home  Nursing 


Superintendent:  Miss  D.  M.  Williams 


Staff :  (Average)  Equivalent  to  33  full-time  (3  under  establishment) 

These  include: 

1  Superintendent 

2  Assistants 

1  Home  Sister  (for  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery) 

24  Queen’s  Nurses  (including  5  Males) 

2  State  Registered  Nurses 

3  Students 

12  Part-time  Nurses  (including  2  Queen’s  and  2  S.E.A.N’s) 

Transport : 

9  Corporation  Cars 

3  Corporation  Cycles 
10  Full-time  owner  cars 

8  Part-time  owner  cars 

1  Owner  motor  cycle 

2  Owner  Auto-cycles  (part-time) 

3  Owner  Cycles  (full-time) 

It  will  be  noted  that  more  medical  and  less  surgical  cases  were 
taken  on.  There  were  far  fewer  cases  of  infectious  diseases  and 
tuberculosis.  There  were  more  cases  visited  for  injections  only. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  provision  of  home  nursing 
effectively  relieves  the  pressure  on  hospitals  by  providing  home  care 
for  patients  who  might  otherwise  have  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 
In  fact  acute  medical  cases  such  as  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  otitis 
media  were  nursed  during  the  year,  and  frequently  patients  are 
discharged  from  hospital  early  by  arrangement  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  which  then  takes  over  the  nursing  care  including 
dressings  and  removal  of  sutures. 

The  hospital  also  calls  upon  the  home  nurse  to  prepare  patients 
who  are  to  have  barium  meal  X-ray. 


WORK  DONE 


Patients  on  books  beginning  of  year  1957 


773 


New  Patients: 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 
Tuberculosis  ... 
Maternal  Complications 


3,829 


596 

5 

47 

72 


Total  New  Patients 


4,549 


100 


New  Patients  ( included  above )  who  were  : 

O.A.P.  .  . 

Children  under  5  years 

Diabetics 

Other  Injections 

Number  of  visits  to  all  patients : 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Tuberculosis  ... 

Maternal  Complications 
Miscellaneous  Calls 

(no  nursing  procedure  carried  out) 
Supervisions  ... 


1,895 

282 

126 

2,024 


112,639 

19,410 

22 

3,447 

1,089 

1,720 

808 


Total  Visits 

Visits  (included  above)  to : 

O.A.P.  . 

Children  under  5  years 

Diabetics 

Other  Injections 


139,135 


90,541 

1,734 

29,477 

35,772 


Home  Help  Service 

Organiser:  Mrs.  P.  Nodder 

The  Service  continued  to  operate  much  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year  and  the  following  table  indicates  the  work  done : 


Visits  by  Organiser  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,131 

Number  of  Cases  Assisted: 

Confinements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chronic  Sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  ...  53 

General  Sickness  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

276 


Average  number  of  helpers  employed  weekly  ...  31 

Total  number  of  hours  worked  by  helpers  ...  35,671 

Amount  recovered  from  householders  ...  ...  ^1,695 

Number  of  cases  of  full  recovery  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  cases  of  part  recovery  ...  ...  198 

Number  of  cases  free  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


276 

Much  useful  work  has  been  done  in  the  thorough  cleansing  of 
rooms  occupied  by  old  persons,  preparatory  to  arranging  part-time 
work  amounting  to  an  hour  or  two  per  day  through  the  Council  of 
Social  Service  scheme. 

Assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Home  Help  service  in 
connection  with  Problem  Families  and  the  Health  Visitor  respon¬ 
sible  for  this  work  can,  whenever  necessary,  call  upon  the  services 
of  two  experienced  helpers  in  this  type  of  work.  In  most  cases  the 
family  has  benefited  by  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  helper  in 
the  home  who,  besides  undertaking  the  household  work,  helps  the 
mother  to  get  an  understanding  of  what  is  required  to  be  done  in 
the  home. 

The  following  figures  give  some  indication  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year  under  the  scheme  for  old  persons  which  is  organised 
by  the  Council  of  Social  Service: 

Average  number  of  homes  visited  weekly  during 

the  year  (i.e.  persons  helped)  ...  ...  ...  677 

Average  number  of  Home  Helps  employed 

weekly  throughout  the  year  ...  ...  ...  115 

Total  hours  of  work  per  week  being  provided 

at  the  end  of  the  year  -  approximately  ...  3,000 

There  was  the  usual  heavy  turnover  of  cases  during  the  year 
for  reasons  of  death,  removal  from  the  area  and  other  causes. 
During  the  year  355  new  cases  were  accepted  and  300  cases  were 
removed  for  the  reasons  stated  above. 
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Mental  Health 

Report  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer 
Dr.  N.  R.  Matheson 

Administration.  Xhe  organisation  and  administration  of  the  service 

remains  as  in  previous  years.  The  staff,  whilst 
remaining  the  same  in  number,  has  been  improved  by  designating 
the  mental  health  worker  a  duly  authorised  officer  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Lunacy  Acts,  thereby  easing  the  pressure  on  the  other  officers, 
particularly  during  times  of  sickness  and  holiday  periods. 

During  the  year,  the  offices  of  the  department  were  moved  to 
the  central  office  of  the  Health  Department  for  ease  of  adminis¬ 
tration. 

The  full  benefit  of  the  new  Occupation  Centre  was  felt  this  year, 
and  some  68  to  70  pupils  are  in  regular  attendance.  The  number  on 
the  waiting  list  for  places  is  now  very  small  and  these  do  not  usually 
wait  more  than  a  month  or  two.  Unfortunately,  this  means  dis¬ 
charging  pupils  when  they  reach  the  age  of  16  years,  some  of  whom, 
being  unemployable,  are  left  to  idle  their  time  away  at  home.  This 
often  proves  a  strain  on  the  rest  of  the  family,  particularly  mother. 
In  some  instances  Occupational  Therapy  at  home  has  proved  bene¬ 
ficial.  The  real  solution  lies  in  opening  an  industrial  centre,  the 
provision  of  which  might  help  to  lessen  the  number  of  applications 
for  institutional  care. 


Work  This  has  continued  as  in  previous  years,  the  num- 

undertaken  1  J 

in  the  ber  of  cases  being  dealt  with  remaining  fairly 

Community.  constant.  The  bed  position  at  Moorhaven  Hospital 

eased  somewhat,  and  during  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  admit 

any  patients  to  more  distant  hospitals,  although,  on  occasion,  the 

admission  of  urgent  cases  has  had  to  be  delayed  a  day  or  two. 

Unfortunately,  the  easing  of  the  bed  situation  has  not  extended 
to  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals.  Despite  every  consideration  shown 
by  Dr.  Prentice,  the  Medical  Superintendent  at  the  Royal  Western 
Counties  Institution,  our  list  of  cases  awaiting  admission  grows 
steadily.  There  can  be  little  relief  in  this  direction  until  more  beds 
are  made  available. 

Once  again  we  extend  our  thanks  to  Dr.  Prentice  for  his  kind 
co-operation  in  doing  everything  possible  to  take  our  really  desperate 
cases,  often  at  short  notice,  and  particularly  for  accepting  so  many 
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for  a  short-term  stay.  The  brief  respite  this  provides  for  many 
parents,  whose  patience  has  been  sorely  tried  caring  for  an  unruly 
and  demanding  defective,  is  truly  appreciated. 

The  services  of  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  have  been  increasingly 
called  upon  by  General  Practitioners  and  the  Paediatrician  to  advise 
on  the  mental  state  or  educational  problems  of  children. 

Many  children  taken  into  the  care  of  the  Children  Committee 
are  assessed,  and  the  Medical  Officer  regularly  attends  the  confer¬ 
ences  instituted  to  determine  the  best  placement  of  these  children. 


Lunacy 
and  Mental 
Treatment 
Acts. 


201  cases  were  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  during  the  year.  These 
were  analysed  as  follows: 

Males  Females  Totals 


Admitted  under  Section  20,  Lunacy  Act,  1890  ... 

17 

11 

28 

Admitted  under  Section  21,  Lunacy  Act,  1890  ... 

33 

69 

102 

Certified  under  Section  16,  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

5 

7 

12 

Admitted  as  Voluntary  Patients  ... 

26 

32 

58 

Admitted  as  Temporary  Patients  ... 

■ — 

1 

1 

81 

120 

201 

\ 

In  26  cases  reported,  no  statutory  action  was  required 

,  but 

help  and  advice  was  provided. 

Mental  59  cases  were  ascertained 

as  mentally  defective 

Deficiency  Acts  . 

during  the  twelve  months,  ol 

whom  56 

were 

“subject  to  be  dealt  with”  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 

viz. : 

Males 

Females  Total 

Cases  reported  by  the  Local  Education  Authority : 

Under  Section  57  (3)  Education  Act,  1944  ... 

18 

13 

31 

Under  Section  57  (5)  Education  Act,  1944  ... 

12 

12 

24 

Reported  from  other  sources 

1 

- — - 

1 

Reported,  but  not  found  “subject  to  be  dealt  with’’ 

■ — - 

3 

3 

31 

28 

59 

These  were  dealt  with  as  follows: 

Males 

Females  Total 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

29 

23 

52 

Admitted  to  Institutions 

2 

2 

4 

Provided  with  Voluntary  Supervision 

— 

3 

3 

31 

28 

59 

19  cases  were  admitted  to  Institutions  during  the  year,  85 
ceased  to  be  under  care,  and  13  died  or  left  the  district. 


104 


The  Local  Health  Authority  was  responsible  for  871  cases  at 
31st  December,  1957,  i.e. : 

Males  Females  Total 


Under  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  5  9 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  210  188  398 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  16  37  53 

In  Institutions  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  200  183  383 


448  423  871 


There  has  been,  in  the  past  few  years,  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  patients  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  care.  The  majority 
of  these  have  progressed  to  the  position  of  fending  satisfactorily  for 
themselves,  and  settled  down  in  the  community  with  little  trouble. 
There  is,  unfortunately,  always  a  small  minority  who  break  down 
very  quickly  after  the  protection  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  is 
withdrawn.  Some  of  these  cases,  in  trouble  with  the  police,  or 
otherwise  becoming  a  social  problem,  have  to  be  dealt  with  again 
under  the  Act  for  their  own  good;  sometimes,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  at  their  own  request. 

On  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  40  cases  awaiting  admission 
to  institutions,  24  of  whom  were  classified  as  urgent.  Since,  as 
mentioned  above,  only  19  places  were  obtained  in  1957,  there  is 
little  prospect  of  reducing  this  waiting  list. 

The  parents  of  9  patients  made  application  for  short-stay  beds 
for  their  offspring.  These  were  all  accommodated  by  Dr.  Prentice 
at  the  Royal  Western  Counties  Institution  for  periods  varying  from 
two  to  four  weeks. 
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Welfare  Services 


Senior  Welfare  Services  Officer 
H.  J.  Paternoster,  f.i.s.w. 

Administration  jpg  Welfare  Services  Committee  continues  to 

operate  as  a  separate  Committee  of  the  City 
Council.  The  administrative  offices  were  transferred  in  May  last 
from  13  Hill  Park  Crescent,  to  Ladywell  House,  a  property  situated 
in  the  grounds  adjacent  to  '‘Seven  Trees”. 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  have  a  duty  imposed  on  them 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  to  provide 
accommodation  for  those  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  which  is  not 
otherwise  available  to  them.  There  are  further  duties  imposed 
regarding  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  and  the  Council  also  operates 
a  scheme  for  the  Welfare  of  Handicapped  Persons.  These  and 
other  duties  under  the  Act  are  dealt  with  below. 


Accommodation  The  homely  atmosphere,  which  is  so  important, 

continues  to  exist  in  the  Residential  Homes,  and 
the  residents  because  of  the  care  and  attention  they  receive  enjoy 
a  much  longer  lease  of  life.  As  a  result  of  this,  and  the  fact  that  it 
is  only  as  a  last  resource  the  residents  are  transferred  to  hospital, 
a  tremendous  amount  of  extra  work  falls  on  the  staff  in  looking 
after  these  old  people  when  they  become  sick,  and  it  is  a  tribute  to 
the  skill  and  care  of  the  Matrons,  Superintendent,  and  their  staff 
that  many  of  these  old  people  end  their  days  in  Part  III  Accommo¬ 
dation. 

Accommodation  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  includes  four  new  small  Homes,  which  have 
been  opened  since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  plus  Wolseley 
Home. 

The  numbers  in  each  Home  are  set  out  hereunder : 


Wolseley  Home 

“Glenfield” 

“Ingleside” 

“Brightside” 

“Lakeside” 


Part  III  R.H.B. 

Accommodation  Accommodation 

108  males.  55  females  62  females 

27  females 

35  females 
26  males 

36  mixed  (consisting  18  females;  12  males 

and  3  married  couples). 
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Accommodation,  which  is  at  present  being  provided  for  30 
residents  of  both  sexes  at  Gunnerside,  is  administered  by  the 
Council  of  Social  Service  with  the  financial  responsibility  being 
provided  by  the  Welfare  Services  Committee.  The  residents  are 
being  transferred  to  Cross  Park  House  in  March  1958,  when  the 
Home  will  be  opened  to  provide  for  32  persons  of  both  sexes. 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  have  now  acquired  a  building 
site  at  Whitleigh,  for  the  provision  of  another  new  Residential 
Home  for  both  sexes  to  accommodate  42  residents,  of  the  more 
chronic  sick  and  less  ambulant  type  of  person. 

Many  further  improvements  have  taken  place  at  Wolseley 
Home  during  the  past  year,  since  the  war  damaged  buildings  have 
been  demolished,  and  it  is  now  hoped  in  the  new  layout  to  provide 
attractive  gardens  and  make  a  pleasant  appearance  for  the  residents 
and  visitors  to  the  Home  to  enjoy. 

The  new  office  accommodation  is  nearly  completed,  and  a 
modern  mortuary  and  viewing  room  is  expected  to  be  available  by 
March  1958.  Elsewhere  toilets  and  bathrooms  are  being  modernised 
and  a  new  bed  lift,  which  has  been  installed  in  the  Home,  has  proved 
a  great  boon  to  all  concerned. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  canteen,  which  is  operated  by  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  a  new  canteen  has  been  in  operation 
since  the  1st  February,  1957,  which  is  a  very  much  appreciated 
amenity. 

A  Garden  Party,  which  the  residents  of  all  Homes  attended, 
was  held  again  at  “Ingleside”,  and  for  the  second  year  in  succession 
the  weather  was  atrocious.  Although  the  party  had  to  be  held 
indoors,  it  proved  a  great  success  financially  and  was  well  supported 
by  the  residents  and  their  relatives,  those  who  manned  the  stalls 
and  others  who  made  and  provided  the  items  for  sale.  The  entire 
proceeds  were  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  by  the 
provision  of  amenities,  which  they  chose  themselves. 

The  Annual  Outing  was  held  in  July  1957.  Approximately  120 
residents  went  for  a  one  day’s  outing  to  Paignton  and  enjoyed  a 
very  nice  lunch  and  tea.  We  were  again  fortunate  enough  to  have 
had  excellent  weather  for  the  trip. 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  is  also  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  28  residents  at  Torr  Home  for  the  Blind.  A  total 
of  twelve  Plymouth  cases  are  in  Part  III  accommodation  in  Resi¬ 
dential  Homes  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  viz.  Devon,  Somerset, 
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London,  Wiltshire,  and  Worcestershire,  and  for  which  the  Plymouth 
City  Council  is  financially  responsible. 

Admissions  and  Admission  to  Homes  are  made  by  application  to 
Applications  Welfare  Services  Section  of  the  Health  and 

Welfare  Department.  The  applications  are  received  by  Welfare 
Officers,  who  visit  and  ascertain  whether  there  is  eligibility  for 
admission.  The  possession  of  means  or  otherwise,  does  not  deter¬ 
mine  the  issue;  the  primary  factor  is  whether  the  person  is  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  number  of  applications  dealt 
with  by  the  Department  during  the  year  1957 : 


Admissions  from  Waiting  List 
Admissions  (Emergencies) 
Referred  to  Other  Areas 
Other  Arrangements  ... 
Placed  on  Waiting  List 


45 

20 

12 

49 

151 


277 


ADMISSIONS 

Females  Males 

Wolseley  Home  ...  ...  ...  13  28 

“Brightside”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ — -  4 

"Glenfield”  .  3 

“Ingleside”  .  5 

“Lakeside”  .  3  3 

“Gunnerside”  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  4 

26  39 


Although  the  above  figures  reveal  that  more  males  than  females 
were  admitted  to  our  Homes  last  year,  we  have  a  very  steady 
demand  for  accommodation  by  elderly  people  with  far  more  women 
on  the  waiting  list  than  men.  The  number  on  the  waiting  list  this 
year  is  double  that  of  the  information  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Department  during  the  year  1956,  and  it  is  a  growing  problem 
which  is  becoming  more  serious  each  year.  Quite  naturally,  many 
old  people  like  to  stay  in  their  homes,  especially  if  they  are  left  a 
widow  or  widower,  as  long  as  they  are  able,  and  it  is  then,  when 
application  is  made  for  Part  III  Accommodation  that  it  becomes 
difficult  to  decide  whether  they  are  suitable  for  hospital  or  Part  III 
Accommodation,  particularly  if  they  are  very  feeble.  (See  under 
Boarding-Out  Scheme  for  further  information). 
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Temporary  .  The  Council  has  a  duty  under  the  Act  to  provide 
Accommodation  . 

temporary  accommodation  lor  persons  who  are  m 

urgent  need  thereof,  providing  the  circumstances  that  are  prevailing 
"could  not  have  reasonably  been  forseen”,  or  according  to  the  indiv¬ 
idual  circumstances  of  the  particular  case.  During  the  year  73  applic¬ 
ations  from  families  in  a  variety  of  circumstances  have  been  dealt 
with.  Accommodation  is  very  limited,  and  we  have  only  been  able  to 
provide  for  nine  families.  The  balance  still  require  a  great  deal  of 
investigation,  some  being  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Department, 
Children  Department  and  the  Council  of  Social  Service,  while 
several  cases  have  been  persuaded  to  make  other  arrangements. 
Five  families  have  been  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Department 
from  temporary  accommodation.  Cases  requiring  temporary 
accommodation  are  often  of  the  problem  family  type  and  have 
proved  particularly  difficult,  Early  in  1956,  a  Health  Visitor  was 
put  on  to  this  work  with  problem  families  with  a  view  to  the 
prevention  of  family  break-up,  and  close  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  her.  All  the  cases  are  regularly  visited  and  every  three  months 
a  representative  of  the  Welfare,  Housing,  and  Children  Depart¬ 
ments  visit  together  with  the  Problem  Families  Officer. 


Registration  Under  Section  37  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 

of  Homes  1948,  all  Old  Persons’  and  Disabled  Persons’ 

Homes  must  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority.  The  under¬ 
mentioned  Homes  are  so  registered: 


St.  Joseph’s  Home,  Hartley 
The  Mount,  Lipson 
“Rosemont”,  Wingfield  Villas 
Gunnerside  ... 

Torr  Home  for  the  Blind  ... 

2  Thorn  Park  Terrace 
Mannamead 


Accommodation  92  residents  (mixed) 

,,  32  females 

,,  24  residents  (mixed) 

,,  30  residents  (mixed) 

,,  68  residents  (mixed) 

,,  12  residents  (mixed) 


Visitation  and  inspection  of  these  Homes  are  carried  out 
periodically  to  ensure  that  conditions  of  registration  are  being 
observed. 


Boarding- Out  The  Welfare  Services  Committee  now  make  a 

Scheme 

grant  in  respect  of  the  Boarding-Out  Scheme  for 
Old  People,  which  is  operated  by  the  Plymouth 
Council  of  Social  Service  who  receive  a  grant  from  the  Plymouth 
City  Council  for  this  purpose.  At  the  end  of  December,  there 
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were  approximately  130  persons  boarded  out,  and  these  are 
regularly  visited  by  the  Boarding-Out  Officer.  The  Boarding- 
Out  Scheme  is  a  useful  contribution  in  overcoming  the  waiting 
list  of  persons  awaiting  admission  to  the  Council’s  Homes  and 
is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

Wayfarers  Clarence  House  Reception  Centre,  Stonehouse,  is 

administered  by  the  Local  Authority  on  behalf  of 
the  National  Assistance  Board,  and  at  present  accommodation  is 
still  provided  for  eighty  male  wayfarers.  Every  effort  is  made  to 
obtain  employment  for  the  men,  mostfy  in  Hotels  or  in  the  Building 
Trade,  but  during  the  winter  months  this  is  very  difficult.  The 
number  admitted  during  the  year  was  1,767,  the  increase  over  last 
year  probably  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  is  now  the  only 
Centre  covering  South  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  that  more  men 
hear  of  Plymouth  reconstruction  and  come  in  search  of  employment. 
At  Wolseley  Home  accommodation  is  provided  for  female  wayfarers, 
but  the  numbers  accommodated  are  negligible,  and  those  admitted 
rarely  stay  more  than  one  night. 


th^  Blind f  Under  Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 

1948,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  make 
arrangements  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  blind  persons,  who  are 
resident  in  this  area.  During  the  year  1957,  forty-five  persons 
were  newly  registered  blind,  and  nine  as  partially  sighted. 

At  3 1st  December,  1957,  there  were  383  registered  Blind 
persons  and  55  Partially  Sighted  persons  in  Plymouth,  and  it  will 
be  observed  from  the  table  overleaf  that  over  two-thirds  of  the 
registered  Blind  are  of  the  age  of  60  and  over. 

There  are  three  sighted  Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind  employed 
by  the  Plymouth  City  Council,  who  work  from  the  office  of  the 
Welfare  Services  Section. 

The  Annual  Outing,  organised  by  the  South  Devon  and  Corn¬ 
wall  Institution  for  the  Blind  last  year,  took  place  at  Exmouth  and 
Teignmouth,  and  over  300  people  participated. 

In  addition,  there  were  private  outings  arranged  for  the  Handi¬ 
craft  Class  and  also  the  Social  Club,  for  half-day  outings. 

The  Welfare  Services  Committee  and  the  Committees  of  the 
Blind  Institution  and  Torr  Home  work  in  close  liaison  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Blind  population  of  Plymouth. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND— REGISTRATION 
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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1957 

CIRCULAR  2/53 


Follow-Up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 

Sighted  Persons 


Cause  of  [ 

[Disability 

(i)  Number  of  cases  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year 
in  respect  of  which 
para.  7  (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends  : 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

18 

8 

— 

28 

(a)  No  treatment  ... 

12 

— 

— 

15 

(6)  Treatment  (medical 
surgical  or  opti¬ 
cal) 

6 

8 

. 

13 

(e)  Educational  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  ( i ) 

( b )  above  which  on 
follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

2 

6 

— 

10 

Ophtpialmia  Neonatorum 


Total  number  notified  in  1957  ...  ...  4 


Number  (a) 

vision  lost 

Nil 

(b) 

vision  impaired 

Nil 

(c) 

treatment  continuing  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

Nil 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 


The  following  report  is  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee  upon  the  work  ot  the  Welfare  Services  Department,  on 
behalf  of  the  physically  handicapped. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  handicapped  commenced  with 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gill  as  Welfare  Officer  in  February  1955. 

Registration  The  scheme  provided  for  the  registration  of  those 

persons  who  are  substantially  and  permanently 
handicapped  by  illness,  injury,  or  congenital  deformity,  and  who 
are  in  need  of  assistance  under  the  scheme. 

At  the  outset,  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  ot  Labour  and 
other  official  bodies  and  voluntary  organisations  was  obtained  in 
carrying  out  a  survey  of  handicapped  persons  in  the  City.  The 
Ministry  of  Labour  sent  forms  to  a  large  number  of  persons  on  their 
disablement  register,  as  a  result  of  which  1,374  persons  were  re¬ 
viewed.  After  examination  and  enquiries  it  was  obvious  that  very 
many  would  need  no  assistance  under  the  scheme.  Many  were  in 
full  and  continuous  employment.  The  Register  has  therefore  been 
confined  to  those  permanently  and  substantially  handicapped  per¬ 
sons  who  are  being  assisted  or  are  likely  to  take  advantage  of  any 
service  provided  under  the  scheme.  These  persons  have  been 
analysed  into  disability  and  employability  groups : 


Dis¬ 

ability 

Cate¬ 

gories 

J 

Employability  Groups  ( see  note  l 

ielow ) 

Totals 

1 

B 

1 

c 

1 

E 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A/E 

1 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

21 

4 

34 

F 

2 

0 

2 

0 

7 

9 

21 

25 

66 

G 

5 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

23 

H/L 

10 

0 

5 

1 

7 

3 

25 

10 

61 

Q/T 

5 

3 

6 

0 

5 

3 

13 

7 

42 

V 

9 

0 

5 

1 

28 

12 

55 

38 

148 

u/w 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

13 

2 

22 

X 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

15 

Y 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

9 

z 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

8 

21 

43 

3 

29 

3 

54 

29 

176 

104 

441 

113 


Disability  Category  Coding: — 

A/E— Amputation. 

F — Arthritis  and  rheumatism. 

G — Congenital  malformations  and  deformities. 

H/L — Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary  systems;  of  the 
heart  or  circulatory  system;  of  the  respiratory  system  (other 
than  tuberculosis)  and  of  the  skin. 

Q/T — Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk. 
Injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper  and 
lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine. 

V — Organic  nervous  diseases — epilepsy,  disseminated  sclerosis, 
poliomyelitis,  hemiplegia,  sciatica,  etc. 

U/W — Neuroses,  psychoses  and  other  nervous  and  mental  disorders 
not  included  in  V. 

X- — -Tuberculosis  (respiratory). 

Y — T uberculosis  (non-respiratory ) . 

Z — Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above. 

Employability  Groups: 

A — Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  though  possibly 
needing  training  for  some  new  occupation  are  capable  of  work  under 
ordinary  industrial  conditions. 

B — Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  incapable  of 
work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions  but  who  are  mobile  and 
capable  of  work  in  sheltered  workshops. 

C — Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  incapable  of 
work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions  and  who  are  insufficiently 
mobile  for  work  in  sheltered  workshops  but  who  are  capable  of  work 
at  home. 

D — Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  incapable  of, 
or  not  available  for  work. 


Social  The  visitation  of  persons  in  their  own  homes  and 

the  resultant  Case  Work  is  the  main  aspect  of  the 
work  ot  the  Welfare  Officer,  and  is  probably  the  most  important. 
In  view  of  the  wide  scope  of  this  “held”  work  co-operation  with 
other  organisations  is  essential,  and  everyone  concerned  in  this 
type  of  work  has  co-operated  with  the  local  authority  in  the  spirit 
of  helping  in  a  common  cause.  Duplication  of  visits  and  effort  has 
often  been  avoided  by  the  consultation  about  particular  cases 
with  other  workers.  Many  new  cases  are  referred  by  the  Hospital 
Almoners,  particularly  on  the  Orthopaedic  side. 
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Socia?  .  are  very  important,  and  there  are  voluntary 

amenities  ...  J 

organisations  in  Plymouth  who  provide  this 
service.  The  Disabled  Fellowship  Club  is  the  biggest  in  this  field 
and  is  grant  aided  by  the  Committee  by  £100  p.a.  Transport  in 
particular  provides  a  large  and  costly  problem. 


Employment  This  is  generally  considered  the  responsibility  of 

the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  its  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officers,  but  the  Welfare  Officer  has  been  able  to  be 
of  assistance  to  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officers  in  certain 
cases. 


Housing  presents  many  problems  to  Handicapped  Persons, 

particularly  in  such  a  hilly  region  as  this.  Cases 
are  referred  to  the  Housing  Department  for  urgent  consideration, 
and  great  care  is  exercised  in  placing  or  rehousing  handicapped 
persons  into  more  suitable  accommodation  Steps  are  a  big  obstacle 
however,  and  their  conversion  into  ramps  for  wheelchairs  will 
continue  to  be  a  practical  measure  of  assistance  by  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee. 

Diversionary  For  those  persons  who  are  unfit  for  ordinary  or 
Occupation  .  . 

sheltered  employment,  diversionary  home  handi¬ 
crafts  provide  a  useful  means  of  passing  otherwise  idle  hours. 
Since  the  appointment  of  the  Occupational  Therapist,  an  ever¬ 
growing  number  of  persons  are  desirous  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  service.  A  total  number  of  113  persons  have  been  engaged  on 
this  work,  though  the  current  figure  due  to  deaths  and  lapses  is  106. 
Included  in  the  figure  are  26  residents  in  Residential  Homes.  The 
high  number  of  persons  for  one  Occupational  Therapist  to  teach 
and  supervise,  spread  over  the  whole  area  of  the  city,  prompted  a 
desire  for  a  central  spot  where  class  tuition  could  be  given.  The 
use,  for  this  purpose,  of  the  new  wing  at  the  Blind  Institution  is 
greatly  appreciated,  and  the  room  provided  is  ideal  for  the  purpose. 
A  class  of  16  persons  attends  each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

The  disposal  of  finished  products  is  a  problem  which  has  been 
met  by  individuals  themselves,  disposing  of  their  products  to 
friends  and  relations.  The  use  of  the  Welfare  Food  Shop  in  Westwell 
Gardens  for  selling  to  the  public  was  an  additional  help,  and  the 
new  Welfare  Food  Centre  in  the  city  will  help  even  more.  The 
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department  recovers  the  cost  of  materials  from  all  sales,  giving  the 
profit  gained  to  the  individual  worker.  Usually  only  a  small  sum 
is  gained  in  this  way,  but  it  provides  an  incentive. 


Residential  1S  another  difficult  problem  m  the  case  of  those 
Accommodation  . .  .  ,  .  .  .  J 

handicapped  persons  who  need  care  ana  attention, 

not  adequately  provided  at  home.  The  Welfare  Services  Committee 
have  provided  accommodation  for  urgent  cases  in  the  past  at 
Wolseley  Home  and  in  Epileptic  Colonies.  There  are  12  persons 
at  present  maintained  in  Epileptic  Colonies,  but  cases  are  known 
who  would  benefit  from  colonization,  but  would  not  go  far  from 
home  to  such  places  as  Lancashire,  Cheshire  or  Bucks.  Two  young 
spastics  have  been  placed  recently  in  training  schools  by  the  Welfare 
Services  Committee  and  two  handicapped  men  are  maintained  in 
the  Cheshire  Home  at  Marazion  in  Cornwall.  The  waiting  lists  for 
the  various  Cheshire  Homes  far  outstrips  the  available  accommo¬ 
dation. 


The  provision  to  assist  handicapped  persons  to  overcome  the 

effects  of  their  disabilities,  is  another  field  which 
is  necessarily  limited  by  financial  considerations.  It  is  important 
to  remember,  however,  that  gadgets  which  can  help  persons  over¬ 
come  their  handicaps,  must  not  be  a  substitute  for  a  person  helping 
himself.  Any  aid  thus  provided,  therefore,  will  be  given  only  with 
the  approval  of  medical  practitioners  or  specialists. 

The  provision  of  motorised  invalid  carriages,  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  has  necessitated  construction  of  ramps  and  pathways 
and  the  erection  of  storage  sheds.  The  Ministry  has  requested  the 
assistance  of  the  local  authority  in  several  cases,  and  financial 
assistance  has  been  given  in  13  cases. 

Figures  of  Particular  Problems  Dealt  With  Since  1955  : 


Adaptations  and  Aids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Epileptics  in  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Spastics  in  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  disabled  in  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Employment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Occupational  Therapy  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

General  Advice  and  Guidance  ...  ...  ...  192 


Total  ...  419 
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The  register  is  kept  by  the  Department,  but  the 
work  is  carried  on  by  the  Plymouth  and  District 
Mission  and  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 


Age  Groups 


Under  16 

16-64 

65  and 

over 

Total 

Male  Female 
16  15 

Male  Female 

76  68 

Male  Female 

15  15 

Male  Female 

107  98 

205 

Welfare  of  the 
Deaf 

and  Dumb 


The  Council  make  a  grant  of  £300  to  the  Institute. 

The  Plymouth  and  District  Hard  of  Hearing  Social  Club  provide 
social  activities  for  Hard  of  Hearing  persons,  and  the  Council  make 
a  grant  of  £25. 

Other  welfare  needs  of  such  persons  have  been  largely  mitigated 
by  the  use  of  hearing  aids,  and  where  there  is  no  additional  disability 
the  Social  Club  appears  to  satisfy  the  need. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  &  1951 

REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  NEEDING  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

Out  of  the  many  requests  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  persons 
needing  care  and  attention  during  1957,  34  (11  males,  23  females) 
presented  special  difficulties  owing  to  the  illness,  extreme  helpless¬ 
ness  or  the  lack  of  co-operation  of  the  individual  for  whom  help 
was  sought.  Many  cases  called  for  very  great  tact  and  patience  on 
the  part  of  social  workers  to  overcome  resistance  or  inertia  in  order 
to  better  the  conditions  in  which  these  sick  or  elderly  people  were 
living. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  hospital  authorities  and  general 
practitioners  10  were  admitted  voluntarily  to  hospital  and  2  to  a 
residential  home.  Most  of  the  others  were  assisted  in  various  ways, 
usually  by  the  provision  of  a  Home  Help  but  in  2  cases  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  make  any  satisfactory  voluntary  arrangement  and 
application  was  made  to  the  Magistrates  Court  for  authority  to 
move  the  person  concerned  to  a  hospital. 

Action  was  taken  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts  1948 
and  1951,  and  the  circumstances  were  as  follows: 

A  spinster  living  alone  had  suffered  all  her  life  from  a  chronic 
progressive  nervous  disease.  Her  increasing  mental  and  physical 
disability  led  to  self-neglect.  A  Home  Help  was  provided  which 
enabled  the  patient  to  pass  a  few  more  months  in  her  own  home 
but  eventually  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  an  Order  for  removal 
to  hospital  for  a  period  of  three  weeks.  The  patient  died  two 
weeks  after  admission  to  hospital. 

A  widow  aged  88  living  alone  and  with  no  known  relatives 
became  eventually  so  feeble  that  all  the  efforts  of  the  Home  Help 
and  District  Nurse  were  insufficient  to  keep  her  adequately 
nourished  and  clean.  An  Order  was  obtained  for  admission  to 
hospital  for  three  weeks  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  seek 
an  extension  as  the  patient  appreciates  the  extra  comfort  and 
care  available  in  hospital  and  is  remaining  voluntarily. 
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Ambulance  Service 


Use  of  the 
Service. 


Ambulance  Officer:  Mr.  R.  Sampson 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Plymouth  patients 
transported  showed  a  decrease  of  2,029  and  a  saving 
of  14,675  miles.  This  decrease  was  in  respect  of  both  in-patient 
admissions  and  discharges  and  out-patients.  A  less  number  of 
patients  is  being  carried  on  behalf  of  Devon  and  Cornwall  County 
Councils  as  a  result  of  re-arrangement  so  that  greater  use  is  made 
of  returning  county  ambulances. 


Year 

In-Patient  Admissions 
and  Discharges 

Out-patients 

1953 

14,495 

35,915 

1954 

15,458 

38,189 

1955 

16,001 

40,009 

1956 

17,408 

43,290 

1957 

16,173 

42,604 

Table  Showing  Average  Miles  per  Patient 

1949  ...  6.305 

1950  ...  4.805 

1957  ...  3.405 


Road  Journeys 

Plymouth 

Devon 

Cornwall 

Total 

(a)  Ordinary  Removals 

58,777 

479 

67 

59,323 

Mileage 

199,876 

14,779 

3,298 

217,953 

(b)  Accidents  and  Sudden 

Illnesses 

3,046 

4 

- — - 

3,050 

Mileage 

13,629 

27 

• — 

13,656 

(c)  Other. Calls 

1,131 

— 

— 

1,131 

Mileage 

5,265 

— 

• — 

5,265 

Total  Mileage 

218,770 

14,806 

3,296 

236,874 

Plymouth 

Devon 

Cornwall 

Total 

198 

1 

5 

204 
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Vehicles.  The  strength  of  the  fleet  remains  unchanged, 

namely  13  ambulances,  4  dual-purpose  vehicles 
and  2  sitting  case  cars.  Towards  the  end  of  1956  a  trial  was  made 
of  a  diesel-fueled  ambulance  and  so  successful  was  this  in  economy 
that  two  petrol-driven  ambulances  were  converted  to  diesel  fuel 
burning. 

Staff*  The  numbers  of  whole-time  staff  remained  the 

same,  namely  8  officers  and  42  others.  Consider¬ 
able  help  was  given  to  the  service  by  the  Nursing  Divisions  of 
St.  John,  both  in  helping  to  man  ambulances  and  in  providing 
escorts  for  patients  travelling  by  train.  Many  of  these  train  journeys 
were  undertaken  at  very  short  notice. 

Voluntary  service  given  by  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  during 
the  year  consisted  in  a  total  of  Men  1,792  hours  and  Women  5,041 
hours,  and  this  represents  invaluable  service  to  the  ambulance 
stations. 


Civil  During  1957,  25  further  volunteers  qualified  in 

First  Aid.  The  peace-time  ambulance  service 
forms  the  nucleus  of  the  war-time  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  and 
Casualty  Collecting  Section.  One  officer  is  seconded  whole-time  to 
the  work  of  organising  and  training  the  Civil  Defence  Section.  This 
training  includes  courses  in  basic  rescue,  first  aid,  care  and  mainten¬ 
ance  of  vehicles  and  driving  instruction.  A  number  of  Civil  Defence 
Exercises  was  held  during  the  year  and  a  combined  team  of 
Ambulance  and  Casualty  Collecting  personnel  took  part  in  the 
South  West  Regional  Civil  Defence  Competition  at  Tavistock. 
There  are  now  9  qualified  instructors  in  the  section,  3  of  whom 
have  been  to  the  Home  Office  School  at  Falheld.  We  are,  however, 
very  short  of  male  volunteers  and  this  is  particularly  unfortunate 
as  the  work  of  casualty  collecting  is  not  a  suitable  task  for  women. 


121 


Plymouth  Port  Health  Authority 

Deputy  Port  Medical  Officer 
Dr.  G.  B.  Carter 

General  This  report  is  in  the  form  and  sequence  prescribed 

for  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Port 
Health  Authorities  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Form  Port  20, 
dated  October,  1952. 

Where  the  entry  “No  Change”  appears,,  this  indicates  that 
there  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  information  given  in  detail  in 
the  Report  for  1956. 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  during  the  year 
was  2,591,347,  as  compared  with  2,616,853  in  1956. 


Section  I  -  Staff 
Table  A 
No  Change 


Section  II 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  during  the  Year 

Table  B 


Ships 

from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having 
or  having  had 
during  the  voyage, 
infectious  disease 
on  board 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 

Public  ■ 
Health 
Inspector 

Foreign 

Ports 

781 

1,942,783 

147 

567 

15 

Coastwise 

983 

648,564 

— 

647 

— 

Total 

1,764 

2,591,347 

147 

1,214 

15 

Section  III 

Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  During  the  Year 

Table  C 

Traffic ^er  Number  of  passengers  inwards  ...  19,371 

Number  of  passengers  outwards  ...  1,554 


The  total  number  of  passengers  remaining  on  board  passenger¬ 
carrying  vessels  entering  the  Port  of  Plymouth  (exclusive  of  those 
shown  above  )was  41,772. 

Car£°  Principal  Imports  : 

Traffic  F 

Foreign: 

Fertilisers  from  Antwerp  and  Hamburg. 

Phosphates  from  Sfax,  Bona,  Antwerp  and  Rouen. 

Potash  from  Hamburg,  Antwerp,  Bremen  and  Wismar. 

Basic  Slag  from  Rouen  and  Dunkirk. 

Onions  from  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam. 

Fresh  Fruit  from  Holland  and  France. 

Preserved  meat  from  Holland. 

General  foodstuffs  from  Holland. 

Timber  from  Vancouver,  Gothenburg,  Kotka  and  Kemi. 

Grain  from  Vancouver,  Antwerp,  Rouen  and  Rotterdam. 
Oyster  shells  from  Frederikssund. 

Fuel  oil  from  Curacao  and  Trinidad. 

Coal  from  Rouen,  Dunkirk,  Rotterdam  and  Antwerp. 

Coastal: 

Basic  slag  from  Grimsby. 

Coal  from  South  Wales  and  North-East  Ports. 

Vaporising  oil,  Gas  oil,  Petrol,  Kerosene  and  Paraffin  from 
Fawley,  Hamble  and  Swansea. 

Motor  oil  and  Fuel  oil  from  Hamble,  Avonmouth,  Thameshaven, 
and  Fawley. 

Fertilisers  and  Phosphates  from  Middlesbrough,  London  and 
Immingham. 

Cement  and  Asphalt  from  London. 

Grain  from  Avonmouth,  Newport  (I.  o.  W.)  and  Cardiff. 
Potatoes  from  Belfast,  Londonderry,  Kilkeel  and  Dundrum. 
Fish  from  Deep  Sea  fishing  grounds. 

Margarine,  cooking  fats,  syrup,  tinned  fruit,  flour,  biscuits, 
tinned  vegetables,  sugar  and  cheese  from  Liverpool. 

Principal  Exports: 

China  Clay  and  Granite  chippings. 
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Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive: 


Asia  and 

Australasia 

Europe 

America 

Africa 

Hong  Kong 

Amsterdam 

Buenos  Aires 

Beira 

Rangoon 

Antwerp 

Curacao 

Cape  Town 

Wellington 

Bayonne 

Kingston  (Ja.) 

Casablanca 

(N.Z.) 

Bergen 

New  York 

Sfax 

Brisbane 

Bremen 

Philadelphia 

Takoradi 

Abadan 

Brest 

Valparaiso 

Bombay 

Calais 

Delfzyl 

Gibraltar 

Gothenburg 

Kotka 

Kiel 

Le  Havre 

Rotterdam 

Rouen 

St.  Malo 
Gdansk 

Section  IV 
Inland  Barge  Trafic 
There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  at  the  Port. 

Section  V 
Water  Supply 
No  Change 

Section  VI 

Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952 

No  Change 

Section  VII 
Smallpox 

(1)  Isolation  Hospitals  available. 

The  first  case  or  cases  would  be  admitted  to  the  Smallpox 
Hospital,  Liskeard,  Cornwall  (Telephone:  Liskeard  2385)  staffed 
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from  the  Scott  Isolation  Hospital,  Beacon  Park  Road,  Plymouth 
(Telephone:  Plymouth  64311  and  61437.  Physician-Superin¬ 
tendent:  Dr.  D.  F.  Johnstone). 

Should  it  appear  likely  that  more  extensive  accommodation 
would  be  required,  arrangements  would  be  made  for  the  Lee  Mill 
Smallpox  Hospital,  at  present  used  for  convalescent  orthopaedic 
cases,  to  be  re-opened  as  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  transport  of  cases  to  hospital. 

The  launch  Argus  of  the  Plymouth  Port  Health  Authority 
based  at  Millbay  Docks,  Plymouth  (Telephone:  Plymouth 
62821,  Ext.  245  by  day,  and  Plymouth  61441  at  night  and 
week-ends)  is  available  to  transport  cases  from  ship  to  shore. 

Ambulances  of  the  Plymouth  City  Council’s  Ambulance 
Service  (Telephone:  Plymouth  64101)  are  available  to  transport 
cases  to  hospital. 

(3)  Smallpox  Consultants. 

Plymouth  and  Cornwall:  Dr.  D.  F.  Johnstone,  Scott  Isolation 

Hospital,  Beacon  Park  Road, 
Plymouth.  Telephone:  Plymouth 
64311,  61437  and  63358. 

Devon  and  Cornwall :  Dr.  W.  A.  Lister,  7  The  Crescent, 

Plymouth.  Telephone:  Plymouth 
65701  and  Plymouth  51040. 

(4)  Facilities  for  the  Laboratory  Diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

Materials  for  the  collection  of  specimens  from  suspected 
cases  are  always  available  at  the  Port  Health  Office,  Plymouth. 

Specimens  would  be  forwarded  to  the  Virus  Reference 
Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale 
Avenue,  London,  N.W.9. 


Section  VIII 
Venereal  Disease 

Location  of  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
disease,  and  days  and  hours  of  attendance. 

No  Change 
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During  the  year  67  British  and  17  Foreign  seamen  (Total  84) 
were  treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

The  Nationalities  were  as  follows: 


British  . . . 
South  African 
Dutch 
Spanish  . . . 
Canadian 


67  Danish  . . . 

3  Finnish  ... 

6  French  ... 

1  Maltese  . . . 

1  Turkish  ... 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Section  IX 

Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships 

Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

-  Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number 

of 

ships 

concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  foreign  ports 

Pulmonary- 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Chicken-pox 

4 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  which  have 

occurred  on  ships  from 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

foreign  ports,  but  have 

Measles  ... 

5 

— 

3 

been  disposed  of  before 

Chicken-pox 

6 

— 

4 

arrival 

Mumps  ... 

— 

2 

1 

Cases  landed  from  other 

ships 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Section  X 

Observation  on  the  Occurrence  of  Malaria  in  Ships 

There  were  no  cases  of  malaria  brought  to  notice  in  ships 
arriving  at  Plymouth  during  the  year. 


Section  XI 

Measures  Taken  Against  Ships  Infected  with 
or  Suspected  for  Plague 

No  plague  infected  or  suspected  ships  entered  the  Port  during 
the  year. 
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Section  XII 


Measures  Against  Rodents  in  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 

(1)  All  ships  arriving  at  the  various  wharves  are  boarded  by 
the  Port  Health  Inspector  and  Rodent  Operator.  Enquiries  are 
made  of  the  officers  and  crew  as  to  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 
Foremen  Stevedores  are  also  questioned  as  to  the  presence  of  rats. 
Where  rat  infestation  is  found,  trapping  or  poisoning  is  carried  out 
by  the  Rodent  Operator. 

(2)  All  rats  caught  are  destroyed,  and  specimens  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  Greenbank,  Plymouth. 

(3)  Deratting  of  ships  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  with  hydro¬ 
cyanic  acid  gas.  These  fumigations  are  carried  out  by  private  firms 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

The  names  of  Commercial  Contractors  who  have  carried  out 
the  fumigation  of  vessels  at  this  Port  are : 

1.  Fumigation  Services  Ltd.,  Barking,  Essex. 

2.  London  Fumigation  Co.,  London,  E.C.3. 

Small  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority’s 
Rodent  Operator,  using  “Warfarin”. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  rat-proofing  principles  have  been 
adopted  in  the  construction  of  new  vessels. 

Table  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Nil 

Rodents  destroyed  in  docks,  quays,  wharves  and  warehouses. 


Category 

Number 

Black  rats  ... 

36 

Brown  rats  ... 

91 

Sent  for  examination 

3 

Infected  with  Plague 

•  •  • 

Number  of  mice  destroyed  by  poisoning 

•  •  •  •  •  • 
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TABLE  F 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certifi¬ 
cates  Issued  during  the  Year  for  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

Number 

After  fumigation  with 

of 

Total 

After 

After 

Total 

Deratting 

Certifi- 

HCN 

Other  fumigant 

trapping 

poison- 

Exemption 

cates 

{state  method) 

ing 

Certificates 

issued 

“ 

issued 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

24 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
(Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951 

No  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  to  coastal  vessels 
during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  vessels  entering  the  Port,  carried  a  Deratting 
Exemption  Certificate. 


Section  XIII 

Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances 
Table  G 

Inspections  and  Notices 


Nature  and  Number 
of  Inspections 

Notices  served 

Result  of  serving 
Notices 

Statutory  Other 

Notices  Notices 

Complied  with 

1,214  vessels 

—  9 

8 

Section  XIV 

Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948 

No  Change 
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Section  XV 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens 
Paragraphs  (1),  (2)  and  (3)  -  No  Change. 

Paragraphs  (4)  -  During  the  year,  the  number  of  incoming  aliens 

was  10,029.  The  number  of  outgoing  aliens  was  447 
Paragraph  (5)  -  No  Change  ' 

Reports  and  certificates  for  aliens  medically  examined. 


Nature  of  Report  or  Certificate 

Total  number 
of  reports 
and 

certificates 

issued 

A  liens 

not 

permitted 

to 

land 

A 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective 

— 

B  (1) 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

— 

— 

B  (2) 

Inability  to  support  ... 

1 

— 

Uikely  to  require  medical  treatment 

1 

— 

C 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

- - 

— 

Section  XVI 
Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died 
on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

No  Change 


Food  .  During  the  year  353  vessels  were  dealt  with  under 

Inspection  the  public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 

1937  and  1948. 

There  were  242  from  foreign  ports,  and  111  coastwise. 

No  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk) 
Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in 
Food)  Regulations,  1925-1948. 
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The  following  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Greenbank,  Plymouth,  for  examination : 


Nature  of 
Specimen 

From 

Exa.mined 

for 

Result 

2  Black 

Rats 

Clyde  Warehouse, 

Millbay  Docks  ... 

Plague 

No  evidence  of 
Plague 
infection 

1  Black 

Rat 

Coast  Lines  Ltd., 

Victoria  Wharves 

Plague 

No  evidence  of 
Plague 
infection 

Oysters 

Mr.  Kingcome, 

Yealm  Oyster  Fisheries 

B.  Coli 

No  faecal  coli 
isolated 

Sea  Water 

- - — . — . — 

Ernesettle  Point  ... 

Holes  Hole 

Bathing  Place  South  of 
Saltash  Passage 

Mouth  of  River  Lynher  ... 
Off  Warren  Point  ... 

Pentillie  Quay 

Calstock 

Coliform 

5,500 

550 

35,000 

900 

1,700 

550 

1,600 

Faecal  coli 
3,500 

170 

17,000 

350 

1,600 

550 

900 

Coliform  =  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  -  (MacConkey, 

2  days  37°C),  per  100  c.cs.  of  sea  water. 

Faecal  coli  =  Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  per  100  c.cs.  of  sea  water. 


Infectious 

Diseases 


No  major  infectious  disease  occurred  within  the 
area  of  the  Authority  during  1957. 


Cases  Landed  g  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  landed  and 
at  the  Port  .  . 

admitted  to  hospital  and  22  cases  of  non-mfectious 

disease  or  injury  of  whom  20  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
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School  Health  Service 


Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer 


Children  in  five  age  groups  in  the  ordinary  schools  and  all 
children  in  the  day  special  schools  were  medically  inspected  during 
the  year.  The  total  numbers  inspected  were  less  however  than 
in  the  two  previous  years. 

The  physical  condition  of  almost  all  the  children  inspected  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  only  27  children  (0.25%)  were  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory  and  followed-up  regarding  home  conditions,  diet 
at  home,  and  milk  and  meals  at  school. 

The  percentage  of  children  found  requiring  treatment  for  all 
defects  except  defective  vision  was  rather  less  than  in  the  two 
previous  years,  and  the  percentage  requiring  treatment  for  defective 
vision  rather  more,  while  the  total  number  of  defects  requiring 
treatment  or  observation  per  1,000  children  inspected  was  about 
the  same.  Of  the  defects  requiring  treatment  70%  were  found  to  be 
not  under  treatment  at  the  time  of  medical  inspection.  Some  of 
these  defects  had  been  noted  to  be  under  treatment  at  previous 
inspections  but  were  not  being  treated  when  the  children  were  seen 
again  and  this  was  particularly  so  in  cases  of  defective  vision  and 
squint. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  defective  hearing  during  the  year. 
All  children  inspected  at  the  periodic  medical  inspections  were  given 
a  whisper  test  and  their  ears  examined  with  an  electric  auriscope  and 
those  found  to  have  defective  hearing  or  ear  defects  referred  for 
further  investigation.  An  audiology  clinic  with  special  equipment 
was  set  up  at  the  Central  School  Clinic  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
for  the  further  investigation  of  cases  of  defective  hearing  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers  and  arrangements  were  made  at  the  same 
time  with  the  Consultant  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeons  of  the 
Plymouth  Hospital  Group  for  a  special  hospital  clinic  to  which 
deaf  children  could  be  specially  referred  for  further  advice.  More 
children  than  in  the  two  previous  years  were  found  to  require  special 
educational  treatment  in  special  schools  as  deaf  or  partially  deaf 
children. 
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After  no  improvement  in  cleanliness  during  the  previous  two 
years  there  was  a  slight  improvement  in  1957  and  2.2%  of  the  child¬ 
ren  on  the  registers  of  the  Authority’s  schools  were  found  to  be 
verminous  in  some  degree  during  the  year,  the  improvement  being 
mainly  in  children  attending  the  day  special  schools. 

Rather  less  children  were  treated  for  miscellaneous  minor 
ailments  than  in  1956  but  the  number  was  about  the  same  as  in  1955. 
The  number  of  children  given  Ultra  Violet  Light  treatment  was  less 
however  than  in  the  two  previous  years  and  has  declined  continu¬ 
ously  for  several  years. 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  the  percentage  of  children 
accepting  B.C.G.  vaccination,  the  numbers  vaccinated  having 
increased  each  year  since  it  was  commenced,  with  a  decline  in  the 
numbers  found  positive  on  preliminary  skin  testing  and  not  requiring 
vaccination.  In  contrast,  the  numbers  accepting  diphtheria  im¬ 
munisation  and  particularly  the  numbers  accepting  reinforcing 
doses  continued  to  decline. 

The  numbers  of  reports  sent  to  family  doctors  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers,  on  children  found  to  have  defects  at  the  time  of 
their  final  periodic  medical  inspection  before  leaving  school,  showed 
a  considerable  increase  and  a  report  was  sent  for  just  over  a  third 
of  these  children  during  the  year,  the  reports  including,  in  addition 
to  information  about  defects,  advice  given  about  employment  after 
leaving  school,  information  on  special  educational  treatment  given 
and  details  of  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

All  schools  were  visited  by  the  dental  officers  once  during  the 
year  and  all  children  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  their  visits 
inspected.  Rather  less  were  found  to  require  dental  treatment  and 
rather  more  to  have  been  treated  by  private  dentists.  One  evening 
treatment  session  a  week  during  term  time  was  held  at  two  of  the 
dental  clinics  and  proved  to  fill  a  need. 

The  national  outbreak  of  influenza  reached  the  City  at  the 
end  of  September,  1957,  and  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  October 
a  third  of  the  children  on  the  registers  of  the  Authority’s  schools 
were  reported  absent  from  school  on  this  account,  most  of  those 
affected  being  absent  for  two  weeks. 

No  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  new  Open-Air  School  at  Derriford,  difficulties  having  been 
found  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  the  essential  services  at  the  site. 
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An  alternate  site  or  a  new  school  on  the  present  site  at  Efford  are 
being  considered.  There  also  was  no  progress  regarding  the  provision 
of  the  new  combined  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Health  Service  Clinic  at  Stonehouse. 


The  numbers  of  staff  employed  on  School  Health 


Service  duties  at  the  end  of  the 
whole-time  officers,  with  the  figures  for  1956 

:  year,  in  terms  of 
and  1955,  are  as 

follows : — 

Medical  Staff 

1.  Medical  Officers 

1957 

3.95 

1956  1955 

3.94  3.65 

2. 

School  Nurses 

9.78 

10.00  10.00 

3. 

Nursing  Assistants  ... 

1.00 

1.36  1.00 

4. 

Speech  Therapists 

1.13 

1.04  1.17 

5. 

Dental  Staff 

Dental  Officers 

4.54 

4.58  4.62 

6. 

Dental  Attendants  ... 

4.54 

4.91  4.91 

7. 

Child  Guidance  Staff 
Psychiatrists  ... 

0.59 

0.68  0.69 

8. 

Educational  Psychologists  ... 

0.50 

0.50  0.50 

9. 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers 

1.00 

2.00  2.00 

1. 

Changes  in  whole-time  staff 

Resignations : 

Mrs.  J.  King,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  . 

6th  April,  1957 

2. 

Miss  M.  Wilcocks,  Speech  Therapist 

.  .  ... 

6th  April,  1957 

3. 

Miss  P.  M.  De  St.  Croix,  School  Nurse 

>  .  ... 

4th  May,  1957 

4. 

Miss  D.  Baker,  School  Nurse 

,  .  ... 

11th  May,  1957 

5. 

Miss  N.  M.  Johnstone,  Dental  Attendant 

1st  September,  1957 

1. 

Appointments : 

Miss  J.  M.  Dixon,  s.r.n.,  School  Nurse 

25th  June,  1957 

2. 

Mrs.  K.M.  Atkinson,  s.r.n.,  School  Nurse 

... 

25th  June,  1957 

3. 

Miss  M.  A.  Willacy,  l.c.s.t.,  Speech  Therapist  ... 

6th  September,  1957 

4.  Miss  S.  D.  Martin,  Dental  Attendant  ...  ...  23rd  September,  1957 

5.  Dr.  D.  M.  Howells,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Medical  Officer  1 1th  November,  1957 

It  was  found  impossible  during  the  year  to  obtain  a  Psychiatric 
Social  Worker  to  replace  Mrs.  King,  who  left  to  take  a  similar 
appointment  in  Australia,  in  spite  of  repeated  advertisements.  Up 
to  the  time  of  writing  this  report  only  one  application  had  been 
received  and  the  applicant  unfortunately  was  found  unfit  for 
appointment  on  medical  grounds. 

It  was  also  found  impossible  to  obtain  a  whole-time  Speech 
Therapist  to  replace  Miss  Wilcocks,  who  left  to  take  an  appointment 
in  New  Zealand,  until  September,  when  Miss  Willacy,  who  had 
recently  qualified,  was  appointed. 

Dr.  Howells  was  appointed  as  whole-time  Medical  Officer,  to 
fill  a  vacancy  which  had  existed  for  several  years,  during  which  time 
part-time  medical  officers  had  been  employed. 
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Medical 

Inspection 


The  various  figures  relating  to  medical  inspection 
are  given  in  Tables  1a,  1b,  lc,  Id,  3a  and  3b,  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 


Table  1a — Number  of  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1 .  Entrants 

2,457 

Entrants 

3,190 

3,731 

2,  7-8  (1949)  age  group... 

2,856 

7-8  age  group  ... 

2,999 

3,471 

•3.  9-10  (1947)  age  group 

102 

9-10  age  group... 

3,461 

4,436 

4.  12-13  (1945)  age  group 

2,303 

12-13  age  group 

4,046 

2,566 

5.  14-15  (1943)  age  group 

2,582 

14-15  age  group 

3,134 

2,168 

6.  Children  at 

Children  at 

Special  Schools 

317 

Special  Schools 

317 

314 

7.  Totals 

10,617 

17,147 

16,686 

The  considerable  decrease  in  the  numbers  examined  in  1957  was 
due  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  programme  for  medical  inspections. 
This  became  necessary  because  the  previous  arrangements,  under 
which  children  at  ordinary  schools  were  examined  as  Entrants  and 
thereafter  between  certain  ages,  viz.  7-8  years,  9-10  years,  12-13 
years  and  14-15  years,  had  proved  unsatisfactory  as  a  considerable 
number  of  children  were  found  to  have  been  examined  in  successive 
years  and  some  had  received  no  examination  for  several  years.  It 
was  decided  therefore  that  children  should  be  examined  as  Entrants 
and  thereafter  according  to  their  years  of  birth,  and  during  1957, 
in  addition  to  Entrants,  children  born  in  1949  (7-8  years),  1947 
(9-10  years),  1945  (12-13  years)  and  1943  (14-15  years)  were 
examined,  unless  they  had  been  examined  during  1956.  As  most  of 
the  children  born  in  1947  and  some  of  those  born  in  1945  and  1943 
had  been  examined  in  1956  considerably  less  children  were  examined 
in  1957. 


Table  1b — Number  of 

Other  Medical 

Inspections 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1.  Special  inspections 

4,112 

6,350 

6,220 

2.  Re-inspections 

4,314 

2,622 

2,251 

3.  Totals 

8,426 

8,972 

8,471 

While  the  total  of  other  medical  inspections  was  similar  to  the 
two  preceding  years,  less  children  were  seen  as  new  cases  during  the 
year  but  more  re-examined  as  old  cases. 
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Number  of  Other  Medical  Inspections,  1957 


Ordinary  cases  at  school  clinics  and 
ascertainment  examinations  for  handi- 

Special 
Inspections 
{New  cases) 

Re-inspections 
{Old  cases) 

capped  children,  except  E.S.N. 

2,840 

2,669 

For  fitness  for  employment 

388 

— 

For  fitness  for  swimming  instruction  ... 
For  fitness  for  entry  to  Training  Colleges 

432 

— 

for  Teachers 

For  ascertainment  as  Educationally  Sub- 

98 

— 

normal  ... 

195 

501 

At  the  Day  Open  Air  School 

— 

453 

At  Children’s  Homes 

159 

691 

Totals  ... 

4,112 

4,314 

Swimmers.  The  arrangements  for  the  referral  of  children  to  the 
School  Medical  Officers  for  fitness  for  swimming  instruction  were 
revised  during  the  year  in  co-operation  with  the  Director  of 
Education. 

On  the  consent  forms  parents  were  informed  of  various  defects 
and  diseases  which  might  make  it  unwise  for  their  children  to  swim 
and  requested  to  inform  their  children’s  Head  Teachers  in  all  such 
cases  and  in  any  case  if  they  had  any  doubts  at  all  about  their 
children’s  fitness. 

The  Head  Teachers  were  requested  to  submit  lists  of  all  children 
wishing  to  take  part  in  swimming  instruction,  as  in  previous  years, 
but  to  note  against  children’s  names  any  information  received  from 
the  parents  on  the  consent  forms  regarding  their  children’s  fitness 
and  also  to  indicate  on  their  lists  any  other  children  about  whom 
they  themselves  had  any  doubts. 

All  children  about  whom  any  doubts  were  raised  were  referred 
for  examination  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  before  being  allowed 
to  swim  and  the  remainder  of  the  children  on  the  Head  Teacher’s 
lists  were  inspected  by  the  School  Nurses,  who  also  referred  any  of 
these  children  they  considered  might  be  unfit  to  the  School  Medical 
Officers. 

The  revised  arrangements  resulted  in  considerably  less  children 
being  referred  to  the  School  Medical  Officers  for  examination  and  in 
time  being  saved  by  the  clerical  staff. 
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The  relative  figures  for  1957  and  1956  are  as  follows: — 


Fitness  for  Swimming 

Instruction 

1957 

1956 

1.  Number  of  children  on  lists  submitted 
by  Head  Teachers 

5,707 

5,840 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  the 
School  Medical  Officers 

432 

1,447 

3.  Number  of  children  1957  1956 

found  unfit:  Permanently  Temporarily  Permanently  Temporarily 


A.  Ear  defects 

11 

5 

18 

o 

B.  Epilepsy 

3 

- — 

5 

— 

C.  Chest  disease  ... 

2 

■ — 

3 

— 

D.  Skin  disease  ... 

1 

5 

2 

6 

E.  Plantar  Warts 

— 

63 

— 

55 

F.  Nephritis 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

17 

73 

29 

63 

Employment.  There  was  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
special  medical  examinations  for  fitness  for  employment  outside 
school  hours,  compared  with  1956. 

Fitness  for  Employment  Outside  School  Hours 

Number  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers 


1957  1956 

1.  Newspaper  Delivery  ...  328  boys  249  boys 

31  girls  18  girls 

2.  Dancing  Troupe  (pantomime)  19  girls  15  girls 

Totals  ...  388  282 


Table  lc — Number  of  Children  found  to  Require  Treatment. 

The  total  percentage  of  children  found  at  the  periodic  medical 
inspections  to-  require  treatment  was  slightly  less  than  in  1956  and 
approximately  the  same  as  in  1955.  The  percentage  of  children 
found  requiring  treatment  for  defective  vision  was  higher  than  in 
either  1956  or  1955  while  the  percentage  for  all  other  defects  was 
lower. 

Percentage  of  Children  Requiring  Treatment 


1957  ... 

For  defective  vision 

8.6 

For  all  other  defects 

16.1 

*Total 

Individual 

Children 

22.7 

1956  ... 

... 

7.6 

18.9 

24.6 

1955  ... 

... 

6.9 

17.2 

22.6 

*  This  total  is  not  the  sum  of  the  two  other  columns  as  no  child  is  counted 
more  than  once  in  the  total. 
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Table  Id — Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition  of  the 

Children. 

For  the  first  time  for  several  years  the  percentage  of  children 
found  at  the  periodic  medical  inspections  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory 
physical  condition  showed  a  slight  increase.  The  following  are  the 
figures  for  1 957  and  the  two  preceding  years — 

Percentage  of  children  found 
in  an  unsatisfactory 
physical  condition 

1957  0.25 

1956  .  0.20 

1955  0.40 

The  physical  condition  of  the  children  in  general  did  not  appear 
to  be  any  less  satisfactory  than  in  1956  and  the  reason  for  the 
increase  seems  to  be  that  the  two  part-time  medical  officers  who 
inspected  only  a  small  number  of  the  children  had  a  different 
standard  from  the  whole-time  medical  officers.  The  following  are  the 
relevant  figures: — 

Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition  of  the  Children,  1957 


Number 

Number 

Percentage 

°f 

found 

found 

children 

unsatis- 

unsatis- 

inspected 

factory 

factory 

Medical  Officer  1 

2,451 

1 

0.04 

Medical  Officer  2 

3,074 

5 

0.13 

Medical  Officer  3 

2,488 

10 

0.40 

Medical  Officer  4 

1,952 

0 

0.00 

Medical  Officer  5  (part-time) 

452 

7 

1.55 

Medical  Officer  6  (part-time) 

200 

4 

2.00 

Totals  ...  10,617 

27 

0.25 

Table  3a — Number  of 

Defects  found 

at  Periodic 

Medical 

Inspections. 


The  number  of  defects  found  requiring  treatment  per  1,000 
children  medically  inspected  at  the  periodic  medical  inspections  was 
lower  than  in  1956  and  1955  and  the  number  requiring  observation 
higher.  The  totals  of  the  defects  were  similar  to  the  two  preceding 
years. 

Number  of  Defects  per  1,000  Children  Inspected 


Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

Total 

1957 

256 

275 

531 

1956 

282 

254 

536 

1955 

261 

264 

525 

137 


The  following  are  the  numbers  of  defects  found  requiring 
treatment  per  1 ,000  children  in  each  age  group  inspected  during  the 
year  and  in  1956  and  1955. 

Number  of  Defects  Requiring  Treatment  per  1,000  Children 

in  each  Age  Group 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1 .  Entrants 

209 

277 

230 

2.  7-8  age  group 

250 

278 

242 

3.  9-10  age  group 

176 

252 

262 

4.  12-13  age  group 

299 

313 

335 

5.  14-15  age  group 

279 

289 

245 

6.  Pupils  at  Special  Schools  ... 

•  •• 

517 

246 

286 

7.  Totals  for  All  Groups 

256 

282 

261 

The  larger  number  of  defects  requiring  treatment  in  the  7-8  age 
group  over  the  number  in  the  entrant  group  in  1957  is  due  mainly 
to  the  increased  number  of  defects  of  vision  found  requiring  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  7-8  age  group.  The  increase  in  the  12-13,  14-15  and 
special  school  groups  over  the  entrant  group  similarly  is  due  to  the 
increased  number  of  defects  of  vision  and  also  to  the  increased 
number  of  postural  orthopaedic  defects,  such  as  poor  spinal  posture, 
flat  feet,  etc. 

Of  the  defects  found  requiring  treatment  during  the  year  70% 
were  found  not  to  be  under  treatment  at  the  time  of  medical  inspec¬ 
tion,  compared  with  79.4%  in  1956.  Table  3a  includes  all  defects 
requiring  treatment  at  each  age  but  does  not  distinguish  between 
defects  newly  found  requiring  treatment  and  defects  noted  pre¬ 
viously  and  still  requiring  treatment,  and  in  many  cases  it  was 
found  that  defects  had  been  noted  previously  as  requiring  treatment 
and  treatment  had  been  obtained  at  the  time  but  had  not  been 
continued.  This  was  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  defective  vision 
and  squint,  where  it  was  found  that  children  had  been  prescribed 
glasses  and  obtained  them  but  when  examined  subsequently  were 
found  to  have  lost  their  glasses,  broken  them  or  failed  to  attend 
again  as  requested  at  Eye  Infirmary. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  in  1958  to  record  defects  requiring 
treatment  at  the  various  ages  as  newly  ascertained  or  as  old  defects, 
so  as  to  ascertain  what  new  defects  requiring  treatment  are  found  at 
the  various  ages. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  each  defect  found 
requiring  treatment,  with  the  numbers  not  under  treatment  for  each 
age  group  inspected  during  the  year  but  does  not  distinguish  between 
new  defects  and  defects  found  previously. 
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Number  of  Defects  Found  Requiring  Treatment, 
with  Number  NOT  Under  Treatment,  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections  1957 


Defect  or  Disease 

En 

5-6 

trants 

years 

7-8 

Age  Group 

9-10 

Age  Group 

i 

12-13 
Age  Group 

14-15 

Age  Group 

Pupils  at 
Special 
Schools 

Totals 

Skin 

15  R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

R.T. 

NOT 

U.T. 

41 

29 

63 

48 

— 

— 

77 

64 

83 

68 

9 

7 

273 

216 

Eyes— 

(a)  Vision 

( b )  Squint 

(c)  Other 

84 

63 

15 

69 

47 

13 

184 

65 

36 

149 

50 

30 

9 

1 

6 

260 

39 

23 

133 

8 

20 

342 

37 

16 

69 

9 

12 

36 

11 

1 

2 

1 

1 

915 

216 

91 

428 

115 

76 

Ears — - 

(a)  Hearing  ... 

( b )  Otitis  M 

(c)  Other 

4 

■  'l 

4 

9 

9 

10 

7 

24 

9 

7 

20 

2 

2 

3 

19 

10 

3 

19 

10 

9 

20 

14 

8 

20 

14 

11 

3 

6 

1 

3 

4 

37 

60 

65 

25 

58 

59 

Nose  and  Throat 

118 

110 

81 

76 

— 

— 

32 

28 

11 

10 

3 

2 

245 

226 

Speech 

22 

18 

17 

16 

— * 

— 

2 

1 

2 

2 

9 

6 

52 

43 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Heart  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Lungs  . 

28 

21 

32 

17 

— 

— 

24 

17 

17 

13 

1 

— 

102 

68 

Developmental — 

{a)  Hernia  ... 

(6)  Other 

8 

4 

8 

4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

12 

3 

3 

— 

— 

16 

24 

15 

14 

Orthopaedic- 

la)  Posture  ... 

( b )  Feet 

(c)  Other 

5 

28 

32 

3 

22 

22 

39 

48 

33 

39 

46 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

83 

36 

35 

80 

29 

28 

60 

33 

20 

59 

32 

14 

2 

57 

2 

56 

188 

148 

178 

182 

127 

148 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

( b )  Other  ...  ... 

7 

5 

10 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

11 

1 

7 

1 

37 

4 

25 

3 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

(b)  Stability 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

7 

_ 

— 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

16 

3 

15 

Other 

30 

25 

47 

38 

1 

1 

29 

27 

32 

32 

2 

1 

141 

124 

Totals 

514 

422 

715 

596 

18 

13 

688 

477 

721 

372 

164 

95 

2,S20 

1,975 

Percentage  of  defects  NOT 
_  under  treatment 

82.1 

83.3 

72.2  1 

70. 

7 

51. 

5 

57. 

9 

70 

.0 

R.T.  Requiring  tieatment.  NOT  U.T.- — Not  under  treatment. 
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Defective  Hearing.  Special  attention  was  paid  throughout  the 
year  to  hearing  acuity.  All  children  were  given  a  preliminary 
hearing  test  by  the  school  nurses,  immediately  before  their  periodic 
medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  using  the  forced 
whisper  test  at  20  feet  and  testing  each  ear  separately. 

Children  found  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  at  the  periodic 
medical  inspections  to  have  defective  hearing  were  referred  by  them 
to  Dr.  L.  N.  Trethowan,  School  Medical  Officer,  for  further  investiga¬ 
tion  and  an  audiometer  test  with  the  pure-tone  audiometer  at  the 
Central  Clinic,  as  were  all  children  with  speech  defects  before  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Speech  Therapist.  Dr.  Trethowan  referred  children  if 
necessary  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultants  for  further 
opinion  or  treatment  and  also  consulted  with  Mr.  Storer,  the  Head 
Teacher  of  the  Authority’s  Day  Special  School  for  Deaf  and  Parti¬ 
ally  Deaf  Children  in  certain  cases.  He  also  saw  children  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  Dr.  N.  Matheson,  the  Authority’s  Mental  Health 
Medical  Officer,  in  cases  where  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  whether  a 
child’s  educational  retardation  was  associated  with  defective 
hearing  in  addition  to  low  intelligence. 

The  number  of  defects  of  hearing  found  at  the  periodic  medical 
inspections  to  require  treatment  was  3.2  per  1,000  children  inspected 
and  the  number  found  to  require  observation  18.3  per  1,000  children 
inspected.  This  compares  with  the  Ministry  of  Education  figures  for 
all  children  inspected  at  periodic  inspections  in  1955,  the  latest 
figures  available,  of  3.1  per  1,000  requiring  treatment  and  7.5  per 
1,000  requiring  observation. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Plymouth  Hospital  Group  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultants  for  a 
Special  Clinic  to  be  held  by  them  at  the  South  Devon  &  East  Corn¬ 
wall  Hospital,  Greenbank,  Plymouth,  with  Dr.  H.  Jolly,  Consultant 
Paediatrician,  for  the  investigation  of  deaf  children,  and  for  Dr. 
Trethowan  and  Mr.  Storer  to  attend. 

At  the  same  time  arrangements  were  made  for  a  school  Health 
Service  Audiology  Clinic  at  the  Central  School  Clinic,  Rowe  Street, 
Plymouth  to  be  held  by  Dr.  Trethowan  and  Mr.  Storer,  to  which 
children  could  be  referred  for  further  testing  and  auditory  training, 
and  instruction  of  their  parents.  A  room  at  the  Central  School 
Clinic  was  prepared  acoustically  and  special  apparatus  obtained, 
including  a  sound  level  meter,  xylophone  pipes,  pitch  pipes,  bells, 
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drum,  toys  and  nursery  equipment,  as  recommended  by  the  Man¬ 
chester  University  Department  of  Education  of  the  Deaf. 

General  practitioners  were  notified  by  the  Hospital  Secretary 
about  the  hospital  clinic  and  asked  to  refer  deaf  children  to  it.  It 
is  intended  that  children  of  any  age  from  infancy  to  school  leaving 
age  who  are  deaf,  or  suspected  to  be  deaf,  should  be  referred  for 
investigation  to  the  hospital  clinic,  which  then  would  refer  children 
requiring  auditory  training  and  further  testing  to  the  School  Health 
Service  Clinics,  both  clinics  to  deal  with  children  from  the  hospital’s 
clinical  area,  which  comprises  the  City  of  Plymouth  and  adjacent 
areas  of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 


Otitis  Media.  All  children  were  examined  with  an  auriscope  at 
the  periodic  medical  inspections  and  enquiry  was  made  for  a  history 
of  otitis  media.  The  numbers  of  children  found  with  otitis  media, 
compared  with  the  previous  two  years,  are  as  follows : — 


1957 

1956 

1955 


Otitis  Media  Cases 


Percentage 

requiring 

treatment 


Percentage 

requiring 

observation 


0.55 

0.61 

0.66 


0.62 

0.75 

0.80 


Total 
percentage 
with  otitis 
media 

1.17 

1.36 

1.46 


The  detailed  figures  for  boys  and  girls  with  otitis  media  in 
the  various  age  groups,  their  social  class  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  classification  of  the  occupations  of  their  fathers,  and  the 
number  of  otitis  media  cases  with  defective  hearing  are  given  in  the 
following  tables: — 
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Cases  of  Otitis  Media,  1957 


Number  of 
children 
inspected 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Percentages 

. 

Total 

with 

Otitis 

Media 

Total 

percentage 

with 

Otitis 

Media 

R.T. 

R.O. 

R.T. 

R.O. 

R.T. 

R.O. 

R.T. 

R.O. 

.ntrants  to 

rimary 

chools 

2,457 

5 

11 

.  5' 

13 

10 

24 

0.40 

0.97 

34 

1.38 

-8 

age  group 

2,856 

1 

5 

6 

4 

7 

9 

0.24 

0.31 

16 

0.56 

-10 

age  group 

102 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

_ 

2-13 

age  group 

2,303 

15 

11 

6 

10 

21 

21 

0.91 

0.91 

42 

1.82 

4-15 

age  group 

2,582 

14 

6 

4 

4 

18 

10 

0.69 

0.38 

28 

1.08 

’upils  at 

pecial 

chools 

317 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0.94 

0.63 

5 

1.57 

Totals  ... 

10,617 

37 

34 

22 

32 

59 

66 

0.55 

0.62 

125 

1.17 

R.T.- — Requiring  treatment.  R.O. — Requiring  observation. 


Social  Class  of  Children  with  Otitis  Media,  1957 


Registrar 

General’s 

Social 

Class 

Number  of 
children 
with  otitis 
media  in 
each  class 

Boys  Girls  Total 

Percentage  of 
children  with 
otitis  media 
in  each 
class 

Registrar 
General’s 
Percentage  of 
each  Social 
Class  in  the 
City 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1.9 

3.4 

II 

1 

7 

8 

7.4 

8.5 

III 

46 

16 

62 

57.4 

62.2 

IV 

4 

4 

8 

7.4 

8.7 

V 

10 

18 

28 

25.9 

17.2 

Totals  ... 

62 

46 

108 

100 

100 

In  the  table  above,  108  out  of  the  125  children  with  otitis 
media  are  included.  The  remaining  17  could  not  be  classified  for 
various  reasons. 
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Cases  of  Otitis  Media  with  Defective  Hearing,  1957 


Defective 

Defective 

Total 

Total 

Percentage 

hearing 

hearing 

with 

with 

with 

requiring 

requiring 

defective 

Otitis 

defective 

treatment 

observation 

hearing 

Media 

hearing 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Entrants  to 

Primary 
Schools  . . . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

16 

18 

12.50 

5.55 

7-8 

age  group 
9-10 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

10 

16.66 

10.00 

age  group 
12-13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

age  group 
14-15 

3 

— 

2 

1 

5 

1 

26 

16  . 

19.23 

6.25 

age  group 
Pupils  at 

4 

1 

5 

3 

9 

4 

20 

8 

45.00 

50.00 

Special 
Schools  ... 

_ 

3 

2 

Totals 

10 

2 

7 

5 

17 

7 

71 

54 

23.94 

12.96 

Tonsillectomy.  As  in  1956  the  medical  officers  noted  on  the 
medical  record  cards  of  all  children  examined  at  periodic  medical 
inspections  those  who  had  undergone  tonsillectomy  at  any  time 
previously.  The  detailed  figures  for  each  age  group  for  1957  and  the 
comparable  total  percentages  for  1956  are  given  in  the  following 
table.  The  1957  totals,  while  over  double  those  of  1956,  are  less  than 
the  averages  for  1956  for  England  and  Wales. 


Children  Examined  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 
who  had  Undergone  Tonsillectomy  at  any  time  previously 


Number  of 

children 

Number  of  children  in 

spected 

inspected 

who  had  undergone 

1956 

1957 

tonsillectomy 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

0/ 

/o 

Girls 

0/ 

/o 

Total 

0/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants  to 

Primary 

Schools 

1,231 

1,226 

63 

5.1 

35 

2.85 

98 

3.98 

1.44 

7-8  age  group  ... 

1,421 

1,435 

164 

11.54 

121 

8.43 

285 

9.97 

4.16 

9-10  age  group 

51 

51 

13 

25.49 

9 

17.64 

22 

21.56 

5.80 

12-13  age  group 

1,127 

1,176 

196 

17.39 

162 

13.77 

358 

15.54 

7.78 

14-15  age  group 
Pupils  at  Special 

1,188 

1,394 

235 

19.78 

215 

15.42 

450 

17.42 

10.52 

Schools 

211 

106 

27 

12.79 

13 

12.26 

40 

12.6 

2.20 

Totals 

5,229 

5,388 

698 

13.34 

555 

10.3 

1,253 

11.8 

5.97 
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Attendance  of  parents  at  periodic  medical  inspections.  A  larger 
percentage  of  parents  attended  than  in  1956  for  the  inspection  of 
Entrants,  the  7-8  years  age  group  and  the  12-13  years  age  group, 
but  a  smaller  percentage  for  the  9-10  years  age  group  and  a  consider¬ 
ably  smaller  percentage  for  Leavers. 

Percentage  of  Parents  Present  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


1957 

1956 

1.  Entrants  ... 

84.2 

80.6 

2.  7-8  years . 

79.5 

78.3 

3.  9-10  years 

68.6 

73.1 

4.  12-13  years 

48.5 

45.8 

5.  Leavers  (14-15  years) 

23.7 

70.3 

6.  Pupils  at  Special  Schools 

31.2 

31.5 

Average  . . . 

58.7 

68.8 

There  appear  to  be  no  special  reasons  why  so  many  parents 
attended  at  the  inspection  of  Leavers  in  1956  and  the  figures  for 
1957  are  more  usual. 

Reports  to  family  doctors  on  children  with  defects  at  their  final 
medical  examination  before  leaving  school.  As  in  the  previous  two 
years  reports  were  sent  to  family  doctors  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  in  cases  where  Leavers  had  defects,  including  defective 
vision,  and  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  the  family  doctors  were 
known  to  have  been  aware  of  the  defects.  Reports  were  sent  for  a 
larger  percentage  of  leavers  than  in  1956  or  1955.  The  reports  in¬ 
cluded,  in  addition  to  information  about  defects,  advice  given  about 
employment,  information  on  special  educational  treatment  given 
and  details  of  B.C.G.  vaccination. 

Reports  to  Family  Doctors 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Percentage  of 

children 

reports 

children 

medically 

sent  to 

for  whom 

inspected 

family 

reports 

as  leavers 

doctors 

were  sent 

1957 

2,582 

939 

36.4 

1956 

3,134 

561 

17.9 

1955 

2,168 

23 

1.1 

Handicapped  The  total  number  of  children  newly  ascertained  as 
Children  ,  , 

handicapped  pupils  requiring  special  educational 

treatment  in  special  schools  was  approximately  the  same  as  in  the 

two  preceding  years  and  the  numbers  in  the  various  categories  are 

as  follows : — 
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Children  Newly  Ascertained 
as  Requiring  Education  in  Special  Schools 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1 .  Blind 

2 

1 

0 

2.  Partially  Sighted 

2 

0 

0 

3.  Deaf  . 

5 

1 

1 

4.  Partially  Deaf 

6 

1 

1 

5.  Delicate 

4 

22 

6 

6.  Physically  Handicapped  ... 

12 

21 

13 

7.  Educationally  Subnormal  ... 

60 

45 

74 

8.  Maladjusted 

9 

7 

1 

9.  Epileptic 

0 

3 

2 

Totals  ... 

100 

101 

98 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaf  and  partially 
deaf  children  ascertained  during  the  year  as  requiring  education  in 
special  schools  doubtless  is  a  result  of  the  increased  attention  which 
was  paid  to  defective  hearing. 

Rather  more  children  were  ascertained  as  requiring  special 
educational  treatment  as  educationally  subnormal  pupils  in  ordinary 
schools  than  in  1956  or  1955: — 

Children  Requiring  Special  Educational  Treatment  as 
Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils  in  Ordinary  Schools 

1957  ...  74 

1956  ...  69 

1955  ...  60 

The  number  of  children  ascertained  during  the  year  to  be  so 
physically  handicapped  as  to  be  unfit  to  attend  any  school,  tem¬ 
porarily  or  permanently,  and  to  require  tuition  at  heme  was 
approximately  the  same  as  in  the  two  preceding  years : — 

Children  Requiring  Home  Tuition 

1957  ...  12 

1956  ...  11 

1955  ...  13 

No  particular  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  provision  of 
special  educational  treatment  for  handicapped  pupils  in  special 
schools,  apart  from  the  provision  for  educationally  subnormal  pupils 
in  day  special  schools,  for  whom  places  for  80  pupils  were  required 
on  the  31st  January,  1958,  although  this  number  included  57  whose 
parents  had  not  so  far  consented  to  their  admission  to  such  a  school. 
At  the  same  date  3  physically  handicapped  pupils,  1  educationally 
subnormal  pupil  and  3  maladjusted  pupils  were  requiring  places  in 
boarding  special  schools. 
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The  numbers  of  handicapped  children  in  the  various  categories 
who  were  on  the  registers  of  special  schools  on  the  31st  January, 
1958,  with  numbers  for  the  same  date  in  1957  and  1956  are  as  follows : 


Numbers  of  Handicapped  Pupils  on  the  Registers  of  Special  Schools 


On  31st  January 
1958 

On  31st  January 
1957 

On  31st  January 
1956 

Day 

Board¬ 

ing 

Total 

Day 

Board¬ 

ing 

Total 

Day 

Board¬ 

ing 

Total 

1. 

Blind 

0 

7 

7 

0 

6 

6 

0 

5 

5 

2. 

Partially  Sighted... 

0 

5 

5 

0 

4 

4 

0 

5 

5 

3. 

Deaf 

14 

3 

17 

11 

2 

13 

20 

9 

22 

4. 

Partially  Deaf 

25 

1 

26 

14 

1 

15 

10 

1 

11 

5. 

6. 

Delicate 

Physically 

32 

1 

33 

59 

2 

61 

41 

3 

44 

7. 

Handicapped  ... 
Educationally 

49 

18 

67 

44 

11 

55 

48 

4 

52 

Subnormal  . . . 

299 

6 

305 

303 

4 

307 

283 

7 

290 

8. 

Maladjusted 

0 

16 

16 

0 

13 

13 

0 

5 

5 

9. 

Epileptic  ... 

0 

4 

4 

0 

5 

5 

0 

3 

3 

Totals 

419 

61 

480 

431 

48 

479 

402 

35 

437 

The  numbers  of  children  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 
under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  as  incapable  of 
receiving  education  at  school  and  the  numbers  reported  under  57  (5) 
as  requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school,  with  the  numbers  for 
the  two  preceding  years  are : — 


Numbers  of  Children  Reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 


1.  Children  reported  under  Section  57  (3)  of 

the  Education  Act,  1944,  to  Local 
Health  Authority 

2.  Children  reported  under  Section  57  (5)  of 

Education  Act,  1944,  to  Local  Health 
Authority 


1957 

1956 

1955 

30 

21 

20 

24 

17 

27 

Cleanliness 


There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the  cleanliness 
of  the  children  during  the  year,  compared  with  the 
two  previous  years. 


Cleanliness  of  the  Children 


Number  of 

Number  of 
individual 

Percentage  of 
numbers  on 

cleanliness 

children 

the  registers 

inspections 

jound 

of  the  schools 

made  by 

infested 

at  the 

the  school 

in  some 

beginning 

nurses 

degree 

of  the  year 

1957  ... 

157,095 

714 

2.2 

1956  ... 

194,796 

763 

2.4 

1955  ... 

213,720 

728 

2.3 
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The  number  of  cleanliness  inspections  made  by  the  nurses  was 
less  than  during  the  two  preceding  years  because  of  lack  of  nursing 
staff.  This  was  due  to  illness  of  several  of  the  staff  and  to  a  delay 
of  nearly  two  months  during  the  Summer  Term  before  two  vacancies 
for  school  nurses  were  able  to  be  filled,  and  to  the  nurses  doing  the 
preliminary  hearing  tests. 

For  the  same  reasons  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  nurses  to 
schools  for  cleanliness  was  less,  but  nevertheless,  a  substantial 
number  of  visits  was  paid : — 

Number  of  Nurses’  Visits  to  Schools 
for  Cleanliness  Inspections,  1957 


1.  Primary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,247 

2.  Secondary  Modern  Schools  ...  ...  487 

3.  Selective  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  42 

4.  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 


5.  Totals  ...  1,885 


The  total  number  of  visits  to  schools  in  1957  compares  with  a 
total  of  2,256  in  1956  and  2,127  in  1955. 

The  percentage  of  individual  children  found  infested  was  almost 
the  same  as  in  1956  for  the  ordinary  primary  and  secondary  modern 
schools  but  there  was  an  improvement  at  the  special  schools  and  a 
slight  relapse  at  the  selective  secondary  schools. 


Percentage  of  Children  Found  Infested 


1957 

1956 

1.  Primary  Schools  ... 

2.6 

2.6 

2.  Secondary  Modern  Schools 

1.8 

1.9 

3.  Selective  Secondary  Schools 

0.2 

0 

4.  Special  Schools  ... 

8.1 

10.5 

5.  All  Schools 

2.2 

2.4 

Other  Work  The  school  nurses  continued  their  testing  at  school 
School  Nurses  of  the  hearing  acuity  of  all  children  just  before 

their  periodic  medical  inspection,  which  they 
commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  Summer  Term  in  1956.  Their 
other  work  remained  unchanged  except  for  the  following  up  of 
children  found  Mantoux  positive  when  tested  for  suitability  for 
B.C.G.  vaccination,  which  was  done  in  1957  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors. 
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Other  Work  of  the  School  Nurses 


1.  Number  of  vision  tests  made  at 
schools 

1957 

20,555 

1956 

30,661' 

1955 

30,017 

2.  Number  of  children  referred 
from  vision  tests  to  School 
Medical  Officers  ... 

324 

544 

415 

3.  Number  of  hearing  tests  made 
at  schools 

10,848 

5,314 

0 

4.  Number  of  children  specially 
inspected  at  schools  for 
infectious  diseases  ... 

335 

774 

872 

5.  Number  of  follow-up  visits  to 
homes 

1,390 

1,885 

1,761 

6.  Number  of  treatments  given 
at  school  clinics... 

41,132 

46,497 

46,929 

The  number  of  vision  tests  made  was  considerably  less  than  in 
1956  and  1955,  due  to  more  time  being  spent  on  hearing  tests. 

The  Authority  has  decided  to  increase  the  establishment  of 
school  nurses  from  10  to  11  nurses  as  from  the  1st  April,  1958,  in 
view  of  the  increase  in  the  school  population  and  the  additional 
time  required  for  hearing  tests  and  B.C.G.  vaccination. 


Medical  The  general  arrangements  for  medical  treatment 

Treatment  D 

remained  unchanged  and  the  numbers  of  cases 

treated  by  the  School  Health  Service  and  also  known  to  have 

been  treated  otherwise  are  given  in  Table  4  at  the  end  of  this 

report. 

The  following  were  the  arrangements  for  treatment  at  the  school 
clinics  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report : — 


School  Clinic  Arrangements 


Nurses’ 

Ultra 

Speech 

Medical 

Minor 

Violet 

Therapy 

Clinic 

Officers' 

Ailment 

Light 

Clinics 

Clinics 

Treatment 

Clinic 

by 

Clinics 

by 

appointment 

appointment 

Central  Clinic 

Monday 

Monday 

Monday 

Monday 

2  p.m. 

Rowe  Street 

2  p.m. 

to 

9  a.m. 

Tuesday 

9  a.m. 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Thursday 

Wednesday  2  p.m. 

2  p.m. 

3.30  p.m. 

9  a.m. 

Thursday 

2  p.m. 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Friday 

9  a.m. 

9.30  a.m. 

9  a.m. 

Friday 

2  p.m. 

Saturday 

9  a.m. 

Stonehouse  Clinic 

Tuesday 

Monday 

30  High  Street 

2  p.m. 

to 

Stonehouse 

Friday 

3.30  p.m. 

— 

Friday 

2  p.m. 

Devonport  Clinic 

Thursday 

Monday 

Outram  Villa 

2  p.m. 

to 

Albert  Road 

Friday 

Devonport 

3.30  p.m. 

— 

- * 
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School  Clinic  Arrangements — continued. 


Nurses’ 

Ultra  Violet  Speech 

Medical 

Minor 

Light 

T  herapy 

Clinic 

Officers’ 

Ailment 

Clinic 

Clinics 

Clinics 

Treatment 

by 

bv 

Clinics 

appointment  appointment 

4.  North  Prospect 

Tuesday 

Monday  to 

Tuesday  2  p.m. 

Clinic 

2  p.m. 

Friday 

Wednesday  2  p.m. 

North  Prospect 

3.30  p.m. 

— 

School 

Saturday 

S  willy 

9  a.m. 

5.  St.  Budeaux 

Thursday 

Monday 

— 

— 

Clinic 

2  p.m. 

to 

Stirling  Road 

Friday 

St.  Budeaux 

3.30  p.m. 

6.  Honicknowle 

Tuesday 

Monday 

Monday  9  a.m. 

Clinic 

2  p.m. 

to 

Wednesday  9  a.m. 

Montacute  Ave. 

Friday 

— 

Thursday  9  a.m. 

Plonicknowle 

3.30  p.m. 

7.  Efford  Clinic 

Thursday 

Tuesdav  and  — 

— 

121  Efford  Road 

3.30  p.m. 

Thursday 

3.30  p.m. 

8.  Child  Guidance 

Children  are 

seen  by  appointment. 

Clinic  The  Psychiatrists  attend  Tuesday  9  a.m.  and  2  p.m.; 

Catherine  Street  Wednesday  2  p.m.;  Friday  2  p.m.;  Saturday  9  a.m. 

The  Clinic  is  open  whole-time,  with  a  whole-time  clerk 
in  attendance. 

The  Central  Clinic  and  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  are  open 
throughout  the  year  but  the  other  clinics  are  closed  during  school 
holidays,  apart  from  specially  arranged  clinic  sessions. 


TABLE  4  -  GROUP  I 

Treatment  of  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
Number  of  Cases  Known  to  have  been  Dealt  With 


1957 

1956 

1955 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

1 .  External  and 
other, 
(excluding 
errors  of 
refraction 
and  squint) 

299 

41 

236 

32 

259 

14 

2.  Errors  of 
refraction 
(including 
squint) 

0 

3,450 

0 

3,360 

0 

1,633 

Total 

299 

3,491 

236 

3,392 

259 

1,647 

3.  Number  of 
pupils  for 
whom 
spectacles 
were 

prescribed 

0 

2,506 

0 

• 

2,663 

0 

1,196 
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Rather  more  cases  of  external  diseases  of  the  eye  were  treated 
at  the  school  clinics  than  in  the  previous  two  years. 

Of  the  3,450  cases  of  errors  of  refraction  known  to  have  been 
dealt  with,  1,480  were  seen  at  the  Plymouth  Royal  Eye  Infirmary 
and  1,970  by  opticians.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  1,017 
children  at  the  Eye  Infirmary' and  1,489  children  by  opticians.  The 
School  Medical  Officers  referred  352  of  the  children  with  defective 
vision  and/or  squint  to  the  Plymouth  Royal  Eye  Infirmary,  where 
they  were  being  seen  within  6  to  8  weeks  of  referral  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  compared  with  685  in  1956  and  712  in  1955. 

A  total  of  1 ,21 1  cases  of  replacement  or  repair  of  school  childrens 
spectacles  was  dealt  with  by  the  Ophthalmic  Services  Committee, 
which  decided  that  in  188  cases  carelessness  was  involved,  and  for 
which  a  charge  of  £174.  9s.  4d.  was  made  to  the  Authority. 


TABLE  4  -  GROUP  II 

Treatment  of  Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Number  of  Cases  Known  to  have  been  Treated 


1957 

1956 

1955 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

1 .  Received 
operative 
treatment : 

(a)  for 

diseases 
of  the  ear 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

(6)  for 

adenoids 

and 

chronic 

tonsillitis 

0 

65 

0 

150 

0 

52 

(c)  for  other 
nose  and 
throat 
conditions 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

6 

2.  Received 
other  forms 
of  treatment 

219 

4 

203 

6 

298 

2 

3.  Total 

219 

69 

203 

162 

298 

61 

4.  Number 

of  pupils  pro¬ 
vided  with 
hearing  aids 

0 

4 

0 

12 

0 

16 

(In  1955 
and 

previous 

years) 
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A  total  of  123  children  was  referred  to  the  Consultant  Ear 
Nose  and  Throat  Surgeons  at  the  South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  Plymouth,  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  compared  with 
169  in  1956. 


TABLE  4 -GROUP  III 

Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 
Number  of  Pupils  Known  to  have  been  Treated 


1957 

1956 

19 

55 

By  the 

A  uthority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

Treated  at 
clinics  or 
out-patient 
departments 

0 

236 

0 

272 

0 

233 

A  total  of  30  children  was  referred  to  the  Consultant  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Surgeons  at  Mount  Gold  Hospital  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  compared  with  81  in  1956.  In  both  years  only  definite 
orthopaedic  cases  and  some  postural  cases  not  responding  to  remedial 
exercises  at  home  and  school  were  referred. 


TABLE  4 -GROUP  IV 

Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  excluding  uncleanliness 
Number  of  Gases  Treated  by  the  Authority 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1. 

Ringworm:  (i)  Scalp  ... 

0 

0 

0 

(ii)  Body  ... 

38 

21 

26 

2. 

Scabies  ... 

51 

21 

42 

3. 

Impetigo 

122 

123 

208 

4. 

Other  skin  diseases 

669 

727 

568 

5. 

Totals 

880 

892 

844 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  of 
the  body  and  of  cases  of  scabies  treated,  compared  with  the  two 
previous  years,  but  the  total  number  of  skin  diseases  treated  was 
about  the  same. 

A  total  of  13  children  was  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  to  the  Consultant  Dermatologist  at  the  South  Devon  & 
East  Cornwall  Hospital  compared  with  23  in  1956. 
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TABLE  4 -GROUP  VII 

Other  Treatment  Given 
Number  Treated  by  the  Authority 


1957 

1956 

1955 

(a)  Cases  of  miscellaneous 

minor  ailments 

8-, 082 

10,060 

8,017 

(. b )  Ultra  Violet  Light  cases 
(c)  Pupils  vaccinated  with 

179 

288 

469 

B.C.G . 

1,496 

1,377 

966 

Totals  ... 

9,757 

11,725 

9,452 

The  number  of  cases  of  miscellaneous  minor  ailments  treated 
at  the  school  clinics  was  less  than  in  1956,  but  about  the  same  as 
in  1955,  while  the  number  of  children  given  Ultra  Violet  Light  treat¬ 
ment  was  less  than  in  either  of  the  two  preceding  years  and  has 
declined  each  year  since  1954  for  no  very  apparent  reason.  It 
may  be  associated  with  the  improved  general  condition  of  the 
majority  of  the  children. 

The  number  of  children  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officers 
to  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  at  the  South  Devon  &  East  Corn¬ 
wall  Hospital  was  22,  the  same  number  as  in  1956.  21  children 

were  referred  to  the  Consultant  Chest  Physicians,  compared  with 
43  in  1956,  and  24  to  the  Consultant  General  Surgeons  compared 
with  34  in  1956. 

Of  137  children  treated  at  Physiotherapy  Department  of  the 
South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall  Hospital  for  conditions  other  than 
orthopaedic,  13  were  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  for 
instruction  in  special  breathing  exercises  for  asthma  with  tipping 
and  percussion  of  the  chest. 

Child  Guidance  Treatment.  The  number  of  children  treated  at 
the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  was  185  compared  with  204  in  1956  and 
224  in  1955.  The  number  of  sessions  held  by  the  psychiatrists 
averaged  approximately  six  per  week  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  report  on  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  has  been 
made  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Gilroy,  Consultant  Psychiatrist  and  Clinical 
Director  of  the  Clinic: — 

“The  tables  below  give  the  various  figures  for  1957  as  well  as 
those  of  certain  previous  years  for  comparison.  The  most  interesting 
point  demonstrated  by  these  figures  is  that  almost  50%  of  the 
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children  referred  in  this  area  come  to  us  between  the  ages  of  9  and 
13  years.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  there  may  be  some  associa¬ 
tion  between  this  and  the  fact  that  this  age  group  covers  the  time 
of  preparation  for  the  scholarship  examination  and  also  pubescence. 

Table  1. 


At 

31.12.57 

At 

31.12.56 

At 

31.12.55 

At 

31.12.54 

(a)  On  treatment  waiting  list 

28 

36 

31 

46 

(b)  On  Diagnostic  waiting  list 

52 

38 

70 

48 

Year 

1957 

Year 

1956 

Year 

1955 

Year 

1954 

(c)  New  Deferrals 

255 

267 

306 

236 

(d)  Cases  given  full  clinical 
investigation 

174 

226 

230 

176 

(e)  Individual  treatment  inter¬ 
views 

785 

1,176 

1,194 

1,077 

( f )  Clinical  interviews  by  Psy¬ 
chologist 

377 

396 

417 

349 

(g)  Visits  by  Psychiatric  Social 
Workers 

33 

74 

95 

198 

(h)  Cases  closed 

77 

108 

143 

72 

(i)  Cases  undergoing  Social 
Supervision 

78 

75 

86 

97 

TABLE  2 

TABLE  3 

Sources  of  Referral 

Reasons  for  Referral 

1957 

1956 

1957 

1956 

Family  doctors  ... 

91 

98 

Behaviour  disorders 

116 

96 

School  Medical  Officers  ... 

59 

72 

Anxiety  (various 

Juvenile  Court  and 

manifestations) 

37 

50 

Probation  Officers 

29 

27 

Enuresis  ... 

25 

43 

Other  Consultants 

22 

24 

Educational  Problems  ... 

21 

27 

Head  Teachers  ... 

25 

24 

Delinquency 

25 

20 

Children’s  Officers 

11 

9 

Encopresis 

3 

9 

Director  of  Education  . . . 

1 

5 

Truanting 

12 

7 

Parents 

15 

4 

Hysteria  ... 

11 

7 

M.  &  C.  W.  Dept. 

1 

2 

Mental  Deficiency 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous 

1 

2 

Miscellaneous 

Nil 

3 

Total 

255 

267 

Total 

255 

267 
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TABLE  4 -AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


Year 

Under 

5  years 

5  to  7 
years 

7  to  9 
years 

9  to  11 
years 

11  to  13 
years 

13  to  15 
years 

Over 

15  years 

Total 

1957 

18 

25 

33 

62 

58 

43 

16 

255 

1956 

13 

35 

47 

•  60 

54 

38 

20 

267 

For  the  last  three-quarters  of  the  year  we  were  without  a 
second  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Mrs.  King  having  emigrated  to 
Australia  to  take  up  a  new  appointment.  Dr.  Reid  and  Dr.  Roberts 
emigrated  respectively  to  Australia  and  the  U.S.A.  and  thus  for 
these  reasons,  as  well  as  staff  illness,  the  number  of  medical  sessions 
fluctuated  during  the  year.  Dr.  Barlow,  who  replaced  Dr.  Roberts, 
began  working  at  the  Clinic  in  September.  The  Clinic  is  still 
accommodated  in  the  same  building  in  which  it  has  been  for  many 
years. 

In  December  the  Clinic  was  visited  by  Dr.  D.  M.  Llewellin, 
Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Education”. 

Speech  Therapy.  The  following  report  has  been  made  by  Miss 
A.  Willacy,  the  Authority's  whole-time  Speech  Therapist: — 

“Miss  Mary  Wilcocks  resigned  as  whole-time  Speech  Therapist 
in  April.  Mrs.  Anne  Blood,  part-time  Speech  Therapist,  continued 
with  her  two  sessions  a  week  at  the  Central  Clinic  throughout  the 
year.  From  April  to  September  there  was  no  whole-time  Speech 
Therapist  and  by  September  the  waiting  list  had  grown  con¬ 
siderably. 

From  September  seven  of  the  clinic  sessions  were  held  at  the 
Central  Clinic,  three  at  Honicknowle  Clinic  and  two  at  North 
Prospect  Clinic.  After  the  influenza  epidemic  attendances  at  these 
clinics  were  good. 

I  was  very  pleased  to  find  a  tape  recording  machine  at  the 
Central  Clinic  as  this  is  a  major  necessity  in  a  Speech  Clinic,  to 
keep  records  of  the  children’s  progress  as  well  as  to  give  the  children 
an  opportunity  to  hear  and  criticise  themselves. 

Four  sessions  a  term  have  been  allocated  for  school  visiting 
in  which  the  Speech  Therapist  can  meet  Head  Teachers  and  Class 
Teachers.  At  the  schools  I  visited  during  the  Autumn  Term  the 
teachers  appeared  to  be  very  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
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meeting  the  Speech  Therapist  personally  and  discussing  speech 
problems  they  come  up  against  in  school  and  the  best  way  of 
dealing  with  them. 


Children  Treated  by  the  Speech  Therapists,  1957 


Discharged 

Cured 

Discharged 

Improved 

Defaulted 

Under 
treatment 
at  end 
of  year 

Number 

treated 

during 

year 

Dyslalia 

30 

2 

6 

38 

76 

Sigmatisms 

10 

— 

1 

5 

16 

Stammers  ... 

8 

6 

2 

33 

49 

Cleft  Palate 

2 

— 

1 

5 

8 

Indistinct  Speech  ... 

— 

■  — 

2 

3 

5 

Dysarthria 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

Totals 

50 

9 

12 

87 

158 

The  number  of  children  awaiting  treatment  on  the  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1957,  was  37”. 


Dental 

Inspection  and 
Treatment 


The  following  is  the  report  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Maynard, 
Principal  Dental  Officer: — 


“Staff.  There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  employed,  which 
consisted  of  four  full-time  and  three  part-time  dentists,  the  effective 
strength  being  4.54  full-time  dentists. 

Inspection.  The  total  school  population  still  continues  to  show 
a  slight  annual  increase,  inspections  totalling  33,263  against  32,554, 
last  year,  and  of  these  approximately  half  were  found  to  require 
treatment — 45,644  against  15,716  in  1956. 


Treatment.  The  total  number  of  fillings  were  almost  identical 
with  1956,  9,279  against  9,193,  although  the  number  of  filling 
sessions  was  down,  1,728  against  1,857,  giving  a  ratio  of  fillings/ 
filling  session  of  5.4. 

The  number  of  gas  sessions  was  203  in  1957,  against  207  in 
1956,  at  which  2,189  permanent  teeth,  and  5,725  temporary  teeth 
were  extracted .  The  number  of  patients  at  these  sessions  was  3,198, 
giving  an  average  of  15.7  per  session. 
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The  ratio  of  permanent  teeth  filled  to  permanent  teeth  extracted 
was  7,724/2,189  or  3.5,  and  of  fillings  in  permanent  teeth  to  per¬ 
manent  teeth  filled  was  9,056/7,724  or  1.17. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1956  showed 
that  in  that  year  49%  of  all  courses  of  treatment  provided  by 
general  practitioners  were  for  persons  under  21  and  for  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  so  that  the  point  is  now  being  reached  when 
the  willingness  of  the  patient  to  receive  treatment  is  of  importance. 
Where  it  is  accepted  in  the  home  that  it  is  normal  to  have  dentures 
in  early  adult  life  the  children  will  not  accept  fillings.  Again  in 
those  patients  whose  resistance  to  dental  decay  is  low  the  repeated 
fillings  required  each  year  will  tend  to  make  them  tired  of  dentistry. 

Prevention  is  always  better  than  cure  and  the  addition  of  one 
part  of  fluorine  in  a  million  to  the  drinking  water  would  have  a 
marked  effect  for  the  better  on  the  teeth  of  the  two  groups  of 
children  just  discussed.  1957  saw  the  publication  of  the  “Com¬ 
mission  of  Inquiry  of  the  Fluoridation  of  Public  Water  Supplies 
for  the  Government  of  New  Zealand”  which  stated  that  “after 
weighing  the  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  of  fluoridation  in  reducing 
dental  decay  and  the  criticisms  of  the  fluoridation  studies  offered 
by  various  objectors  the  commission  decided  quite  unequivocally 
that  the  case  was  effectively  proved  that  a  fluoride  concentration 
of  one  part  per  million  in  the  drinking  water  had  no  harmful  effects 
on  the  teeth  and  effectively  reduced  dental  decay  in  children  for 
at  least  50  per  cent”.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough 
of  Bedford,  mentioning  that  he  had  made  a  special  study  of  fluori¬ 
dation  literature,  stated  “Fluoridation  is  upheld  by  nearly  every¬ 
body  capable  of  evaluating  the  procedure  in  most  of  the  civilised 
countries  of  the  World”. 

A  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent  in  the  dental  decay  rate  among 
children  would  be  a  major  step  forward  but  it  would  not  come  into 
effect  until  children  had  grown  up  and  whose  teeth  had  been  formed 
ab  initio  while  they  were  drinking  such  fluoridated  water. 

Orthodontics.  As  will  be  seen  from  Section  II  of  Table  5  (Dental 
Inspection  and  Treatment),  the  cases  commenced — 106 — -were 
almost  identical  with  those  in  1956 — -102. 

Although  nearly  a  third  of  these  are  stated  to  be  fitted  with  a 
fixed  appliance  this  is  merely  a  cast  metal  lower  inclined  plane  to 
move  teeth  over  the  bite,  an  appliance  we  find  safe  and  effective 
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provided  it  is  well  supervised.  There  is  no  one  trained  in  the 
fitting  of  the  more  complex  fixed  appliances  and  orthodontics  has 
continued  in  1957  to  be  limited  to  the  simple  cases. 

So  far,  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  not  provided  access 
to  an  orthodontist  of  consultant  standing.  In  this  connection  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  dated  12.7.55  94259/1/36  addressed  to 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  states: — 

"Para.  2 - the  Minister  considers  that,  as  a  general  rule, 

the  Hospital  Service  should  be  responsible  for: — 

(« a )  providing  the  services  of  consultants,  or  senior  hospital 
dental  officers,  to  assist  dental  officers  of  the  school  dental 
service — in  cases  of  not  more  than  moderate  complexity. 

(b)  arranging  for  consultants - - — to  deal  with  the  most  com¬ 

plex  cases. 

While  this  paragraph  envisages  that  certain  specialist  ortho¬ 
dontic  work  will  be  undertaken  by  Senior  Hospital  Dental  Officers 
this  does  not  affect  the  principle  that  all  cases  requiring  consultant 
attention  should  be  dealt  with  by,  or  on  the  advice  of,  consultants, 
to  which  the  Minister  attaches  great  importance  ’ . 

All  that  the  school  dental  service  requires  as  a  beginning  is 
someone  to  send  the  odd  difficult  case  to,  but  if  the  general  practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  town  were  quite  sure  that  the  consultant  orthodontist 
would  not  be  used  by  the  Dental  Estimates  Board  to  deflect  cases 
away  from  them,  and  co-operated  with  the  consultant,  then  no 
doubt  the  cases  forthcoming  would  be  considerably  increased  from 
the  start. 

Evening  Sessions.  Evening  sessions  of  24  hours  have  been 
worked  once  a  week,  except  during  school  holidays,  at  Honicknowle 
and  High  Street  dental  clinics.  At  Honicknowle  Clinic,  which  had 
an  evening  session  starting  in  January,  the  work  was  mainly  with 
mothers;  at  High  Street  Clinic  the  evening  sessions,  starting  in 
May,  were  mainly  for  older  children  who  wished  to  come  at  a  time 
which  did  not  interfere  with  their  school  work. 


^ass  The  arrangements  for  the  annual  X-rav  of  chests 

Radiography 

of  children  and  staff  were  continued  unaltered  and 
the  following  are  the  numbers  of  reports  on  school  children  received 
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from  the  Plymouth  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  with  those  for  the  two 
previous  years:- — 

Mass  Radiography 


1957 

1956 

1955 

Children  with  satisfactory  miniature  films 
Children  recalled  for  full  sized  films  and 

1,767 

2,385 

3,854 

reported  satisfactory  ...  ' 

Children  recalled  for  full  sized  films  and 

107 

21 

142 

clinically  investigated  ... 

44 

25 

44 

Totals 

1,918 

2,431 

4,040 

X-ray  of  chest  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  offered,  in 
the  case  of  children,  only  to  those  in  their  last  year  at  school.  In 
1956  it  was  offered  to  children  between  14  and  15  years  of  age  and 
over,  and  in  1955  the  whole  of  the  children  at  four  schools  were 
X-rayed  in  addition. 


B.C.G. 

Vaccination 

against 

Tuberculosis 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  all  children  born 
in  1943  in  attendance  at  schools  in  the  City,  in- 
eluding  all  the  Independent  Schools. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1. 

Percentage  accepting  of  those  eligible  ... 

66.0% 

61.0% 

59.0% 

2. 

Number  given  preliminary  Mantoux  Test 

1,755 

1,674 

1,149 

3. 

Number  found  Mantoux  Positive  and  not 

vaccinated 

233 

258 

177 

4. 

Percentage  Mantoux  Positive 

13.0% 

15.4% 

20.7% 

5. 

Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 

1,496 

1,377 

966 

6. 

Number  Mantoux  Tested  after  B.C.G. 

Vaccination 

1,441 

1,334 

959 

The  acceptance  rate  again  increased  and  more  children  were 
vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  than  in  any  year  since  the  scheme  was 
commenced,  while  the  percentage  of  primary  positives  again 
declined. 

All  the  Mantoux  testing  and  vaccination  were  done  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers  at  the  school  clinics.  The  primary  Mantoux 
Positive  cases  were  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  for 
follow-up  visits  to  their  homes  and  for  arrangements  for  X-ray  of 
the  children  concerned  and  other  members  of  their  families. 
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Immunisation  The  decline,  which  has  occurred  in  recent  years 
against  .  .  . 

Diphtheria  ln  the  numbers  of  applications  received  by  the 

School  Health  Service  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  of  school  children,  continued  during  the  year,  both  for 
children  not  previously  immunised  and  particularly  for  reinforcing 
doses  for  children  already  immunised,  although  parents  were  asked 
at  the  periodic  medical  inspections  as  previously  to  consent  in  all 
cases  where  children  had  either  not  previously  been  immunised  or 
were  due  for  a  reinforcing  dose. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1. 

Number  of  new  cases  completed 

256 

332 

376 

2. 

Number  of  old  cases  given  reinforcing 

doses 

931 

1,954 

2,608 

3. 

Number  of  children  given  Schick  Tests  ... 

3S 

45 

87 

Infectious  There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  notifiable 

Diseases  .  .  , 

infectious  diseases  at  any  of  the  Authority  s 

schools.  One  infants’  school  was  visited  where  five  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  had  occurred  within  a  few  weeks  to  trace  the  source  of  in¬ 
fection,  and  one  infant  and  junior  school  in  connection  with  an 
outbreak  of  suspected  German  Measles,  and  a  total  of  335  children 
was  inspected  at  these  visits. 


Measles.  This  was  more  prevalent  than  in  1956  but  less  cases 
were  notified  in  school  children  than  in  1955.  It  reached  a  peak 
in  the  schools  in  the  first  week  of  April  in  1957  when  347  children 
were  reported  by  the  Head  Teachers  to  be  absent  for  this  reason. 

Dysentery.  A  few  cases  of  absence  from  school  for  dysentery 
or  suspected  dysentery  were  reported  from  different  schools  in  most 
weeks  of  the  year  but  usually  were  not  confirmed.  There  were, 
however,  more  cases  at  the  end  of  March  in  one  infant  school  in 
the  north-west  of  the  City,  and  a  nearby  infant  and  junior  school, 
the  majority  of  the  cases  being  in  the  infant  school  where  32  children 
were  reported  absent  for  this  reason  during  one  week.  Twenty  of 
these  children  were  confirmed  to  have  dysentery  and  the  Head 
Teacher  was  advised  of  steps  to  be  taken  to  control  the  outbreak, 
which  had  subsided  by  the  end  of  the  term  two  weeks  later. 

Coughs,  colds  and  influenza.  There  was  the  usual  winter  peak 
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of  these  infections  in  the  first  week  of  February  when  1,446  children 
were  reported  absent  from  school  on  this  account. 

The  national  outbreak  of  influenza  reached  the  City  towards 
the  end  of  September.  For  six  weeks  more  children  than  usual 
were  reported  absent  from  school,  during  two  of  which,  the  first 
two  weeks  of  October,  nearly  a  third  of  the  children  on  the  registers 
of  the  Authority's  schools  were  reported  absent  on  account  of 
influenza,  the  numbers  absent  being  10,640  and  9,726  during  these 
two  weeks.  On  the  average,  most  of  the  children  affected  were 
absent  from  school  for  two  weeks. 

Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in 
school  children  was  considerably  less  than  in  the  two  preceding 
years,  viz.  22,  compared  with  39  in  1956  and  32  in  1955.  In  spite 
of  this,  special  action  had  to  be  taken  at  four  schools  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

At  a  Secondary  Technical  School  a  child  was  found  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  to  have  extensive  disease  and  cavitation  and  he  sub¬ 
sequently  died.  His  class  contacts  were  Mantoux  tested,  the 
negatives  given  B.C.G.  at  the  school  clinics,  the  positives  referred 
to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  X-ray  of  chest  and  any  further  investigation 
or  treatment,  and  the  school  staff  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for 
X-ray,  but  no  further  cases  were  found. 

At  the  other  three  schools,  a  Primary  Infant  School,  a  Secondary 
Modern  School  and  a  Secondary  Grammar  School,  a  teacher  at  each 
of  these  schools  was  reported  by  the  Chest  Clinic  to  be  an  active 
case  of  tuberculosis  with  positive  sputum.  At  these  schools,  lists 
of  all  children  who  had  had  contact  with  the  teacher  concerned 
were  obtained  from  the  Head  Teachers  and  the  medical  and  B.C.G. 
vaccination  records  of  these  children  examined.  Skin  Testing  was 
offered  to  all  who  had  not  had  B.C.G.  vaccination  or  previously 
been  found  to  be  Mantoux  positive  and  the  remainder  were  offered 
X-ray  of  chest,  as  were  the  staffs  of  the  schools.  The  children  found 
to  be  positive  on  skin  testing  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for 
examination  and  X-ray. 

These  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  teachers  indicate  the  urgent 
need  for  all  teachers  to  be  required  to  submit  to  annual  X-ray  of 
chests  as  part  of  their  conditions  of  service,  in  the  same  way  as 
other  staff  in  frequent  contact  with  children. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  school  children  for  the  four 
schools  dealt  with:- — - 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SCHOOL  CONTACTS,  1957 
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The  percentage  accepting  investigation  as  contacts  was  65.5%, 
a  similar  percentage  to  those  accepting  B.C.G.  Vaccination  during 
the  year. 

One  child  at  the  Secondary  Technical  School  was  already 
attending  the  Chest  Clinic  for  observation  when  the  investigations 
were  started,  as  was  one  child  at  the  Secondary  Grammar  School. 

The  whole  investigations  resulted  in  one  child  at  the  Secondary 
Modern  School  being  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis,  although 
two  other  children  at  this  school  were  already  under  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  at  the  time  the  investigations  were  commenced. 

The  numbers  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  Authority’s 
schools  who  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  suffer¬ 
ing  from  infectious  diseases,  with  the  numbers  for  1956  and  1955 
are  as  follows: — 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


Diphtheria 
Measles 
Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 


Maker 

Camp 


1957 

1956 

1955 

2 

1 

3 

1,654 

65 

2,231 

4 

0 

8 

57 

106 

77 

22 

39 

32 

199 

162 

114 

Maker  Camp  was 

in  use 

for  organised  parties  of  children  from  Secondary 
Schools  with  their  teachers  for  12  weeks,  from  the  3rd  May  to  the 
25th  July,  1957.  Owing  to  the  large  numbers  wishing  to  attend 
from  Secondary  Schools  it  was  not  possible  to  arrange  for  children 
from  Primary  Schools  to  attend. 

During  the  Summer  Vacation  organised  parties  of  school 
children  from  other  Authorities  were  in  residence  at  the  camp  for 
six  weeks,  from  the  25th  July  to  the  5th  September. 

The  general  medical  and  nursing  arrangements  were  the  same 
as  in  previous  years  and  a  school  nurse  was  in  residence  at  the  camp 
from  May  to  September.  The  nurses  went  to  camp  in  turn  and  as 
far  as  possible  when  their  schools  were  in  residence. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  treatments  given  by  the 
nurses  for  minor  ailments,  accidents  and  other  emergencies,  with 
the  numbers  for  the  two  previous  years: 
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Number  of  Treatments  given  by  Nurses  at  the  School  Camp 


1957  1,446 

1956  3,322 

1955  1,792 

The  camp  again  was  successful  and  enjoyed  by  the  children 
and  the  health  of  the  children  while  at  camp  was  satisfactory  and 
less  treatments  were  given  by  the  school  nurses  than  in  the  previous 
two  years. 

Various  improvements  were  made  at  the  camp  during  the  year, 
including  the  replacement  of  sleeping  bags,  the  installation  of  an 
effective  fire  alarm  and  the  provision  of  more  tables  and  easy 
chairs.  Fan  heaters  were  installed  in  the  drying  room,  and  an 
additional  class  room  and  a  marine  nature  study  room  were  pro¬ 
vided.  Further  improvements  at  the  camp  are  being  considered 
for  the  1958  season,  including  wire  waste  paper  baskets,  capes  for 
the  children,  bedside  lockers,  additional  chairs  and  new  blankets. 

The  only  difficulty  experienced  at  the  camp  was  from  youths 
in  the  district,  who  became  a  nuisance  during  the  hours  of  darkness 
outside  the  girls’  dormitories,  alongside  which  runs  a  footpath 
which  is  claimed  to  be  a  right-of-way. 

The  total  number  of  children  attending  the  camp  during  the 
year  was  slightly  less  than  in  either  1956  or  1955. 

Numbers  of  Children  Attending  Maker  School  Camp 

1957  3,373 

1956  ...  3,624 

1955  .  3,517 


National  Survey  'p pe  only  action  during  the  year  was  the  visiting 

Development11*^  of  four  of  the  children’s  homes  by  the  school 
of  Children  nurses  to  obtain  additional  information  required 
by  the  survey  committee  in  these  cases. 


Children’s  There  were  no  changes  in  the  medical  arrange¬ 

ments  for  the  Children’s  Homes  and  the  Boarding 
Home  for  Educationally  Subnormal  boys  and  all  the  Homes  were 
reported  as  satisfactory  by  the  medical  officers  on  every  occasion 
they  visited. 

A  new  reception  home  and  two  short-stay  homes,  with  a 
remand  annexe  to  the  reception  home,  built  as  a  group  of  two- 
storey  buildings,  on  a  site  overlooking  Mutley  Park  and  named 
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Parklands”,  was  opened  by  the  Children  Committee  in  April. 
The  reception  home  accommodates  15  children  and  the  two  short- 
stay  homes  10  children  each,  and  accommodation  is  provided  for 
6  girls  in  the  remand  annexe.  There  is  a  medical  room  in  the 
reception  home,  and  two  sick  bays  are  provided,  one  with  1  bed 
and  the  other  with  2  beds,  each  with  electric  call-bells,  with  separate 
toilets  and  bathrooms  for  each  sick  bay.  The  new  reception  home 
is  under  the  medical  supervision  of  Dr.  T.  Forrest,  School  Medical 
Officer,  who  visits  to  examine  each  new  entrant  on  admission. 

The  numbers  of  medical  inspections  of  the  children,  carried  out 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers  at  all  the  Homes  during  the  year, 
showed  a  considerable  increase  over  the  two  preceding  years: — 


Numbers  of  Medical  Inspections  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  at  Children’s  Homes 


1957.  New  cases  ...  ...  ...  159 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  691 


Total  ...  ...  850 


1956 

1955 


485 

329 


Food^  The  medical  inspections  and  Widal  Testing  of  all 

new  entrants  to  the  School  Meals  Service  staff  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers,  with  X-ray  of  chest  by  the  Chest 
Chnic,  were  continued,  together  with  the  annual  re-inspections  and 
X-rays  of  chest  of  existing  staff,  and  advice  regarding  their  suit¬ 
ability  for  employment  given  to  the  Director  of  Education. 

The  numbers  of  staff  medically  inspected  during  the  year  was 
higher  than  in  the  previous  two  years: — 


Numbers  of  School  Meals  Service  Staff  Medically  Inspected 


1957 

1956 

1955 


492 

485 

329 


School  Meals  The  numbers  and  percentages  of  chddren  present 
and  Milk  .  _  , r  ^  A  . 

m  schools,  on  a  day  m  October  19o7,  who  were 

taking  meals  and  milk  were  less  than  in  either  1956  or  1955  and 

there  has  been  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  numbers  over  the  three 

years. 
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Numbers  of  Children  Taking  Dinners  and  Milk  at  Schools 


Children 

present 

in 

schools 

Children 

taking 

dinners 

at 

school 

Percentage 

taking 

dinners 

at 

school 

Children 
taking 
milk  at 

school 

Percentage 
taking 
milk  at 

school 

1957  . 

30,731 

7,822 

25.4% 

24,698 

80.4  % 

1956  ... 

30,234 

7,914 

26.2% 

25,685 

84.9% 

1955  . 

29,995 

7,996 

26.7% 

26,063 

86.9% 

The  daily  average  of  children  taking  dinners  at  school  in 
December  had  dropped  to  7,798  compared  with  8,592  in  1956  and 
8,464  in  1955,  while  the  percentage  of  children  supplied  with 
dinners  free  of  cost  in  October  had  dropped  to  11.3%,  compared 
with  12.2%  in  1956  and  15.7%  in  1955. 

The  attention  of  the  Authority  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  dining  room  at  one  Secondary  Modern  School  during 
the  year.  Since  then  this  has  been  improved  considerably  and  now 
is  satisfactory. 


Entrants  to 
Training 
Colleges  for 
Teachers 

as  in  1956, 
examined. 


1957 

1956 

1955 


The  number  of  candidates  medically  examined  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers  for  entry  to  training 
colleges  for  teachers  was  approximately  the  same 
but  more  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession  were 


Candidates  for  Training 
Colleges  for  Teachers 

98 

99 

151 


Entrants  to  the 
Teaching  Profession 

12 

6 

5 


Table  1a. — Numbers  of  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


Entrants  to  Primary  Schools 

.  2,457 

7-8  years  Age  Group 

.  2,856 

9-10  years  Age  Group 

.  102 

12-13  years  Age  Group 

.  2,303 

14-15  years  Age  Group 

.  2,582 

Pupils  at  Special  Schools 

.  317 

Total 

.  10,617 

Table  1b. — Numbers  of  Other  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

.  4,112 

Number  of  Re-inspections 

.  4,314 

Total 

.  8,426 
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Table  lc — Numbers  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic 
Medical  Inspections  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding 
Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin  and  including 
Pupils  already  under  Treatment). 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

For 

For  any 

Total 

Percentage  Percentage  Percentage 

defective 

of  the 

individual 

requiring 

requiring 

requiring 

Group 

vision 

other 

pupils 

treatment 

treatment 

treatment 

( excluding 

conditions 

for 

for  all 

for  all 

squint ) 

recorded 

defective 

other 

defects 

in 

vision 

conditions 

Table  3a. 

( excluding 

squint ) 

Entrants  to  Primary 

Schools 

84 

397 

442 

3.41 

16.15 

17.98 

7-8  Age  Group 

184 

486 

625 

6.44 

17.01 

21.88 

9—10  Age  Group 

9 

13 

20 

8.82 

12.74 

19.6 

12-13  Age  Group 

260 

392 

590 

11.28 

17.02 

25.61 

14-15  Age  Group 

342 

355 

644 

13.24 

13.74 

24.94 

Pupils  at  Special 

Schools 

36 

66 

89 

11.35 

20.82 

28.07 

Total 

915 

1,709 

2,410 

8.61 

16.09 

22.69 

Table  Id — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils 
Inspected  during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups 


Number 
of  pupils 
inspected 

Satisfactory 

Unsati 

sfactory 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

Entrants  to  Primary 

Schools  ... 

2,457 

2,443 

99.47 

14 

0.57 

7-8  Age  Group 

2,856 

2,847 

99.68 

9 

0.31 

9-10  Age  Group  ... 

102 

102 

100 

— 

- — ■ 

12-13  Age  Group 

2,303 

2,301 

99.91 

2 

0.09 

14-15  Age  Group 

2,582 

2,581 

99.9 

1 

0.03 

Pupils  at  Special  Schools... 

317 

316 

99.68 

1 

0.31 

Totals 

10,617 

10,590 

99.7 

27 

0.25 
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Table  2 — Infestation  with  Vermin 

(1)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils  in  schools 


by  the  school  nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157,095 

(2)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  714 

(3)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944)...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)  .  .  Nil 


Table  3b. — Special  Inspections 


Defect  or  Disease 

Special  Inspections 

Requiring  Requiring 

Treatment  Observation 

4. 

Skin 

647 

38 

5. 

Eyes — (a)  Vision 

248 

118 

( b )  Squint 

21 

10 

( c )  Other 

138 

12 

6. 

Ears- — (a)  Hearing 

10 

22 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

49 

7 

(c)  Other 

82 

7 

7. 

Nose  and  Throat 

79 

15 

8. 

Speech  ... 

43 

9 

9. 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

5 

10. 

Heart 

2 

5 

11. 

Lungs  ... 

33 

13 

12. 

Developmental- — 

(a)  Hernia  ... 

2 

(b)  Other 

3 

1 

13. 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture  ... 

9 

(b)  Feet 

12 

— 

( c )  Other 

61 

24 

14. 

Nervous  system — - 
(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

1 

(b)  Other 

1 

1 

15. 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

1 

2 

(b)  Stability 

33 

18 

16. 

Other 

701 

75 

Table  4 — -Treatment  of  Pupils 
Group  1. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with 


By  the  Authority  Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint  ...  ...  ...  299  41 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ...  —  3,450 


Total  ...  299  3,491 


Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  ...  ...  2,506 
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Table  3a. — Number  of  Defects  Found  by  Medical  Inspection 


Periodic  Inspections 


No.  of  defects 


Code 

Defect  or  Disease 

■  ■  — 

No. 

Entrants 

Pupils  at 

to  Primary 

7-8  Age 

9-10 

Age 

12-13  Age 

14-15  Age 

Special 

Totals 

Scht 

jots 

Group 

Group 

i 

Group 

Group 

l 

Scl 

wols 

- 1 

1 - ■ — 

~  ~  ' 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

children 

children 

T. 

O. 

T. 

O. 

T. 

O. 

T. 

O. 

T. 

O. 

T. 

O. 

T. 

inspected 

O. 

inspected 

4 

Skin 

41 

27 

63 

20 

— 

2 

77 

14 

83 

11 

9 

o 

JLi 

273 

25.7 

76 

7.2 

5 

Eyes — - 

1 

1 

(, a )  Vision 

84 

137 

184 

118 

9 

5 

260 

97 

342 

121 

36 

29  1 

915 

86.2 

507 

47.8 

( b )  Squint 

63 

12 

65 

23 

1 

— 

39 

12 

37 

10 

11 

7 

216 

20.3 

64 

6.0 

(c)  Other 

15 

8 

36 

7 

— 

— 

23 

7 

16 

9 

1 

91 

8.6 

32 

3.0 

6 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing 

4 

62 

10 

46 

— 

1 

3 

19 

9 

30 

11 

36 

37 

3.5 

194 

18.3 

(i b )  Otitis  Media 

10 

24 

7 

9 

— 

— 

21 

21 

18 

10 

3 

2 

59 

5.6 

66, 

6.2 

(c)  Other 

9 

6 

24 

9 

2 

1 

10 

7 

14 

3 

6 

1 

65 

6.1 

27 

2.5 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

118 

156 

81 

99 

’ 

— 

32 

28 

11 

14 

3 

7 

245 

23.1 

304 

2S.6 

8 

- 

Speech 

22 

31 

17 

14 

— 

• — 

2 

9 

2 

3 

9 

42 

52 

4.9 

99 

9.3 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

29 

1 

34 

— 

• — 

1 

5 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

0.4 

72 

6.8 

10 

Heart 

1 

24 

— 

21 

— 

— 

2 

20 

2 

13 

— 

7 

5 

0.5 

85 

8.0 

11 

Lungs 

28 

65 

32 

84 

— 

• — 

24 

59 

17 

58 

1 

9 

102 

9.4 

275 

25.9 

12 

Developmental— 

(a)  Hernia 

8 

12 

4 

2 

• — 

1 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1 

16 

1.5 

21 

2.0 

(b)  Other 

4 

24 

3 

49 

1 

2 

4 

45 

12 

4 

— 

5 

24 

2.3 

129 

12.2 

;  13 

Orthopaedic— 

(a)  Posture 

5 

17 

39 

14 

1 

— 

83 

8 

60 

1 

3 

188 

17.7 

43 

4.1 

(b)  Flat  foot 

28 

35 

48 

37 

1 

1 

36 

9 

33 

17 

2 

11 

148 

13.9 

110 

10.3 

(c)  Other 

32 

36 

33 

44 

1 

5 

35 

38 

20 

20 

57 

18 

178 

16.8 

161 

15.2 

14 

Nervous  System — • 

(a)  Epilepsy 

7 

3 

10 

3 

1 

— 

3 

3 

5 

5 

11 

5 

37 

3.5 

19 

1.8 

( b )  Other 

• — 

3 

1 

4 

• — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

1 

— 

4 

0.4 

12 

1.1 

15 

Psychological— 

(a)  Development 

1 

16 

2 

22 

— 

2 

> 

9 

. - 

3 

235 

3 

0.3 

287 

27.0 

(b)  Stability 

1 

33 

8 

49 

■ — 

2 

5 

24 

1 

9 

1 

6 

16 

1.5 

123 

11.6 

16 

— 

Other 

30 

62 

47 

64 

1 

4 

29 

45 

32 

29 

2 

7 

141 

13-3 

211 

19.8 

Totals 

513 

822 

715 

772 

18 

26 

1 

!  690 

486 

719 

375 

164 

436 

2,819 

2,917 

Total 

defects  per  1,000  pupils 

1 

1 

I 

inspected 

208.8 

334.6 

250.35 

!  270.3 

l  176.47 

254.9 

299.6 

211.0 

1 

278.4 

145.2 

517.3= 

1375.39 

265.31 

274.7^ 

1 

T=  Requiring  Treatment 

0=  Requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  treatment 
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Group  2. — -Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  cases  known  to  have  been  treated 


By  the  Authority  Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment  : 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ...  —  65 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  —  - — - 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  219  4 


Total  ...  219  69 


Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with  hear¬ 
ing  aids : 

(а)  in  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  4 

(б)  in  previous  years  ...  ...  —  28 


Group  3. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

By  the  Authority  Otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  known  to  have  been 
treated  at  clinics  or  out-patient  depart¬ 
ments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  236 

Group  4. — Diseases  of  the  Skin 

(excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  2). 

Number  of  cases  treated 
or  under  treatment 
during  the  year 
By  the  Authority 


Ringworm —  (i)  Scalp  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Body  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  669 


Total  ...  880 


Group  5.— Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

Number  of  cases  treated 
in  the  Authority’ s 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 


Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  185 


Group  6. — Speech  Therapy. 


Number  of  cases  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 


Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority 

158 


Group  7. — Other  Treatment  Given. 


(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

(b)  Other  than  (a) — Ultra  Violet  Light 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  Vaccination  . 


Number  of  cases  treated 
by  the  Authority 

8,082 

179 

1,496 


Total  ...  9,757 
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Table  5 — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by 

the  Authority 


(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : 


(a)  Periodic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30,478 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,785 

Total  (1)  33,263 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,674 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,273 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,593 

(5)  Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  13,264 


(6)  Half-days  devoted  to:  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  262 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,931 

Total  (6)  2,193 


(7)  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,056 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

Total  (7)  9,279 


(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

•  •  • 

7,724 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

. . . 

223 

Total  (8) 

7,947 

(9)  Extractions  :  Permanent  Teeth 

2,189 

Temporary  Teeth 

. . . 

5,725 

Total  (9) 

7,914 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

•  •  • 

3,198 

(11)  Orthodontics: 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year 

... 

106 

( b )  Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year 

•  •  • 

55 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year  ... 

•  .  . 

64 

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  year 

•  •  • 

12 

( e )  Pupils  treated  with  appliances 

•  •  • 

112 

(/)  Removable  appliances  fitted 

•  .  . 

77 

(g)  Fixed  appliances  fitted 

•  •  • 

34 

( h )  Total  attendances 

... 

948 

(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  dentures  ... 

. . . 

54 

(13)  Other  operations: 

Permanent  Teeth 

3,474 

Temporary  Teeth 

,  ,  , 

316 

Total  (13)  3,790 
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